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ABCP Executive Council

AN BEDDINST CONFERFSUE FOR PEACE
12™ GENERAL ASSEMBLY

- o
Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar

The regular 12™ General Assembly of the
Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace -
ABCP, was held in New Delhi, the capital
of the Republic of India on 17-18 January
2025. This ABCP General Assembly was
held in the Indian capital after 50 years
when India hosted the 3" ABCP General
Conference on 1-3 November 1974.
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ABCP Executive Council 15" Meeting

Minutes of the 15" meeting of the Executive Council of ABCP
17 January 2024

The 15" meeting of the Executive Council of
ABCP was held on Wednesday, 17 January 2024
in New Delhi. Executive Council members from
Bangladesh I & II, Sri Lanka I & II, Vietnam I & II,
Lao PDR, Republic of Korea, Russia, India, CTA -
Dharamsala, Nepal, Mongolia I & II, Japan and Rus-
sia I & II attended the meeting. (Photo top - general
view of the participants - heads of National Centers, at
the 15th Executive Council Meeting of ABCP).

Ven. Choijamts, President of ABCP, Ven.
Khunkur Bymbajav, ABCP Secretary General, Mr.
Khy Sovanaratna and Mr. Sonam Wangchuk, Depu-
ty Secretary Generals of ABCP and Mr. Ch. Buren-
bayar, Senior Manager representing the ABCP Head-
quarters attended the meeting.

1. The meeting discussed and adopted the
agenda of the 12th General Assembly of ABCP.

2. Executive Council members than discussed

the revised and edited version of the ABCP Charter.
The revised and edited version of the Charter was
circulated by the ABCP Headquarters with all the
National Centers on 10 December 2023. By 10 Janu-
ary 2024, ABCP Headquarters received comments
and suggestions from the Indian, Japan, Korea, Ne-
pal and Dashchoiling, Mongolia National Centers.
The Executive Council in its meeting, discussed and
considered these comments and suggestions received
from various National Centers. a presentation on
which was made by the ABCP HQ Senior Manager
Mr. Ch. Burenbayar.

During the discussion of the draft of the ABCP
Charter, Executive Council members (from Bangla-
desh, Vietnam, Nepal, Sri Lanka) took up the matter

Continued on page 9
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ABCP Executive Council

Members of the Bangladesh ABCP National Center (photo top) and heads of delegations from the Rus-
sian (Ivolgisnky Datsan), Korea Tego Order and Sri Lanka Sumanatissa Chapter National Centers (photo
below) Photos by Phuntsog Toldan
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Members of the Sri Lanka National Center - Wipulasara Chapter, Vietnam National Centers - Vietnam
Buddhist University and Vietnam Buddhist Research Institution (photo top) and from the National Centers
of Lao People's Democratic Republic, Japan and Indias (photo below)
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ABCP Executive Council

Delegations from Vietnam National Center - Vietnam Buddhist Researc Institution and the Central Tibet-
an Administration in Dharamsala, India (photo top) and from the Sri Lanka and the Mongolian National
center - Dashichoilin Monastery (photo below)
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Members of delegations from Bangladesh National Center and the Kingdom of Cambodia. Photos of the
ABCP Executive Council meeting by Phuntsog Toldan

related to membership fee size, the new article in the
draft Charter on ABCP and Partnership, as well as
the nomination of ABCP President by the three re-
gions of ABCP on a rotational basis. The Executive
Council members noted the importance of mem-
bership fees, but some EC members (Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka) referring to the 14th Executive Council
Meeting held on 7-8 October 2023 in Ho Chi Minh,
Vietnam said that the membership fee should be
scaled and not fixed, as not all National Centers are
in a financial position to pay the fee of 1,000 USD a
year. No final decision was taken on the matter and
it was left open for discussion in the next Executive
Council meeting after the Revised and Edited ver-
sion of the ABCP Charter is adopted. The Executive
Council members supported the idea of promoting
partnership with individuals, institutions and NGOs
which had similar or identical goals and objectives
as ABCP for developing partnership and collabora-
tion in the interests of mutual benefit. The Executive
Council members (Sri Lanka - Sumanatissa Chapter)
noted that the founders of ABCP 54 years ago had
made it a point that Mongolia should remain the
President of ABCP given that it is headquartered in

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia since its establishment and
that the National Centers would like to continue
with this decision and tradition, while the three re-
gions of ABCP could become the Vice Presidents on
a rotational basis. This suggestion was supported by
all the Executive Council members.

All the members supported the draft of the re-
vised and edited version of the charter. The ABCP
HQ was asked to share with all the National Centers
the final Revised and Edited Version of the ABCP
Charter after its consideration and approval by the
12th General Assembly. The 15th Executive Coun-
cil by a majority of votes, endorsed the draft Revised
and Edited version of the Charter and decided to
recommend the General Assembly for its consider-
ation and approval.

3. The executive Council discussed the re-
quest from Bhutan for ABCP membership Bhutan
is known for its ancient Buddhist Culture and for its
standing as a Buddhist nation. The Executive Coun-
cil unanimously approved the request from Bhutan
and recommended to the General Assembly for its
approval and acceptance of Bhutan as a member of
ABCP.
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ABCP Executive Council
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The presidium of the ABCP EXecutive Council meeting. Photo: left to riight - Mr. Sonam Wangchuk Sakspo,

ABCP Deputy Secretary General, Lama B. Munkhbaatar, assistant to ABCP President, Most Ven. Gabju
D.emberel Choijamts, President of ABCB, Most Ven. Da Lama Khunkhur Byambajav, Secretary General,
ABCP and Mr. Chanrav Burenbayar, ABCP Senior Manager. Photo by Phuntsog Toldan

4. The Myanmar delegation, which had come for
the 12th General Assembly of ABCP, had also ex-
pressed their willingness and desire to join ABCP.
However, a formal request from Myanmar is still
awaited and it was decided the request will be con-
sidered when received from Myanmar.

5. The Executive Council Meeting decided to set
up an Editorial Committee of the General Assem-
bly to draft the final documents of the General As-
sembly. The Editorial committee included represen-
tatives from the National Centers of India, Russia,
Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

6. Mr. Sonam Wangchuk, representing the In-

dian National Center, informed that Ven. Jangchub
Choeden, who was holding the position of the Vice
President of ABCP, had expressed his desire to re-
sign from this position in view of his election as
the Secretary General of the International Buddhist
Confederation (IBC). Considering the resigna-
tion request of Ven. Jangchub Choeden, Mr. Sonam
Wangchuk proposed that Ven. Konchok Wangdu
from India may be accepted as the Vice President of
ABCP for the remainder of the tenure of Geshe Jang-
chub Choedon. Members of the Executive Council
approved the request.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks. n

NOTE: A meeting was held between the Executive Council of ABCP and Dharma Alliance, a
tax-exempt, non-profit organization based in Geneva, Switzerland. It was held on Thursday, 18
January 2024 in New Delhi during which the sides discussed the draft Framework of Cooperation
Agreement between ABCP and Dharma Alliance. Dr. Prashant Sharma, President of President of
Dharma Alliance made a presentation detailing the objectives and mission on Dharma Alliance.
The Executive Council members of ABCP decided to sign the Framework of Cooperation Agree-
ment between ABCP and Dharma Alliance. For more on the partnership between ABCP and
Dharma Alliance go to page 62 of this magazine.
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THE DALAI LAMA

MESSAGE

| would like to offer warm greetings to my spiritual brothers and sisters taking
part in the 12th General Conference of the Asian Buddhist Conference for
Peace (ABCP) in New Delhi. Having been aware of ABCP’s activities since
its inception in the 1970s, | also wish to express my appreciation of the
initiatives it has taken over the years to create greater awareness of the need to
promote peace in Asia and the wider world, as well as the efforts it has made
to strengthen Buddhist culture and values.

It is important that we seek a genuine determination to achieve global
demilitarisation. In this respect, some kind of inner disarmament is necessary
to have the confidence to eliminate physical weapons.

In the world today, it is very clear that our tendency to see other people in
terms of ‘us' and ‘them’ sadly leads to divisions that give rise to conflicts. This
occurs because we fail to appreciate the oneness of humanity, However, when
we recognise that we are all the same as human beings. we can leamn to live in
harmony and friendship and help one another.

If we develop compassion (karuna) within and avoid doing harm to others on
the basis of non-violence (ahimsa), we will create happiness and reduce
suffering for everyone. By cultivating a warm-hearted attitude towards others
we will be on good terms with those around us.

By working to reduce the threat that violence. poverty and damage to the
environmental pose to us all, you will help not only those of us who are alive
today, but even generations yet to come. All of us must work to promote a
sense of universal brotherhood and sisterhood.

I wish you success in the deliberations of the Conference.

With my prayers and good wishes,

kl/'\.//\’a 1 v~
LA

6 January 2024
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Prime Minister

MESSAGE

Namo Buddhaya! My best wishes and heartfelt greetings to the 12th General
Agsembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace (ABCP). It is a great honour to
welcome you all to New Delhi, especially since an Assembly of ABCP is happening
here after five decades. As the world is going through a historic and significant phase,
the importance of this gathering becomes even more profound.

The motto of the 12th General Assembly, *ABCP - Buddhist Voice of the Global
South’, is laudable. While it reflects the shared history and heritage of many countries
of Asia, it also takes current realities and a shared future into account. As a nation that
has always been guided by the principles of Bhagwan Buddha and as a strong votary
of the interests of the Global South, the motto of this gathering resonates with India.
India is the land of Bhagwan Buddha. As I have said earlier, we are proud to belong
to a nation that has given the world 'Buddha' and not Yuddha' (war).

Whether it is the development of the Buddhist circuit, boosting connectivity for
international travellers to access sites of Buddhist heritage, efforts such as the India
International Centre for Buddhist Culture, or the popularisation of Bhagwan
Buddha's message, India is committed to ensuring that the younger generations
across the world learn more about Bhapwan Buddha and pet inspired by His ideals.
The challenges faced by the world are shared challenges - be it climate change,
conflict, termorism or poverty, These are problems that know no boundaries, Such
problems can only be solved by a common, collaborative and collective approach.,
The principles of Bhagwan Buddha not only help bring us together on a common
platform but also contain the solutions to many of these challenges that we face.

In this context, platforms such as the ABCP are important in shaping a
cotmimon future.

The diverse activities of the ABCP are a testament to the proactive engagement of its
members. It is heartening to witness your commitment to promoting mutual
understanding and cooperation between nations and societies.

The ABCPs proactive collaboration with international bodies reflects its inclusive
and forward-looking approach to addressing the challenges faced by the world.

I hope that with the spirit of "9 #=d ATEH (May all be well), this assembly
emerges as a source of enlightenment, inspiration, courage, and strength for the
whaole world,

i

(Marendra Modi)
New Delhi

T 26, 9T T 1945
16" January 2024
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Hon'ble President of Bangladesh

PRESIDENT
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
BANGABRHABAM, DHAKA,
03 Magh 1430
17 January 2024

Message

I weleome the initiative of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace (ABCP) to
organize its 12" General Assembly in New Delhi. On this auspicious occasion, |
canvey my heartfelt felicitation to the organizers, delegates, guests and Buddhist
community all over the world.

Every religion of the world advocates for peace, just and human rights.
similarly, 1 believe that it is our noble responsibilities 1o establish world peace and
serenity crossing all the barriers of religion, caste and creed. Buddhism bears the
significance of peace, love and compassion. It is praise-worthy that peace-loving
Buddhist community are immensely contributing towards upholding peace and
harmony around the world through their non-violence, and humanitarian activities.
Moreover, the Buddhist are carrying the thousand years old glorious history and
heritage and maintaining rites ol passage, tradition and culture with due religious
tervor.

ABCT as a prestigious international organization is working for durable peace
and improving the quality of life of the people. ABCP Promotes the dissemination and
realization of Lord Buddha's teaching on the lofty ideals of peace, equality and human
dignity. 1t is admirable that ABCP is also working to strive for general and complete
disarmament and for banning the production and use of nuclear and other weapon of
mass destruction. The United Nations recogmized its activities and granted ARCP the
status of an Accredited Non-Governmental Organization with the Econumic and
Social Council (ECOSOC),

| hope this General Assembly would help ABCP tighten the bond of friendship
among the members and inspire them to continue their efforts towards humanity,
I wish all success of the 12" General Assembly of ABCP.

Joi Bangla,

Khoda Hafer. May Bangladesh Live Forever, & - :
Ind- Shsbrbnddm

'Jfﬁ ohammed Shahabuddin
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PRIME MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REFPUBLIC OF

BANGLADESH

03 Magh 1430
17 January 2024

Message

I am happy to learn that 12th General Assembly of Asian Buddhist Conference for
Peace (ABCP) is being held in New Delhi, India on 17- 18 January 2024, 1 have pleasure
to know that a2 4-member delegation of ABCP Bangladesh National Center headed by Ven.
Buddhapriva Mahathero, President of Bangladesh Buddha Kristi Prachar Sangha (BBKPS)
and President of ABCP Bangladesh National Center arc going to participate in this
ceremony,

Bangladesh i5 a country of religious harmony. People of different religious
communities living in peace in this country. People of all religions irrespective of cast &
creed are performing their religious activities in Bangladesh. Our constitution guarantecs
equal rights to citizen of all religions. Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman adopted secularism as one of the basic principles in the constitution to cnsure the
religious freedom of people of the country.

Gautam Buddha’s teaching and practices inspire human race 1o achieve ‘Nirbana'
spiritual perfection of mind and body. Gautam Buddha was born as a human being, lived
as a man, achieved *Nirbana® as a man and also died as a man and thus he exalted the
dignity of human race. Ilis teachings urge his followers to halt hatred. stop Killing and
love humanity. '

Bangladesh’s soil and people are mingled with ancient Buddhist monasterics
including many old Buddhist Viharas. The contribution of the people of Buddhist
Community to religious harmony and nation-building is undeniable like the people of all
other religions. T believe, the people of Bangladesh irrespective of cast and religion will
uphold the glories tradition of religious harmony, and actively participate in the ongoing
development activities of the Awami League government.

[ wish the 12th General Assembly of ABCP a grand success.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever.

{/‘}u"" 2"\(4’”\{

Sheikh Hasina




Hon'ble Speaker of Mongolia

STATE GREAT HURAL
(PARLIAMENT) OF
MONGOLIA

MOHTI'OJI YJICBIH
UX XVYPAJI

State Palace Tek: 976-51-262150
Ulaanbamar 976-51-261758
Mongolia 976-51-262866
http://www.parliument.mn

foreign. relations@parliament.mn

Mauguunras

[asH AanxuiH 3HX aMranas, 38 HaraanN, Wyaapra €c, XyH TePeNXTHAUA YHIT 3yNNcuir
Baxxkyynax, Banranb A3NXMAN33 XanpnaH xamraanaxbiH TENeex HaraAmMan 30punro Oyxui
ONOH ynceliH BypxaHbl WaWWHTHYYABIH CaliH Aypaapaa 3BNanaa3H Haraax 1969 owp
Ynaanbaartap xotHoo Ganryyncan AsuviH ByaauctyyabiH 3HX TaweHel Gara xypneiv 12
ayraap Epenxwid wyynrad Byra Hanpampax 3Hatxar YnceiH Huacnan Wunxa fenu xotHoO
2024 oxbl 1 ayraap capoid 17-18-Hbl apYyyaaa 6ok Banraan Gaspran banxa.

Mouronuyya TapTa3 13 gyraap 3yyHaac XyHW UTT3N YHAIMWNAWAL XYHASTI3H ONOH
WawvH 38 HanpTanraap 39parysaH opwux Hexuenuar Bypayynxk Gaincad Gaxapxam Tyyx,
Basnar ynamiknantan 6unas. Buee uartr 4 MoHron Ync olyH caHaadbl 3px deneer
3PX3IMN3H AIIAINAAC YHIT YN, HaMpcar coén, ynawixmanaa YPramKknyynau A3nrapyymk
IHXMIAT IPXIMNIACIH, HIINTTIN, Bue aaacaH, onoH TynryypT ranaan 6oanoro seyynk 6anxa.
Moxron ¥Ync YHacaH xyyne Gonou 6ycan xyynb Torroomx, MoHron YncelH H3ra3H opcoH
ONOH YNCbIH r3P33, KOHBEHUOOD XYN3acaH yypar, xapuyunara, HYB-biH XyHun 3pxuin
TYraaMan TyHxarnanbir 6apumrnaH XyHuil apx, apX 4enee, WallMH WYTIX, 3C LWYTIX IPXUAT
TyywiTai caxuH xaMmraank, ONoH WallHb! yperan, y3an cadaa, anraarai 6anansir XyHA3Trax
3amaap gasH A3NXMAH aMmap amranad, 3X A3NXUWAH TeNeex HUATUAH XyuWH Yapmannrtag
GoauTo xyBb HOMP3I3 Opyymxk Ganraar OHUMOH TaMAIrNIXMIAr Xycax GaiHa.

Bypxansl wawHe 6anryynnara 6onox Ynaanbaarapr 1estan AaniH Byaauctyyabii
9Hx TaleHbl Bara xypan Hb MoHron YnceiH ranaag 6oanoroa 30Xux Xysb HIMAP OpPYYmK
Banraar Tamaarnaxaq Taataum Havua.

Onon ynceid xypuaaman 6anaan A3nXmiH ONOH YNC OPHbLI @apAa TYM3H, TYYHUA 40TOP
MoHronbiH apa TYMHWIA CITraNWIAT UX34 Tyrwaak Bawraa aHa3 yea AsuitH ByaaucTyyabiH 3HX
TansHbl Bara xypnbiH 12 ayraap Epenxun uyynrad “AB3TBEX Hb [anxvitH emMHeawunH
Byaavcr ayy xoonon” racad ypuad gop Gonxk 6airaa Hb Lar yes ONCOH anxam rax y3ax
DaitHa. OH3 30pUNTBIH XYpaaHa Asuiid ByaauctyyabiH Bairyynnara Asnxuit gaxvHa aHx
aMmranaH Tortoox, bypxaH GarwmitH 3HIPIHIYR, HUTYYNC3X Y3AWAr TYradH A3Nrapyyax
YANCUIAH TONBO LUWHI 30PUNT A3BLUYYMK MAIBX HYapMaNNTTan axunnana rox utrax bannHa.

2024000006
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SH3P3HIYA, HUNYYNC3HIYIA CaTranTan Halimaax ync TYMHYYA XapuniuaH oinronuox,
TAP XIMKIIIIP HIM HIFHWIAX33 A3rYyp 3pX aluMr, YNC OPHYYAbIH Xandawryi Gue paacaH
Gananbir XYHASTraX YaaHa. MHracHaap BypxaH GarumiH HOMMIOCHOOP Xamar 3yAnviH
3ypraad aMmbTaH 38 TYHXWHT3W, amap amranaH ambjaapHa. ¢

OHAXYY 3PXAM 30PUNroA XYPaxuiH Tenee AsunH ByaaucTyyabiH 3HX TavBHb bara
xypan ynam onoH OyaHTalm yian OGyTaaXuilr’ epeexviti XamT TaHaw 3HX TansaHu
ByaavcTyyasiH xepenreenuwit 12 ayraap Epexxuit yyynraHa aMmxunT xycae.

MOHIOf YACbLIH UX XYPNbIH OAPTA

Vv f

FOMBOXABbIH 3AHOAHILATAP

English translation of the message of greetings

12 January 2024

MESSAGE OF GREETINGS - SPEAKER OF THE STATE GREAT KHURAL OF MONGOLIA

I am pleased to learn that the 12" General Assem-
bly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace, a vol-
untary movement of international Buddhists united by
a common goal of fostering world peace, unity, justice,
strengthening human values, and safeguarding the nat-
ural world, will convene in New Delhi, the capital of
the Republic of India, on 17-18 January, 2024.

The Mongols have a proud history and a rich tradi-
tion, dating as far back as the 13th century, of creating
the preconditions for a peaceful coexistence of different
religions, thus respecting the faith and convictions of
a person. Even today, Mongolia is conducting a peace-
loving, open, independent and multi-polar foreign pol-
icy by continuing and promoting the values, friendly
culture and traditions that uphold spiritual freedom.
Mongolia, upholding the Constitution and other laws
and legislation, the commitments undertaken under
international treaties and conventions acceded to by
the country, and guided by the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, unwaveringly safeguards human
rights and freedom, the right to belief and non-belief,
and I would like to emphasize that by way of respecting
different streams, ideologies and differences of many
religions, Mongolia is making a tangible contribution
to global tranquility and the universal efforts for the
good of the Mother Earth.

It is a pleasure to note that the Asian Buddhists
Conference for Peace, a Buddhist organization, which
has its headquarters in Ulaanbaatar, is making relevant
contribution to the foreign policy of Mongolia.

Today, when international tension is causing grave
concern of the peoples of world countries, including
that of the Mongolian people, it is very timely that the
12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Confer-
ence for Peace is being held under the motto "ABCP
- Buddhist voice of the Global South." I am confident
that this organization of Asian Buddhists, guided by
this objective, will work diligently by setting forth new
goals and tasks towards establishing peace and tran-
quility throughout the world, and spreading Lord Bud-
dha's teachings on compassion and kindness.

Through compassion and kindness can nations
foster mutual understanding, and respect each other's
fundamental interests and the inviolability of the inde-
pendence of countries. Then only can all the sentient
beings, as taught by Lord Buddha, live in harmony and
peace.

In pursuit of this noble mission, I wish that the
Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace will accom-
plish greater noble deeds and taking this opportunity, I
would like to wish success to the 12th General Assem-
bly of the peace movement of the Buddhists.

Dhammaduta, March 2024 17



President of Sri Lanka

MESSAGE

It is with great pleasure | extend warm congratulations to all the participants of the 12
General Assembly of the Asia Buddhist Conference for Peace (ABCP), scheduled to take
place in New Delhi, India, from January 17t to 18%, 2024,

The ABCP is a momentous occasion that brings together the collective wisdom,
spirituality and compassion of Buddhist leaders, scholars, practitioners and advocates
from diverse corners of Asia. This assembly stands as a testament to the shared
commitment to fostering harmony, understanding and cooperation among the varied
Buddhist communities across the continent.

The overarching goal of the ABCP to promote the principles of peace, compassion and
social welfare resonates deeply with the timeless teachings of Buddhism. As all of you
gather in New Delhi, may the collective efforts serve to strengthen the bonds that unite
everyone and reaffirm the dedication to the values that lie at the heart of Buddhism. |
am confident that the discussions and interactions during this assembly will contribute
significantly to the promotion of peace and understanding, not only within our Buddhist
communities but also in the world.

May the 12t General Assembly of the Asia Buddhist Conference for Peace be a source of
inspiration and a catalyst for positive change. | wish all participants fruitful
deliberations and a harmonious gathering that advances the noble principles of
Buddhism.

@\MLM\;:}L

Ranil Wickremesinghe
President
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

09 January 2024

8 esm coOmsFin SO Sedca
Sonmss sepnus Gsmedisd SRS
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
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President - Taego Order Korean Buddhism

Congratulatory Remarks

I sincerely congratulate yon on making the 12th ‘;Fl'l_'l"lll Assembly of the Asian Boddhist
Conference for Peace held in New Delhi, India, a successful and fruitful event. We would like to
express our gratitude to the Indian headquarters for hosting this General assembly and
providing both m:teri;ﬂ and spiritual support.

Fortunately | attended the 11th General Assembly held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in 2019 as
the them President of the Taego Order and received a warm welcome. | regret that doe to
various circumstances, [ will not be able to atiend the 12th General Assembly held in India. 1
promise o attend the next 13th General Assembly as much as possible.

Az far as [ know, the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace has now become a world Buddhist
organization attended by Buddhist leaders not only from Asia but also from all over the world,
presenting wisdom and vision to society and the public for world peace and the improvement of
human spiritual civilization.

World Buddhism is facing many challenges due to various changing circumstances. The
current trend is that the number of Buddhists is decreasing and young people who want to
become monks and practice asceticism are avoiding the religion called Buddhism,

There will be many topics (0 discuss at this 12th General Assembly, but 1 hope that the
opinions of world Buddhisi leaders who can provide alternatives in these areas will be expressed.

I hope that the 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for peace will be held
successfully and be a fruitful event.

Janunary 17, 2568 (2024)

Pyeon Baek-un, } 5 i
the 26th President of the Taego Order of Korean Buddhism |~ i ;
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NATIONAL VIETNAM BUDDHIST SANGHA
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Ho Chi Minh City, Jan 15, 2024

His Eminence Gabji Choijamts Demberel,
President of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FOR THE 12™ ABCP GENERAL ASSEMBLY

On behalf of the National Vietnam Buddhist Sangha, [ extend my warmest
congratulations to all participants of this significant event, to be held at the Asoka Hotel
in Delhi on 17th and 18th January 2024. This gathering marks a momentous milestone
in the journey towards peace and harmony.

First and foremost, I would like to express my deep appreciation for the
commendable contributions made by ABCP since its establishment in 1970 in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Throughout the years, this esteemed organization has been at the
forefront of the world peace movement, tirelessly working toward conflict resolution
and fostering understanding among nations and cultures. Your unwavering dedication
and tireless efforts have not gone unnoticed, and the world is indebted to you for your
valuable contributions.

The Buddhist message of wisdom, compassion, loving-kindness, and world peace
remains as relevant today as it was centuries ago. As we witness ongoing conflicts in
various parts of the world, such as Europe, the Middle East, and Yemen, we must draw
upon the teachings of Buddhism to guide us toward a more peaceful and harmonious
existence. The principles of non-violence, empathy, and understanding that Buddhism
espouses are essential in addressing the root causes of conflicts and promoting lasting
peace.

In this era of unprecedented global challenges, unity, and collective wisdom are
more important than ever. The Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace provides a platform
for individuals and organizations to come together, exchange ideas, and develop action
plans aimed at fostering peace and harmony. Your united efforts and shared wisdom will
undoubtedly pave the way for a brighter future, where conflicts are resolved through
dialogue and compassion.

As we embark on this esteemed gathering, I urge all participants to engage in
fruitful discussions, share experiences, and explore innovative solutions to the
challenges we face. Let us embrace the power of collaboration and forge strong
partnerships that transcend borders and ideologies. Together, we can create a world
where peace and understanding prevail.
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President - Vietnam Buddhist Sangha

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to Mr. Sonam Wangchuk Shakspo,
Deputy Secretary General ABCP, the organizers, volunteers, and all those involved in
making this event possible. Your dedication and hard work are instrumental in ensuring
the success of this assembly. :

May this 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace be a
resounding success, and may it catalyze positive change in our world. May the noble
teachings of Buddhism continue to guide us on the path towards a more peaceful and
harmonious existence.

Yours sincerely,

His Emim€nce Thich Thien Nhon
Deputy Sangharaja - President
of Vietnam Buddhist Sangha

-
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The 12" General Assembly of the

Asian Buddhists Conference for
Peace - ABCP

The 12 General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace - ABCP, which was held in New Delhi,
the capital of the Republic of India on 17-18 January 2025, was graced by the Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dankhar, Vice
President of the Republic ofIndia and Hon'ble Shri Kiren Rijiju, Cabinet Minister of Earth Sciences and Food
Processing Industries in the Government of India, Special guests of the ABCP GA. Seated right to the Hon'ble
Vice President of India are the Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President of ABCP and Most Ven. Da Lama Kh.
Byambajav, Secretary General of ABCP. The General Assembly was attended by all the ABCP National Centers
from Bangladesh (Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha and Bangladesh ABCP National Center), Cambodia, Depart-
ment of Religion and Culture, Central Tibetan Administration, India, Japan, Republic of Korea (Taego Order),
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Mongolia (2 National Centers at Gandan Tegchenling and Sashichoiling
monasteries), Nepal, Russia (IvolginskyDatsan and AginskyDatsan), Sri Lanka (Ven. Dr. Sumatissa and Ven. Dr.
Wipulasara Chapters), Thailand, and Vietnam (Vietnam Buddhist University and Vietnam Buddhist Research
Institute). Representatives of Myanmar and Burma also attended the General Assemblu for the first time. (Photo
by Phuntsog Toldan)
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Inauguration - Vice President of India

"Together, as a family
united by Buddha, we can
illuminate the world with

his message of peace”

“ABCP - THE BUDDHIST I

VOICE OF

| EASHOK HOTE!
NEW DELHL INDIA

118 Janunry, 202
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12" General Assembly _'_“-'?"-? :

GLOBAL SOUTH"
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The Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, Vice President of India addressing the inaugural session of
the 12" General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace.

Best wishes and greetings to the 12th General As-
sembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
(ABCP).

It is a great honour to welcome you all to New
Delhi, especially since an Assembly of Asian Bud-
dhist Conference for Peace is happening here after
five decades. Welcome to Bharat home to 1/6 hu-

manity. The importance of this gathering assumes
significance as the world is passing through a histor-
ic and transformational phase.

We gather at the 12th ABCP General Assem-
bly under the timely theme: "ABCP - The Buddhist
Voice of Global South."

This coincides with India's growing leadership
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Most Ven. Gabju Demberel Choijamts, President of ABCP and Most Ven. Da Lama Kh. Byambajav, Secre-
tary General of ABCP (first on left) and Shri Kiren Rijiju (second on right in photo) welcoming the Hon'ble
Jagdeep Dhankhar, Vice President of the Republic of India, who was the Chief Guest of the 12th ABCP GA.
Photo below shows the chief guesets and also Dr. Khy Sovanratana, Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs and International Cooperation, Kingdom of Cambodia, and President of ABCP Cambodia National
Center (at the extreme right in the photo below)
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Inauguration - Vice President of India
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The Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, Vice President of India with Shri Kiren Rijiju, Hon'bleMInister of Earth Sciences
of India, Most Ven. Pramaha Surasak Paccantaseno, Assistant Professor from the Office of Vice Rector for Foreign Affairs of the
Mahachulalongkornarajavidyalaya University in Bangkok, Thailand and ABCP President Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts

role, amplifying the voices of the Global South. As
evidenced by its G20 presidency and the "Voice of
Global South Summit," India is committed to repre-
senting the concerns of nations with three-quarters
of the world's population.

The tone for me was set when the momento was
given to me and what was indicated there I read for
the benefit of those who are here and those outside
in the entire world, it carried a message which can-
not be more impact full and contemporaneously
relevant and a beacon for everyone. The messages I
quote “May those who fight with arms in hands meet
with flowers”

The motto is soothing as Bharat as a nation has
been guided by the principles of Bhagwan Buddha.
This event is significant as we are gathered in the
capital of a country where Buddhism was born and
spread to diverse corners of the world, including all
the countries that are members of this prestigious in-
ternational organization for the noble cause of peace.

India is the land of Bhagwan Buddha. As appro-
priately reflected by Prime Minister Modi “we are
proud to belong to a nation that has given the world
'Buddha’ and not 'Yuddha' (war).

India is committed to ensuring that the younger

generations across the world learn more about Bhag-
wan Buddha and get inspired by His ideals.

India is proactive, be it the development of the
Buddhist circuit, boosting connectivity for interna-
tional travellers to access sites of Buddhist heritage,
or the efforts such as the India International Centre
for Buddhist Culture, or the popularisation of Bhag-
wan Buddha's message.

World today faces challenges that are univer-
sal and call for concerted efforts be it the climate
change, conflict, terrorism or poverty.

These challenges to humanity are existential and
can be addressed by common resolve and collabora-
tive and collective approach. The principles of Bhag-
wan Buddha are no less than a beacon of hope and
light to catalyse convergence of all stakeholders on a
common platform.

Platforms such as the ABCP are important in
shaping a common future and directing a positive
discourse

The diverse activities of the ABCP are a testament
of the proactive engagement of its members.

Continued on page 28
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The Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, Vice President of India with Shri Kiren Rijiju, Hon'ble Minister of Earth Sci-
ences of India, Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, ABCP President and Dr. Khy Sovanratana, Secretary of State,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Kingdom of Cambodia, and President of ABCP
Cambodia National Centre on the dias of the 12th General Assembly of ABCP (photo top) and greetings heads of
delegations frpm the Korea, Sri Lanka and Vietnam National Centers (photo below)
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Inauguration - Vice President of India

The Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, Vice President of India meeting with Ven. Ugen Namgyel, Khenpo, Central Mo-
nastic Body of Bhutan, a Buddhist Asian country, which joined ABCP as a new member at the 12" General Assembly

It is heartening to witness your
commitment to promoting mutu-
al understanding and cooperation
between nations and societies.
The ABCP's proactive collabora-
tion with international bodies re-
flects its inclusive and forward-
looking approach of addressing
the challenges faced by the world.

Buddha's timeless wisdom,
woven into the fabric of our
world, offers a powerful path to
peace. His Four Noble Truths and
Eightfold Path guide us towards
inner peace, compassion, and
non-violence - a transformative
roadmap for individuals and na-
tions facing today's conflicts.

In a world yearning for harmo-
ny, Buddha's light shines bright-
est. Let us embrace his teachings
and build a future where peace
prevails. Beyond mere coexis-
tence, Buddha's teachings weave
a tapestry of understanding, em-

pathy, and shared well-being. In a
world rife with division, his wis-
dom shines brighter than ever. Let
us follow the light of tolerance,
justice, and a shared commitment
to peace, paving the way for a fu-
ture where all flourish and Virtu-
osity blossoms, sublimity shines.

Our shared heritage, woven
with faith, culture, and love, forms
an unbreakable thread. Together,
as a family united by Buddha, we
can illuminate the world with his
message of peace. Violence has
never generated humanity and
peace has never laid to divisions.

Across the continent, Buddhist
stupas stand as silent testaments
to Buddha's enduring wisdom.
Whispers of chants and vibrant
festivals echo his teachings, re-
minding us of India's role as his
birthplace and a beacon of non-
violence, peace, and compassion
for millennia.

This ethos, reflected in our
Constitution and national em-
blem, compels us to share his
message with the world, just as
India has always shared its knowl-
edge and wisdom. The Indian
Constitution's artwork reflects
5,000 years of history, particular-
ly in Part V, where Lord Buddha
graces the section on Union gov-
ernance.

This placement symbolizes the
ideals of enlightenment - a par-
liamentary system, independent
judiciary, and balance of power -
guiding the nation's highest insti-
tutions.

Buddha's teachings inspire In-
dia's service-driven governance,
prioritizing citizen welfare and
inclusivity, from farmers and the
vulnerable to the &[q . This
commitment extends to environ-
mental sustainability, where the
interconnectedness of all life
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The Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Vice President of
India geeting the delegates and
particilants of the 12" General
Assembly of ABCP (Photos top
to bottom in this page)
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Inauguration - Vice President of India

The Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, Vice President of India greeting the participants in the 12" General Assembly

guides India's advocacy for a greener future.

Initiatives such as the International Solar Alli-
ance, launched by India, and Mission LiFE, reflect
our commitment to harnessing sustainable and clean
energy for the well-being of our planet.

Gautama Buddha's message of peace, harmony,
and coexistence stands stark against forces of hate
and terror that threaten our world. But hope lives
in those who believe in humanity. Let us converge,
guided by Buddha's wisdom, not just as a relic of the
past, but as a compass for the future.

In an age of ethical uncertainty, his teachings of-
fer a path of sustainability: simplicity, moderation,
and reverence for all life. By embracing this intercon-
nectedness, we can build a harmonious future with
our planet.

On the occasion of this 12th General Assem-
bly, let us ignite the embers of Buddha's wisdom.
For within its light, we discover not only person-
al peace, but the power to forge a world united in
harmony.

Our Prime Minister, Modi ji, rightly called Bud-
dhism the "biggest strength of earth." Let this truth
be our banner, as we, the Asian Buddhist Conference
for Peace, march ever forward in its spirit.

Remember, Buddha's teachings are not relics of
the past, but a compass for our future. As technol-
ogy races ahead, his Middle Path - a tapestry of
friendship, moderation, and reverence for all life -
offers a sustainable path for us and our planet. His
thought process principles and essence all model
dated when the world is faced with disruptive
technologies.

Therefore, let us not merely gather here, but pro-
actively champion the Buddha's message. Let our de-
liberations birth a vigorous program of action, echo-
ing his call to befriend one another and work for the
betterment of all humanity.

May this Assembly become a beacon, illuminat-
ing a path where borders fade and shared under-
standing reigns. May the light of Buddha guide us,
transforming not just ourselves, but the very fabric
of our world.

Together, let us build a future where peace is not
a dream, but a shared endeavor. For in the spirit of
Buddha, we know: there is no other way.

. As Lord Buddha taught us, ‘Hdq ddd
HIAIH’: which means blessings, compassion
and welfare of all.

Thank you.

30 Dhammaduta, March 2024



ABCP is a time-tested organization

ASIAN BUDDHIST CONFERENCE FOR PEACE

THE ASHOK HOTE

NEW DELHI, INDIA

1=-18 January, 2024

-'_h . 2

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Hon'ble Minister of Earth Sciences addressing

The Fourteenth Meeting of the Asian Buddhists
Conference for Peace (ABCP) was held in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam on October 7-8, 2023.

Namo Buddhaya!

1. Shri Jagdeep Dhankar, Hon'ble Vice President
of India

2. Dr. (Smt.) Sudesh Dhankar, Hon'ble first lady
of India

3. Most Venerable Choijamts Demberel, Presi-
dent, ABCP

4. Dr. Khy Sovanratana, Secretary of State Royal
Government of Cambodia

5. 6. Lama Lobzang, Executive President of IBC

7. Rev. Ashin Nyanissara, Myanmar

8. Ven. Dalama Khunkhur Byambajav, Secretary
General of ABCP

9. Ven. Kundeling Rinpoche, Ambassadors,

the inaugural session of the 12" General Assemble of ABCP

members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Delegates from 15 Asian countries.

Most Venerable Members of the Maha Sangha
present here in this Dharma gathering; Members of
the diplomatic community;

Dignitaries from different countries, Erudite
Buddhist Scholars, Dharma practitioners, Media-
persons;

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Greetings and Namami

At this moment I feel honored and joyful to
be present here at this sacred occasion of the 12th
General Assembly of Asian Buddhist Conference
for Peace. I am thankful to the Organizers andcon-
gratulate all the Members of the ABCP, who have as-
sembled here from various countries to participate
in this General Conference. I feel assured that such
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Inauguration

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Hon'ble Minister of Earth Sciences of India with Most Ven.

Gabju D. Choijamts, former Khambo Lama of Gandan Tegchenling Monas-

tery, the Center of Mongolian Buddhists at the Ulaanbaatar aiport soon after
the Holy Relics of Buddha were brought to Mongolia in 2023

Shri Kiren Rijiju with Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, former Khambo Lama
of Gandan Tegchenling Monastery and other lamas at the Ulaanbaatar air-
port with the Holy Relics of Buddha

a rare and unique Dharma gather-
ing involving Sangha leaders, emi-
nent Buddhist scholars and Dhar-
ma practitioners from all over the
world would be able to contribute
meaningfully towards spreading
the Universal message of Lord
Buddha very much needed in the
chaotic modern world. The over-
whelming response to this event
from Sangha and Buddhist leaders
from across the world indicates
the enthusiasm and keenness that
persists globally towards seeking

Universal wellbeing, Peace and
Compassion through the teach-
ings of the Buddha.

I have been associated with
this organization from the past
and was always keen to see the
ABCP grow in strength and stride
over the years. However, due to
numerous factors the organiza-
tion, while remaining active in
its functional format, has been
consistently striving to attain the
global stature as deserving of its
capabilities and potential. Dur-

ing a meeting I held with rep-
resentatives of the ABCP at my
residence recently, I realized that
there was a renewed vigor with
which the office bearers wanted
the organization to play a lead
role in achieving its aims and
objectives. I understand that
a lot of ground work has been
done towards this end and
a serious reorganization has
been perceived for the orga-
nization. I extend all my sup-
port to the members and the
leadership of the ABCP and
am always available for any
advice or guidance.

When we speak of Buddhism
and Asia, we are talking of a
large span of area and popula-
tion which is multi-cultural,
multi ethnic, encompassing the
collective and diverse customs
and traditions of art, architec-
ture, music, literature, lifestyle,
philosophy, food, politics and
religion that have been practiced
and maintained by the numer-
ous ethnic groups of the con-
tinent since pre-history. Bud-
dhism has undoubtedly been a
critical factor in binding several
of the nations in Asia together
and also with India. It has given
us all a way of life which has its
rich values. In a way, Buddhism
has been a strong, trusted and
reliable philosophy or way of life
or religion - whatever we may
call it, to bring about a high de-
gree of belief in non-violence
and peace and a life practiced
based on wisdom and compas-
sion.

The message of world peace
that it conveys is seen as the ba-
sic strand of human civilization;
even prosperity and peace are
inter-dependent. Although hu-
man civilization is still coloured
with war and violence, but peace
has subsequently been restored
with the realisation that without
peace human civilisation will
be extinct. The Buddhist phi-
losophy urges for mutual trusts
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The Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, Vice President of India and Shri Kiren Rijiju, Hon'ble Minister of Earth
Sciences at the inaugural session of the 12" General Assemble of ABCP

cooperation, self-sacrifices and
inner satisfactions which negate
the possibilities of conflict and
violence. Infact, it leads to the
essence of peace which is vital
component of ourmodern soci-
ety and civilization.

In this context, Buddhist
teaching of evolving practice of
peace and non-violence from in-
ner sense which ultimately leads
to harmony between different
socio-cultural groups, religious
beliefs and nation-states has al-
ways been a promising philoso-
phy. In my opinion, Buddhism
is the strength of Asia and will
always remain a strong founda-
tion for a stable, confident and
dynamic Asia. Whether it is
politics or economy or defence
relations or the booming tech-
nological strength which form
the basis of a country’s existen-
tial matrix, with the underlying

belief in Buddhism a nation can
overcome any challenges that it
faces.

Having said this,] must em-
phasise that the ABCP is a time
tested organization created as
early as in 1970 and has seen
the world change through wars
and conflicts, poverty and so-
cial degradation, terrorism
and insurgencies, political and
economic changes of differ-
ent nature - some good and
some bad. At the same time
the ABCP has also seen the
growth of Asia, which is the
largest and most populous of
the continents, as Asia became
richer faster than any other re-
gion of the world. Of course
not to mention the turnaround
brought about by the techno-
logical and scientific advance-
ment that Asia has seen.

This deep rooted experience

and durable existence of the or-
ganization undoubtedly gives
it the strength and confidence
to not only strive for universal
peace, harmony and coopera-
tion among nations but also to
further their economic and so-
cial advancement and promoting
respect for justice and human
dignity. We need to remember
that the Buddhist culture, tra-
dition and heritage binds us all
together and acts as the umbli-
cal chord. Therefore, we need to
ensure that this chord is made
further strong, robust and firm
under any circumstances.

I wish the ABCP every suc-
cess and am confident that the
12th  General assembly will
come out with some positive
and strong messaging - not only
for the ABCP per se, but also for
the overall interest of Buddhism
across the globe. =
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onouring peace champions
of Asian Buddhists
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Recipients of the "Medal of Honour" of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace. Left to right: The late Lama Lob-
zang (India), Gabju D. Choijamts, Shri Kiren Rijiju and the Hon'ble Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar

Fa

From the Charter of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace (Article 18)

18.1. The highest award of ABCP is the "Medal of Honour." The "Medal of Honour" shall be awarded to an

individual who has played a distinctive role in fortifying global peace, fostering interfaith harmony, enlighten-
ing communities, championing human rights and freedom, and disseminating the teachings of Lord Buddha

Shakyamuni.

18.2. The "Medal of Honour” of ABCP shall be granted to individuals who have made sub-stantial contribu-
tion to implementing the goals and objectives of ABCP.
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Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India (photo top) and the Late Lama Lobzang
(photo below) receiving the "Medal of Honour"” of ABCP from ABCP's President, Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts
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NOTE: It is with sadness that Most Ven. Lama Lobzang, recipient of the ABCP Medal of Honour
passed away on 15 March 2024. At the time of printing of this issue of the magazine, ABCP President
had expressed his deep condolences at the passing away of a peace stalwart and a propagator, pro-
moter and protector of Buddha's teachings.
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The "Medal of Honour "of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace
and the accompanying certificate (below - sample copy)

P rominent peace champi-
ons and promoters of Buddha's
teachings were honoured with
the Medal of Honour of the
Asian Buddhists Conference for
peace.

ABCP
1 MEDAL OF HONOUR ﬂ
AB3ITEX 0241

The two recipients of the
ABCP Medal of Honour were
Hon'ble MInister of Eartj Scienc-
es of India Mr. Kiren Rijiju and
the late Most. Ven Lama Lobzang.

Earlier recipeints of the med-

CERTIFICATE

b bpem warded the ABCTF "MEDWAL OF HOMOLR"

- of i I RN
L.ordd Bk 4 tacond tractanps and m praliucy for posh
and o of e Ao Bkdiiony [

al have been His Holiness The
Dalai Lama, the late Most Vener-
able Khushok Bakula Rimpoce,
one of thje counfers of the Asian
Buddhists Conference for Peace,
among others. n

36 Dhammaduta, March 2024



Challenges numerous but
ABCP must persist
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ABCP President Most Ven. Gabju Demberel Choijamts delivering his key note speech at the 12" General
Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace

Members of the ABCP, National Center’s Head
Monks,

Shangas, Dharma friends, and distinguished
guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

I extend a warm welcome to all the representa-
tives of the National Center of the ABCP member
countries and our guests who have joined us in New
Delhi, the vibrant capital of the Republic of India—a
land that holds the cradle of Buddhism and stands as
a representative of the "South of the World" with its

rich ancient culture. Heartfelt thanks go to each one
of you for accepting our invitation to participate in
the 12 General Assembly of the ABCP. On behalf of
myself and the ABCP, I express deep gratitude.

Special appreciation is directed to the Buddhist
representatives from Bhutan and Myanmar, which
have expressed their interest in joining ABCP as its
new members. Additionally, we extend our gratitude
to the representative of Thailand's Mahachulalong-
kornrajavidyalaya University, an honored member
since the organization's inception, who have come
for the 12" General Assembly of ABCP .
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challenges & future perspectives

This gathering marks an auspicious occasion for
ambassadors and advocates of world peace and secu-
rity to come together, unify their ideals, amplify their
voices for the betterment of humanity, articulate
their manifestos, and foster meaningful connections.
May peace accompany you throughout this day.

Over 2,500 years ago, the compassionate leader
and teacher, Buddha Shakyamuni, was born on this
very continent, imparting teachings that guide hu-
manity towards eternal peace and liberation from
suffering. His wisdom resonated across the Asian
continent, evolving into a global religion that unified
millions.

In reflecting on history, the disciples who re-
mained steadfast to the teachings of Lord Buddha
gathered to offer prayers for global peace and the
well-being of all sentient beings. They dedicated
themselves to their respective tasks, reflecting on
the historical context that led to the inception of this
peace movement 54 years ago, in the 1960s, when
the nations of Southeast Asia were ensnared in the
grip of a relentless war. During this tumultuous pe-
riod, countless lives were tragically lost, leaving be-
hind a trail of orphans and a landscape scarred by
the destruction of historical and cultural treasures,
as well as the desecration of religious sanctuaries.

In this intricate scenario, serving as representa-
tives for the Centre of Mongolian Buddhists - Abbot
of Gandantegchenling Monastery, Nomch Mergen,
Gabju Gombojav; the Venerable Gunaratana Thero,
acting on behalf of the "Mahabodhi" Society of In-
dia and representing the Venerable Kushok Bakula
Rinpoche; Vice-President of the World Buddhist
Federation, Professor S. Dylykov, representing the
Abbot of Buriat, Jambaldorj Gomboev of the Soviet
Union; President of the Sri Lanka Buddhist Congress
in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), Venerable Sumanatissa
Thero; and President of the Young Buddhist Council
of Nepal, Venerable Amritanand Thero, the initiating
group convened for the first time in Ulaanbaatar on
5 December 1969 to foster peace in Asia.

During that gathering, a declaration was issued,
affirming the convening of an assembly of Asian
Buddhists in Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia.
Consequently, this assembly transpired in Ulaan-
baatar on 11-13 June 1970, marking the genesis of an
international voluntary coalition of Buddhists united
by a shared mission to fortify global peace, unity,
justice, human values, and the cherishing and safe-
guarding of the natural world. This collective effort
gave rise to the Asian Buddhists Committee for Pro-
moting Peace, a non-governmental organization.

This marks the inception of a voluntary move-
ment of international Buddhists who have embraced
the invaluable teachings of peace, unity, and toler-
ance imparted by Lord Buddha as the foundational

tenets of their endeavours.

The inaugural meeting of the ABCP encapsu-
lated its peaceful ideals and mission with the motto
"May those who fightwith arms in hands, meet with
flowers."

The teachings of Lord Buddha consistently advo-
cate for the avoidance of wars, conflicts, and crises.

Throughout our history, countless wars have
erupted, causing the loss of countless innocent lives,
disability, orphanhood, and affliction by hunger,
poverty, and diseases. Furthermore, the progress of
nations has been hindered for decades.

In the aftermath of war, cultural artifacts and in-
tellectual heritage painstakingly crafted over centu-
ries by societies and individuals are obliterated.

Throughout human history, aggressive acts such
as establishing dominance, seizing territory, ex-
panding possessions, looting wealth, imposing one's
views, and imposing one's language and culture have
inexorably led to war and conflict.

The preparation for war and the pursuit of arma-
ments constitute a significant economic burden on
normal human life, exacerbating mistrust, enmity,
and suspicion between nations in the political arena,
while instilling ideological distrust, fear, and pessi-
mism about the future.

War and armed conflict have been enduring
sources of danger, loss, and harm in human history,
and these painful lessons must be perpetually etched
in our collective memory.

The ABCP stands as a reputable international or-
ganization with a storied history and wealth of ex-
perience, consistently vocalizing its principles and
contributing to the peace and security of the Asian
continent for decades, recognizing that world peace
is humanity’s most cherished asset.

The organization has also garnered noteworthy
achievements in fostering unity among Buddhists,
nurturing friendships, fostering mutual respect, cul-
tivating cultural relations, and promoting coopera-
tion.

Let us, in the same breath, honour and remember
the legacy of peace activists across generations, who
have consistently led by example, laboured with un-
wavering dedication, and kindled hope for humanity
in the pursuit of establishing, sustaining, and fortify-
ing global peace.

As followers of Buddhism, the pursuit of peace is
an intrinsic part of our ethos, affording us ample op-
portunities for the exchange of knowledge and expe-
riences.

As adherents of a religious faith, our focus must
increasingly centre on our unique responsibility in
disseminating peace and compassion.

The tranquility of the world hinges on the peace
of nations, and the peace of nations hinges on the in-
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ner serenity of their people.

A renowned spiritual leader once proclaimed, "He
who contends with his anger and hatred, mastering
their suppression, emerges as a true hero. However,
those who extinguish lives cannot be deemed heroes.
They are, in fact, slayers of the deceased."

Peace stands as one of humanity's paramount
values, encompassing a profound significance. The
yearning for peace is inherent in our desires, ex-
tending not only to ourselves but also to our fami-
lies, societies, and the world at large. Global peace
entails a state devoid of warfare and strife, while
personal peace delves into inner serenity, the cor-
nerstone for harmonious coexistence with oneself
and others. Consequently, religious individuals
bear the responsibility to ardently convey the vir-
tues of peace, tranquility, and spiritual enlighten-
ment to society.

Presently, adverse repercussions are observable in
the collaborative efforts among nations, human be-
havior and psychology, and the potential for swift,
drastic transformations within human society. The
world grapples with myriad challenges and predica-
ments.

The ravages of the Covid-19 pandemic have

Most Ven. Da Lama Kh. Byambajav, Secretary General of ABCP addressing the 12" General Conferences of ABCP

"
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left an indelible mark on global trade, economies,
and societies, exacerbating worldwide dispari-
ties. Geopolitical conflicts have surged in recent
years, with military resolutions resurfacing as a
political practice. Hotspots proliferate, and re-
gions continue to contend with the scourge of ex-
tremism and terrorism.

Currently, a quarter of the global population re-
sides in conflictridden nations. The refugee popula-
tion burgeons annually, humanity edges closer to the
precipice of nuclear conflict, and the ranks of those
grappling with poverty and hunger swell.

The depreciation of moral and spiritual values has
given rise to the veneration of material development
and societal success, fostering a pervasive consumer-
ist mindset toward people and nature.

While technological advancements present posi-
tive prospects, they concurrently pose a substantial
risk to traditional values.

Addressing these critical issues requires a judi-
cious and coherent approach.

I am convinced that tangible progress can be
achieved through bolstering mutual understanding
and cooperation. By consolidating the efforts of in-
ternational and national community organizations,
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challenges & future perspectives
as well as well-wishers, and fostering unity, dialogue,
and comprehension, we can confront a plethora of
challenges. Political, social, and economic crises,
poverty, inequality, environmental catastrophes, dis-
crimination, epidemics, extremism, and terrorism all
demand our collective attention.

Establishing peace and harmony as unwavering
principles of human existence necessitates fostering
understanding, unity, and dialogue among religions
and cultures. The amalgamation of peace movements
into a robust, new global system for peace and secu-
rity is of paramount importance.

We bear an escalating responsibility to safeguard
spiritual and moral values. In shaping the spiritual cul-
ture of the new generation, it is imperative to pass on
the enduring spiritual legacy cultivated over millennia.

As global conflicts and wars intensify, colossal
sums are diverted from supporting human lives
to military expenditures. The scale has reached
a point where no single country or organization
can unilaterally halt this perilous activity against
human security. The fate of the world hangs in
the balance.

The 14™ Dalai Lama, in his teachings in Bodh
Gaya at the end of December last year, emphasized
the universal aspiration for "world peace" shared
by people worldwide, irrespective of their religious
beliefs.

However, this noble desire faces persistent chal-
lenges, as mentioned by His Holiness. Unfortunately,
a few individuals with firm convictions contribute
to the suffering of the global population, numbering
over 7 billion. Humanity, despite its aversion to suf-
fering, has initiated World War I, World War II, and
seems to be on the brink of World War III. The pro-
duction and proliferation of various weapons contin-
ue to escalate for this purpose.

A poignant recent example lies in the conflicts in
Europe and the Middle East, where the suffering of
ordinary people intensifies despite global calls to halt
the violence. Pope Francis, noting the gravity of the
situation - "The situation in the Middle East hasgone
beyond the war on terror ", urged both Israelis and
Palestinians to cease hostilities immediately.

In response to the Hamas group's attack last Oc-
tober, Israel's retaliatory actions resulted in the tragic
loss of over 23,000 Palestinian lives, including more
than 11,000 children and over 9,000 women or civil-
ians. Additionally, more than 200 Israeli soldiers lost
their lives.

The teachings of Lord Buddha expressed in the
Metta Sutra, "Just as a mother protects her only child
without fearing her own life, we should develop a sa-
cred heart to love all beings".

In light of this, the ABCP is urged to redouble its
commitment to peaceful ideals, carry forward the

work of past peace advocates, and take a leadership
role in this noble struggle.

Within the Buddhist faith, there is a call for col-
laboration with other denominations and religions to
achieve meaningful results.

Dear Dharma friends,

Another pressing concern that commands our at-
tention is global climate change and environmental
degradation.

Lord Buddha's profound insights into the inter-
connectedness of all things, based on inner nature
and dependent arising, highlight the consequences of
neglecting this understanding.The imbalance in the
current world system, driven by a lack of awareness
of dependent arising, has led to escalating problems
such as air and environmental pollution and the de-
pletion of natural resources.

The primary root of these challenges lies in the
insatiable greed for external comforts and material
consumption.

Our highest principle is to express love and kind-
ness towards all living beings, recognizing life as the
most precious gift. It is only natural for us to cherish
and protect our shared home, the world, as it forms
the foundation of our existence. A harmonious and
happy life in this world depends on our love and pro-
tection of our "home" nature.

Today, we find ourselves amidst an alarming ac-
celeration of global warming and climate change.
Global temperatures have surged by over 1 degree
Celsius, a fact that climate warming will cause great
disasters, especially in developing countries - UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres underscored
during the high level climate change summit con-
vened in Dubai, the capital of the United Arab Emir-
ates, in November 2023.

The meeting saw the approval of a citizen empow-
erment program. Under this initiative, the overarch-
ing objective is to provide comprehensive training on
climate change for all members of society, fostering
greater participation, enhancing information dissem-
ination, and fostering increased international coop-
eration.

Leading scientists assert that human activities are
significantly contributing to the current state of cli-
mate change and global warming.

Industries such as manufacturing, electricity,
transportation, waste management, agriculture, fuel
extraction, and deforestation are identified as major
contributors to greenhouse gas emissions. Notably,
the combustion of fossil fuels and the depletion of
forest cover exponentially escalate the concentration
of greenhouse gases, exacerbating global warming.

The repercussions of climate change manifest in
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ABCP Disarmament Committee meeting in Tokyo, Japan. International Peace March by Japanese Buddhists and members of
ABCP in Tokyo, Japan. (Photos from ABCP archives)

droughts, floods, forest fires, rising sea levels, perma-
frost melting, the extinction of species, soil degrada-
tion, and desertification.

International climate scientists and research
organizations emphasize that human actions are
reshaping the world's climate at an unprecedent-
ed pace. The urgency for immediate measures is
highlighted in succinct reports, with a resounding
reminder that there is no deadline and no ratio-
nale for delay.

The international community united in 2015 un-
der the Paris Agreement, with the primary aim of
capping global warming at 2 degrees Celsius within
this century, striving further to limit it to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius. The commitment made by nations
worldwide to formulate and execute national plans
for reducing greenhouse gases is pivotal. However,
there is a noticeable lack of vigorous implementa-
tion, with countries falling short of the agreedupon
targets.

Additionally, a substantial number of nations
have pledged allegiance to the Kyoto Protocol, a col-
lective effort to curtail greenhouse gas emissions.

As discussions and activities unfold on the glob-
al stage to combat climate change, it is imperative
to concurrently heighten awareness and under-
standing.

Building resilience against climaterelated haz-
ards and natural disasters is crucial. Simple everyday
actions, such as energy conservation, waste sort-
ing, and refraining from purchasing nonrecyclable
items, play a pivotal role in reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. These individual efforts, when mul-
tiplied, can contribute significantly to the broader
global initiative.

Turning our attention to Mongolia, a nation grap-
pling with the adverse impacts of climate change,
where 76.8 percent of the land is affected by de-
sertification. Over the past 80 years, the average air
temperature has surged by 2.25 degrees Celsius, 2.5
times the global average. Precipitation is dwindling,
forest fires have doubled in the last two decades,
and issues like overcrowded livestock grazing and
soil degradation are on the rise. Disturbingly, car-
bon dioxide content has escalated by 16.5 percent,
and methane content by 8.8 percent. In essence,
the alterations in the natural world and the threats
to the living world are unequivocally linked to hu-
man actions.

One of ABCP's primary operational objectives
is the preservation of the environment. The imple-
mentation of this goal has been deeply influenced by
the Buddhist doctrines of karma, dependent arising,
and compassion. These principles have played a piv-
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(Photos on this page) Heads of delegations and members of ABCP National Centers at the 12" General Assembly inauguation
session. (Photos by Phuntsog Toldan)
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(Photos on this page) Heads of delegations and members of ABCP National Centers at the 12" General Assembly inauguation

session. (Photos by Phuntsog Toldan)
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12" General Assembly

Lamas from the Indian ABCP National Center (photo top) and heads of delega-
tions of National Centers offering prayers during the inauguration of the 12th ABCP
(photo below)

otal role and will continue to hold
significant value. It is crucial to
dedicate special attention to dis-
seminating and nurturing the pro-
found teachings of Lord Buddha,
particularly through our National
Centers in respective countries.
Collaborating with government
bodies, religious institutions, and
other public organizations is es-
sential for successfully executing
projects and engaging devotees on
a broader scale. I wish to highlight
that organizations like the Nation-
al Center of Vietnam are setting a

commendable example in this re-

gard.
Dear friends in the Dharma,

The ABCP experienced a pro-
longed period of stagnation, at-
tributed to various honorable rea-
sons such as the collapse of two
world systems, the conclusion of
the global cold war, and societal
transitions. However, in 2019, the
11th General Assembly convened
in Ulaanbaatar, the capital city of
Mongolia, with the theme "Reviv-

al and Revitalize." During this as-
sembly, discussions were held, and
the organization's Charter was re-
vised to align with the demands of
the new era, outlining clear goals
and objectives. I am delighted to
acknowledge the significant role
your participation and contribu-
tions played during this pivotal
moment.

Four years have elapsed since
the 11" General Assembly. Amid
the global challenges posed by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the ABCP
remained proactive. The Nation-
al Center of Vietnam hosted the
12" Executive Council meeting in
December 2019, followed by the
13" Executive Council meeting
conducted online by the National
Center of Sri Lanka in January
2021. In October 2023, the Na-
tional Center of Vietnam success-
fully organized the 14™ Executive
Council meeting.

These successive Executive
Council meetings were instru-
mental in addressing crucial is-
sues pertaining to the activation
and enhancement of the ABCP.
Noteworthy documents, includ-
ing slogans and declarations on
world peace and security, were is-
sued. I extend my heartfelt grati-
tude to the National Centers for
their unwavering efforts and for
creating conducive conditions for
these Executive Council meetings.
I wish you continued success in all
your future endeavors.

Dear friends in the Dharma,

To expand the ABCP's mem-
bership, establish new partner-
ships, and enhance its operations,
the revised Charter was circulated
among all members of the Execu-
tive Council for feedback. I ex-
press my sincere appreciation to
the National Center of India, the
National Center of South Korea,
the National Center of Mongo-
lia - Daishchoilin Monastery, the
National Center of Nepal, and the
National Center of Japan for pro-
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viding their valuable suggestions
during the charter revision process.

In light of this, the representa-
tives of the 2024 General Assem-
bly cordially invite you to actively
engage and meticulously deliber-
ate upon the draft of the Charter
revised during Executive Council
meeting, offering your insights
and recommendations. To provide
context, let us briefly examine the
historical trajectory of our orga-
nization's Charter. The inaugural
draft of the Charter, titled "Brief
Constitution of the Asian Bud-
dhist Committee for Promoting
Peace,” was formulated on 15 De-
cember 1970. It underwent dis-
cussions and received approval at
the 3" meeting of the ABCP Exec-
utive Council held in Ulaanbaatar
on 10-12 March 1974. Subse-
quently, in 1982, the 6th General
Assembly of the ABCP reviewed
and sanctioned a revised draft
comprising 10 articles. Further-
more, at the 11" General Assem-
bly in June 2019, the Charter was
subject to revision and subsequent
approval as part of the organiza-
tion's revival efforts.

In order to surmount the
aforementioned obstacles to
global peace, unity, and environ-
mental preservation collectively,
it is imperative to expand both
the membership and activities of
our organization.

Hence, considering the ex-
pressed interest of individuals and
organizations eager to collaborate,
a new provision, namely the "part-
nership” clause, has been incorpo-
rated into the Charter. Through
the activation of this provision,
we aim to undertake collabora-
tive initiatives with entities that
endorse the goals and objectives
of our organization, even if they
have not yet become formal mem-
ber as the National Center. This
will allow them to articulate their
perspectives on pressing contem-
porary issues by fostering mutu-
ally beneficial partnerships.

Presently, organizations such

ABCP President Gabju D. Choijamts with Most Ven. Thich Nhat Tu and Prof. Le
Manh That of the Vietnam National Centers (photo top) and a general view of a ses-
sion of the 12" General Assembly (photo below)

as Dipananda Bhikku from Ban-
gladesh, the Center for Indian
Studies from Mongolia, and the
Dharma Alliance based in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, have conveyed
their interest in collaborating with
the ABCP. The proposal is slated
for discussion at the General As-
sembly. Notably, the Dharma Al-
liance has submitted a detailed
cooperation proposal, prompting
our representatives to engage in
multiple meetings with its found-
er, Dr. Prashant Sharma.

Dr. Prashant Sharma has been

. % ".

invited to participate in our Gen-
eral Assembly, and ABCP and
Dharma Alliance are in the pro-
cess of finalizing a document
termed the "Framework of Coop-
eration Agreement." This strate-
gic collaboration will enable us to
expand and diversify the scope of
our organizational partnership.
Therefore, Dharma friends, I
implore you to actively engage in
the discussions during this 12th
General Assembly. Your participa-
tion is crucial, and I thank you for
your attention. n
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Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President of ABCP congratulating Most Ven. Ugen Namgyel, Khenpo, Central Monastic Body,
Royal Bhutan Monastery, Kingdom of Bhutan after Bhutan was accepted as the latest new members of the Asian Buddhists
Conference for Peace at the 12" ABCP General Assembly

The Kingdom of Bhutan is a landlocked country in
South Asia situated in the Eastern Himalaya between
China in the north and India in the south. It is a Bud-
dhist country where Buddhism is the state religion.
More than 1,000 lamas belonged to the Central Mo-
nastic Body or the Dratshang Lhentshog, as the body
is called in Bhutanese, which is the Commission for the
Monastic Affairs of Bhutan in Thimpu.

A predominantly Buddhist Asian country Bhutan
through its Central Monastic Body or the Dratshang
Lhentshog was accepted as a new twentieth full-fledged
member of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace,
an international NGO on roster with the UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) and which was officially
founded in 1970 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

The Bhutanese delegation was led by Most Ven.
Ugen Namgyel, Khenpo - Chief Monk, Central Monas-
tic Body.

The joining of Bhutan and its Central Monastic Body
was a landmark event in the history of ABCP, as the edited
and revised Charter of which was unanimously approved
at the 12" General Assembly in New Delhi. The new edited
version of the Charter is designed at adding impetus to the
peace efforts of one of the oldest Buddhist peace organiza-
tions in Asia, which is also working to promote partner-
ship with Dharma organizations - both Buddhist and non-
Buddhist.

Another important event marking the 12 General
Assembly was the participation of one of the oldest
members of ABCP - the Mahachulalongkornarajavidy-
alaya University in Bangkok, Thailand. It was attende
d by Most Ven. Pramaha Surasak Paccantaseno, Assistant
Professor of the University. The Thai National Center of
ABCP was established in 1982 (See the opposite page
- from the ABCP Archives). The document indicates
when the Thai ABCP National Center was established. s
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Archive material about
Thai National Center




Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President of ABCP and Most Ven. Ugen Namgyel, Khenpo, Central Monastic Body (photo top)
and Most Ven. Pramaha Surasak Paccantaseno, Assistant Professor from the Office of Vice Rector for Foreign Affairs of the Ma-
hachulalongkornarajavidyalaya University in Bangkok, Thailand, representing the Thai National Center of ABCE, for taking part
in the ABCP General Assembly after a long break (photo below)
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Progressreport-Bangladesh
ABCP Bangladesh
National Center - "We
are contributing to the
cause of Buddhism in our
country round the year”

Respectable President of ABCP Most Venerable
Gabju D. Choijamts,

Respectable Secretary General of ABCP Ven. Da
Lama Kh. Byambajav,

Respectable Supreme Head of Sangha of different
countries,

Respectable heads of delegation of various countries,
Respectable delegates, observers,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

On behalf of Buddhists of Bangladesh and in
particular on behalf of four member delegation of
ABCP Bangladesh National Center headed by Ven.
Buddhapriya Mahathero, President of Bangladesh
Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha (BBKPS), I extend
my heartiest greetings to you all. Other members
of our delegation are Mr. Deva Priya Barua, Senior
Vice-President and Mr. Ranjit Kumar Barua. Vice-
President of BBKPS. We feel very happy to attend the
12" General Assembly of ABCP which is being held
at Ashok Hotel, New Delhi, India. For this purpose,
I express my sincere thanks and gratitude to ABCP
Indian National Center.

I would like to mention here that a renowned
Buddhist Monk of our country His Holiness Ma-
hasanghanayaka Visuddhananda Mahathero estab-
lished Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha in
1949 for the socio-cultural & religious activities for
the Buddhists of our country. Then he established
Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery in 1960 at Sabu-
jbagh, Dhaka, Bangladesh for performing religious
and social activities for the Buddhists of Dhaka City.
He was the founder member of The World Fellow-
ship of Buddhists (WFB) and also the founder mem-
ber of Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace(ABCP).

Since then he attended all the meetings, conferences
held at different countries. Due to old age Maha-
sanghanayaka Visuddhananda Mahathero passed
away in 1994 and after that H.H. Sanghanayaka Sud-
dhananda Mahathero became President of BBKPS
and Chief Abbot of Dharmarajika Buddhist Monas-
tery, Dhaka. In that capacity he has also attended in
several meetings and conferences of ABCP in vari-
ous countries. During his tenure we have arranged
one EC Meeting of ABCP in our Dharmarajika Bud-
dhist Monastery, Dhaka in the year 2018. Delegates
from Mongolia, India, South Korea, Cambodia and
Bangladesh participated in the meeting. Due to old
age Sanghanayaka Suddhananda Mahathero expired
in 2020. After that Venerable Buddhapriya Mahathe-
ro became the President of BBKPS and Chief Abbot
of Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery, Dhaka.

Now I have honour to inform you about the ac-
tivities of ABCP Bangladesh National Center headed
by Ven. Buddhapriya Mahathero. It may be men-
tioned here that after attending ABCP General As-
sembly Meeting at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in 2019
we have arranged a briefing meeting with our Execu-
tive Members of BBKPS in Dhaka. Members became
very happy to know about our activities in the con-
ference. Then we have arranged one Seminar at our
Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery under the spon-
sorship of High Commission of India to Bangladesh
on December 4, 2021. The theme of the Seminar
was “Buddhism and Buddhist Heritage of Bangla-
desh and India” Two speakers from India, 4 speakers
from Bangladesh participated in the seminar. Again
we arranged another seminar under the sponsor-
ship of High Commission of India to Bangladesh on
August 2, 2023 at our Dharmarajika Buddhist Mon-
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Ven. Buddha Priya Barua, President, ABCP Bangladesh National Center 1 - Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha (left) and Mr. Deva
Priya Barua, Senior Vice President of the Bangladesh National Center 1 (right) presenting activity report of their center at the
12" General Assembly

astery, Dhaka. The subject of the Seminar was “Bud-
dhism and Buddhist Circuit Development between
Bangladesh and India”

A good number of people of our community at-
tended the seminar. We published one souvenir
named Kristi’ special issue on this occasion. The
meeting was presided by Ven. Buddhapriya Maha-
thero, President of BBKPS and Foreign Minister of
our country H.E. Dr. A. K. Abdul Momen M.P at-
tended the ceremony as Chief Guest. Mr. Saber
Hossain Chowdhury, Member of Parliament of our
local constituency has inaugurated the ceremony.
Apart from these we distributed clothing materials
to the poor and needy people of our society during
last winter season. We also supply drinking water
from our deep tube-well to the people of our locality
throughout the year free of cost.

In the meantime we have attended an Executive
Committee Meeting of ABCP in Vietnam in Octo-
ber, 2023 and one General Assembly Meeting of In-
ternational Buddhist Confederation (IBC) at New
Delhi, India.

I like to mention that we distributed Iftari (food

items) to the poor Muslim people of our locality
during Ramadan month which have been appreci-
ated by the people of our community. In this way
we have been doing social and humanitarian activi-
ties throughout the year. Apart from arranging all
religious activities such as Buddha Purnima, Ashari
Purnima, Modhu Purnima, Prabarana Purnima,
Sanghadana and Yellow Robe Offering Ceremony. In
this way we are contributing ourselves for the cause
of Buddhism in our country round the year.

Deva Priya Barua,

Senior Vice-President,

Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha and
ABCP Bangladesh National Center,
Dharmarajika Buddhist Monastery,
Sanghanayaka Suddhananda Sarak, Sabujbagh,
Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Cell # +88-01714-407450,+88-01817-704791, +88-
01534-626857.
Email: baruadp52@gmail.com;drbb1214@ymail.com =
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Progress report - Japan

"We have earnestly worked
towards achieving a world of
peace without military

build-up”

L1 BETINANET MONTTRENPE TN SEAPR 1

Ven. Ono Yasutaka, International Exective Director, ABCP Japan Center, Bunkyouku addressing the 12" General Assembly

Ladies and gentlemen, Chairman, and esteemed
participants.

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to speak
here as a representative of the Japan National Cen-
ter. As followers of Buddhism in Japan, we, living
with love and compassion, deeply repent and reflect
on the past history of aggression and colonial domi-
nation towards Asian countries. As a testament to

our faith, we have earnestly worked towards achiev-
ing a world of peace without military build-up.

In the "World Conference of Religious Leaders for
Peace" held in July 1961, with representatives from
16 countries and 47 foreign delegates, we discussed
three crucial themes: "Total Disarmament, Ban on
Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs, and Nuclear Non-Ar-
mament." We confirmed our purpose of connecting
inner peace with the outer world's peace, adopting
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Rev. Shugaku Mori of the ABCP Japan Center at the 12" ABCP General Assembly

the "Kyoto Declaration” which states, "Without the
happiness of all people, inner peace is impossible."

Furthermore, during the "Second World Confer-
ence of Religious Leaders for Peace" in July 1964, re-
calling the United Nations' first resolution calling for
the removal of atomic bombs and all other weapons
of mass destruction, we declared, "There is no faith
that stands outside the extinction of humanity" (the
"Tokyo Declaration").

“Hyou Ga Muyuu,” the teachings of Lord Buddha,
advocating a world without soldiers and weapons,
inspire us to desire a world where "war is unneces-
sary." Nuclear weapons are inhumane instruments of
mass destruction, and the only path to safety is their
abolition.

I express my gratitude to the participants of the
11th General Assembly in Ulaanbaatar, for your co-
operation in signingthe petition by survivors of the
atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, high-
lighting the illegality and inhumanity of nuclear
weapon use.

The "Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weap-
ons" was adopted at the United Nations in July 2017
and came into effect as international law on January
21, 2021, with 50 ratifying countries. As of January
2024, 69 countries have ratified it, and we will con-
tinue to expand public awareness and movements to
increase the number of ratifying nations.

As you probably know, unfortunately, the Japanese
government has neither signed nor ratified this treaty.
To encourage the Japanese government to sign and
ratify, we are expanding our advocacy efforts.

The Japan National Center, in collaboration with

the Japan Religious Persons Council for Peace, ac-
tively participates in events like the Bikini Day Me-
morial Service on March 1, the Non-Nuclear Fire
Monument Service on March 11, the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial on August 6, the World Conference
Against A & H Bombs in Nagasaki on August 9, and
the Fasting Prayer for Life in Hiroshima on August
5. These activities aim to pray and act towards the
abolition of nuclear weapons.

We deeply empathize with the ongoing conflicts
such as Russia's invasion of Ukraine and Israel's at-
tacks on Gaza, calling for an immediate ceasefire
and the initiation of peace negotiations. Let us strive
to realize a world without soldiers and weapons, in
alignment with the teachings of Lord Buddha, where
"war is unnecessary."

I have brought with me the "Non-Nuclear Fire"
and pamphlets detailing the realities of being ex-
posed to nuclear weapons. Please feel free to make
use of them.

Finally, may the 12th ABCP General Assembly be
a success, and I extend my prayers for the develop-
ment of the ABCP India Center and all the other Na-
tional Centers in various countries, and for the well-
being of all esteemed participants.

May the blessings of the Triple Gem be upon us.
Thank you for your listening.

Rev. Shugaku Mori

Vice-Representative of Japan National Center,

Priest of the Shinshu Ohtani-ha,

Secretary-General of the Japan Religious Persons
Council for Peace. n
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"We are paying attention
to changing and

improving the social
morality in our country”

4 .

Ven. Altankhuu Tserenjav, ABCP National Centre (II), Dashichoiling Monastery, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia presenting his National

Center report at the 12" General Assembly

Dear H.E. the 29" Khamba Nomun Khan Choijamts,
President of ABCP,

Most Ven. Byambajav Secretary General of ABCP,
Executive Council members,

Dharma Friends,

Distinguished Guests,

First of all, on behalf of H.E. Dr. Dambajav Kham-

ba Lama, a former Vice President of ABCP and
President of Dashichoiling National Center of ABCP
in Mongolia, and sanghas of ABCP National center
Dashichoiling monastery and myself, I would like
to extend my sincere appreciation to Sanhgas and
distinguished guests who are gathering here at this
meaningful occasion. It is a significant opportunity
of which experienced scholars and Buddhist leaders
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Most Ven. Dr. Dambajav Khamba Lama, President of Dashichoiling National Center of ABCP in Mongolia, on the extreme right,
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with the President and Secretary General of ABCP and the Vietnam National Center delegates at the 12" General Assembly

from many Asian countries are able to meet and ex-
changing their opinion which is beneficial to peace
and harmony. Moreover, I would like to express
my deep appreciation for Indian National center of
ABCP and Mr. Sonam Wangchuk hosting and orga-
nizing the 12th General Assembly of ABCP in own
country. It is very honored and privileged to be here
in New Delhi seeing our old friends since last Gen-
eral Assembly.

Second, H.E. Dr. Dambajav Khamba Lama, Presi-
dent of Dashichoiling National center of ABCP in
Mongolia would like to extend his warm greetings
and wish a big success for the 12" General Assembly.
He also said that he would be very happy ABCP is
activating more and more and he would like to fully
support ABCP activities every time in the future.

In the past several years, Dashichoiling National
center of ABCP was able to accomplished education-
al, humanitarian, and social activities even though
we had some difficulties after harsh influence ofpan-
demic and economic difficulties. We have celebrated
Buddha Shakyamuni’s main special days which are
Vesak day, Dharma Chakra Day, and Return from
the realm of Devas Dayand Tsongkhapa’s Parinirva-
na day.

On those days, we had organized various differ-
ent events such as educating the public and youth on
Buddha’s teachings, explaining about loving kind-
ness and compassion, lightening candles, giving do-
nations to elders, assisting disabled and poor people
in the outskirt of town. Beside this, during the Ve-
sak celebration, our sanghas and members of Na-
tional center had cleaned Selbe River which is in the
middle of the town and planted over 200 trees atthe
agro-park in Ulaanbaatar cooperated with public,
NGOs and private people.

Also, we had celebrated the World Religious Day
and World Peace Day respectively with the UN Resi-
dent Representative in Mongolia and Hindu, Chris-
tian, Muslim and other religious representatives.On
those days, we pray for the world peace, lightening
candles, ring the peace bell and gives ome speeches.

In short, we are truly paying attention to change-
ing and improving the social morality in our coun-
try. As may you know that the social morality is dis-
appearing in everywhere because of impact of harsh
life competition, influence of rapid development,
stress of social media, insatiable needs and wants,
and endless sufferings. Therefore, Dashichoiling Na-
tional center of ABCP is running day and evening

54 Dhammaduta, March 2024



Dhamma classes with intention
to provide lay people and youth
whoever are interested in Bud-
dhas teachings and wants to de-
velop their mind.

The main purpose of our train-
ing is tostrengthen their inner-
values based on the principles of
Buddha’s teachings such as mutual
respect, tolerance, compassion
and forgiveness.In other words,
sharing loving kindness and a
Bodhisattva way of thinking, we
would be able to create harmony
and peaceand to improve ethics in
our society.

In addition, I would like to in-
troduce Khuree Maitrya project
which is trying to restore Maitreya
Buddhastatue and his temple in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia since be-
ginning of 2000. The statue and
temple were fully destroyed dur-
ing the communist repression in
the 1930s. The project consists
of two tasks which are restoring
23-meter high Maitrya Buddha
statue and rebuilding 5 floors tem-
ple. The statue was completed in
2018 and the temple would be ac-
complished in May, 2024. As a re-
sult of implementing this project,
Maitrya temple will be one of new
favourite destinations for youths,
researchers, devotees, local and
foreign tourists while adding new
colour to appearance of Ulaan-
baatar city. Besides that, it will be
an important venue for religious,
cultural and educational activities.

Finally, we are sincerely pleased
to participate in the 12 General
Assembly and wish peace, hap-
piness and great success for the
Dharma work to all of you.

Thank you for your kind atten-
tion.

May all beings be happy and
peaceful forever.

Ven. Altankhuu Tserenjav
Secretary of Dashichoiling
National Center of ABCP
in Mongolia

Khuree Maidar
(Maitreya)temple re-
construction
project

Briefly About Zuun Khuree
Dashichoiling Monastery

Current Zuun Khuree Dashi-
choiling Monastery is the reno-
vation of Erkhem Toin and Van-
gai temples survived out of Zuun
Khuree’s 30 temples, which were
the main part of the Niislel Khiiree
(“Capital camp") and reopened
its day-to-day religious activi-
ties by the initiation and effort
of H.E. Dr. Dambajav Choijiljav
Khamba Lama and other senior
monks on July 26, 1990 which was
the 4™ auspices day of lunar cal-
endar in the Year of White Horse.
Former Indian Ambassador H.E.
Kushok Bakula Rinpoche named
the renovated Monastery “Dashi-
choiling” (the literal meaning
is “Auspicious Dharma Land”).

When Undur Gegeen Zanaba-
zar was 5 years old, he was en-
throned as an incarnation of Bog-
do Javzandamba Khutugtu, the
spiritual leader of Mongolian Bud-
dhism, at Shireet Tsagaan Nuur,
where the palace of Undur Gegeen
Bogdo Javzandamba Khutugtu
was founded, later became the first
capital of Mongolian Buddhism,
with congregation of all delegates
from seven provinces of Khalkhas,
the main ethic group in Mongolia.

The first Bogdo Javzandam-
ba Khutugtu had changed co-
ordination styles of his palace
by first establishing 7 temples
which were Anduu, Jasa, San-

gai, Zoogoo, Khuukhen Noyon,
Darkhan emch and Urluud iden-
tical to Tibetan Drepung Mon-
asteryfounded by Jamiyantsorje
in 1651. Then two years later, he
founded the Ikh Khuree at front
side of Khentii Mountain in 1654.

Although this Monastic com-
plex was built by using bricks and
woods, it was reconstructed in
1706 due to the destruction during
Khalkha-Oirat conflict which took
place in 1680. Gradually, temples
in Ikh Khuree were established one
after another increasing the num-
ber to 13 as of 1772. There were
27 temples by the year of 1795 af-
terIkh Khuree changed its location
toKhui Mandal(current location
of Ulaanbaatar). Later, by the end
of the 19" century and beginning
of the 20™ century, it consistedof
30temples by constructing 3 more.

Currently, Zuun Khuree Dashi-
choiling Monastery continues to
expand into a large religious in-
stitute witha total of 100 monks,a
religious institute facility, day-
to-day ceremonial, training and
humanitarian facilities as well
as nature preservation activities.

The Khuree Maidar (Maitreya)

According to earlier foreign
tourists and explorers’ accounts,
the great statue of the future Bud-
dha Maitreya, which is predicted
to arrive in Ikh Khuree or current
capital city of Mongolia, Ulaan-
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The statue of Khuree Maidar at Dashichoiling Monastery, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
(top) and artist's concept of the Khuree Maidar temple (photos on opoosite page, top
and middle) and lams of the monastery carrying the copper "foot” of the statue (op-
porite page, bottom photo)

baatar, was built by Dharma King
Luvsankhaidav known as Jadar
Abbot Agvaankhaidav by the ini-
tiation of Luvsanchiiltimjigmed,
5th Jebtsundamba Khutugtu in the
year of 1834. Unfortunately, all reli-
gious activities were banned, mon-
asteries and temples were forced to
close and demolished during the
political and religious persecus-
sion in1930s. New buildings started
to be built in their place. Maidar

temple was demolished in 1943 for
construction of such new buildings.

Reconstruction of Khuree Maidar
(Maitreya) statue

H.E. Dr. Dambajav Choijiljav
Khamba Lamaa nd other senior
monks of Zuun Khuree Dashi-
choiling Monastery initiated and
have commenced meritorious ac-
tivities of reconstructing Khuree

Maidar statue with his temple as
a part of renovation of Zuun Khu-
ree Dashichoiling Monastery to
preserve the religious and tradi-
tional cultural heritages since 1990.
In order to handle this project suc-
cessfully, researches on Khuree
Maidar statue and his temple were
conducted based on planning ac-
tivities of Khutugtu’s Ikh Khuree.
In 2005, Khuree Maidar recon-
struction project is announced
publicly for extensive introduction
and have completed another re-
search to preserve traditional styles
and characters on the masterpiece.
In 2007, the prototype of Khuree
Maidar statue was created by Or-
gil Nambkhaitseren, a sculptor of
Art Council of Mongolia, 1.6 me-
ters of height using reproduction
and enlargement method applied
on Maitreya statue and crafted
according to school of the first
Bogdo Javzandamba Khutugtu-
Zanabazar, the original of which
is currently preserved inChoijin
Lama Temple Museum. Peculiar-
ity of this statue is that it has dis-
tinct feature of traditional Mon-
golian characteristics based on
Undur Gegeen Zanabazar’s school
in terms of appearance and deli-
cacy, which differs from Maitreya
statues created in Tibet, China and
other Asian Buddhist countries.

Prototype design of Khuree Mai-
dar statue

Yong He Gong Lamasery in
Beijing, People’s Republic of China
commenced to support Zuun Khu-
ree Dashichoiling Monastery in cre-
ating the Khuree Maidar statue free
of charge as an irrevocable donation
to Mongolian Buddhists in 2010.
The statue of Khuree Maidars tat-
ue wasmade of copper by Tibetan
and Nepalese sculptors based on
sculptor  Orgil Namkhaitseren’s
prototype atSichuan Karma Bisno-
Tibetan Art and Culture Develop-
ment Co., Ltd. based in Chengdu
city, Sichuan, China in 2013. We
had sentour team to make site vis-

56 Dhammaduta, March 2024



its, checkup on the work progress
of the statue creation and ensure
compliance with the prototype.
Khuree Maidar statue was assem-
bled by craftsmen and sculptors
of Sichuan Karma Bisno-Tibetan
Artand Culture Development Ltd.
China in Ulaanbaatar in 2017.
Therefore, we have successfully
recreated Khuree Maidar statue,
the Mongolian Buddhist histori-
cal and culture heritage, with the
help and support of devotees, or-
dinary people, sponsors, domes-
tic and international organizations
and our monks in our capital city.

Design of Khuree Maidar temple

Baldan D., an architect of
“Baldans” LLC and Nyamtsogt
G, chief architect of Suld Proj-
ect LLC worked on the design
of Khuree Maidar temple and it
was approved bythe Chief archi-
tect of Ulaanbaatar city and Ur-
ban Development and Planning
Department on March 15, 2012.

The temple will be a five-story
high glass structure to meet de-
mand and expectation of current
devotees and each floorwill be de-
signed to accommodate cultural,
ceremonial, meeting halls, various
training and meditation rooms.
Reconstruction of Khuree Mai-
dar statue along with its cultural
and historical heritage temple will
be one of favourite destinations
for both local and foreign tourists.

The foundation of Khuree
Maidar temple was laid in a tra-
ditional way in the presence of
monks, devotees and distin-
guished local and international
guests. 'The ceremonial event-
took place on July 28, 2012.

Reconstruction of Khuree Mai-
dar temple will be one of new fa-
vourite destinations for students, re-
searchers, devotees, local and foreign
tourists while adding a new color to
appearance of Ulaanbaatar city. Be-
sides that, it will be an important
venue for religious, arts, cultural
and educational activities. n
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Multifaceted activities of
the Wipulasara Chapter

Parama

Pirivena, Ratmalana, Sri Lanka, a
prestigious religious center main-
taining international relations in Sri

Dhamma  Chethiya

Lanka, conducts a number of reli-
gious and social activities annually.

The Sri Lankan Independence Day;,
Indian Independence Day, Vesak

Festival, and all monthly Poya pro-
grams, as well as Sinhala and Tamil
New Year celebrations and the An-
nual Blood Donation program, are
among the events held almost every
year. Additionally, on the occasion
of the Chief Incumbent's birthday,
the distribution of dry rations and
essential items among needy preg-
nant mothers, Katina Pooja, and
other national and international
programs are carried out at this
religious center. Even amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic period from
2020 to 2023, all these activities
were conducted as usual.

Founders’ Day

The Most Venerable Founder’s
and Late Chief Incumbents’ Memo-
rial Day of the PDCP at Ratmalana,
the ABCP-National Center of Wip-
ulasara Chapter Headquarters in Sri
Lanka, celebrates the Memorial Day
on the 7th of January every year as
an annual occasion. (First photo

left)
Sri Lankan Independence Day

National Day, also known as
Independence Day (Second photo
left), is a Sri Lankan national holi-
day celebrated annually on the 4th
of February to commemorate the
country's political independence
from British rule in 1948. It is cel-
ebrated across the country with
flag-raising ceremonies, dances, pa-
rades, and concerts. The main cel-
ebration usually takes place in Co-
lombo, where the President raises
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the national flag and addresses the
nation.

Indian Independence and Republic
Day Celebrations

With the collaboration of the In-
dian High Commission and the In-
dian Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR), PDCP, along with around
15 Indian Buddhist monks current-
ly studying at the Pirivena, annually
celebrates the Independence Day of
India, which falls on the 15" of Au-
gust (photo right).

Republic Day of India

Republic Day is the day when
the Republic of India marks and
celebrates the date on which the
Constitution of India came into ef-
fect on 26th January 1950. Parama
Dhamma Chethiya Pirivena, as a
Buddhist center for international
relations, celebrated the Republic
Day of India on 26" January 2022
with the arrival of the Former In-
dian High Commissioner, His Ex-
cellency Shri Gopal Baglay, as the
Chief Guest of the event.

Inter-religious Activities

Parama Dhamma  Chethiya
Pirivena as a temple more connect-
ed with members of other faiths,
have the opportunity to establish
and participate in inter-religious
activities (photo in the middle right,
and the photo on the bottom right
shows participants in the "Sanskrit
Day" organized by the Center).

The Annual Prefect Day

The ceremony for Fr. Marceline
Jayakodi School in 2020, held at
Dankotuwa Godella Village, includ-
ed the awarding of the "Kalasuri
Mapalagama Vipulasara Memo-
rial Scholarship" to students who
excelled in the Ordinary Level ex-
amination in 2019. The Chief Guest
for the event was Ven. Maitipe Wi-
malasara Thera, and the scholarship

—
W
m

Dhammaduta, March 2024 59



was presented by the Fr. Marceline
Jayakodi Memorial Foundation and
the National Arts Front Secretary.

Blood Donation and Medical Cam-
paign Programme

Among the social activities es-
tablished under PDCP, Blood Do-
nation campaign continues annu-
ally through collaboration with the
Blood Bank of Sri Lanka (photo top

left).

Provision of Essential items for
Pregnant Mothers

In the years 2022 and 2023, due
to the impact of the Covid pandem-
ic and the economic crisis, PDCP
established a social service initiative
focused on distributing dry rations
and essential items among pregnant
mothers from economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds (photo mid-
dle left).

Police Advisory Council, Mount
Lavinia

During the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic (2020-2021), the PDCP
has been at the forefront of social
service to the community. Through-
out the pandemic, it has actively
participated in assisting the needy
by distributing food parcels and
other essentials. Additionally, it has
been involved in preventing drug
addiction and addressing other so-
cial issues, particularly among the
youth. The PDCP has also con-
ducted Inter-Religious Community
Dialogue in collaboration with the
Police Advisory Council, Mount
Lavinia.

Asian Buddhists Conference for
Peace

As the President of the National
Committee of the Asia Buddhist
Conference for Peace (ABCP) and
the Secretary of the Organizing
Committee of the 13th Executive
Committee Meeting of the ABCP,
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Ven. Dr. Maitipe Wimalasara Maha
Thera guided the Volunteer Group
in organizing the Executive Com-
mittee Meeting. The event saw
the participation of Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa as
the Chief Guest and Dr. Rewant
Singh, the Director of the ICCR, as
a Guest. Representatives from 25
other countries also participated via
Zoom technology.

24 Hour Metta Around The World

"One World. One Time. One
Metta" is an annual international
program led in Sri Lanka by Ven.
Dr. Maitipe Wimalasara Maha
Thera of Parama Dhamma Chethi-
ya Pirivena, Ratmalana, in the years
2020, 2021, and 2022. This initiative
aims to radiate Loving Kindness to
the entire world, transforming neg-
ativity into Light, Love, and Har-
mony.

The "24 Hr Metta Around The
World" is organized by the Bud-
dhist Missionary Society of Malay-
sia and Aloka Foundation Malaysia.

Besides the many activities men-
tioned above, the Wipulasara Chap-
ter of the Sri Lanka National Center
of Abcp also conducted the follow-
ing activities-

Christmas celebration at St. Jo-
seph’s Church, Ratmalana,

Celebration of Sanskrit Lan-
guage Day,

New Year Celebration (First pho-
to top on this page),

Annual Prefects' Day (Third pho-
to on the opposite page),

Hosting of Hong Kong delega-
tions arrived at the Parama Dham-
ma Chetiya Maha Piriven Temple
(Scond photo in the middle on this
page),

Tripitaka Dharma Day Special
program held at Ratmalana Parama
Dhamma Chetiya Maha Pirivana
(First right on this page).

ABCP Sri Lanka National Center
(Wipulasara Chapter)
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ABCP and HH The Dalailama

Universal Day of Compassion

His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama is the most famous
and prominent global Buddhist figure who embodies
the ideals of peace, compassion, universal responsibil-
ity, religious and social harmonys;

His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama’s selfless and
genuine efforts to build peace and harmony has
been fully recognized by the conferring of the No-
ble Peace Prize, the United States of America’s Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the Templeton Award, the
ABCP Medal of Honour and countless other presti-
gious accolades.

His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama has voluntarily
relinquished all his political authority, therefore living
the pure life of a Buddhist Spiritual leader, respected,
cherished and admired by millions of Buddhists and
others throughout the world.

His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama has successfully
represented profound and vast Buddhist Wisdom the
basis of which are Karuna and Ahimsa, through his
continued interactions with scientists, leaders, environ-
mentalists and others:

His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama has worked in his
entire life in a tireless manner to bring closer not only
Buddhist traditions, communities and strengthen a
sense of oneness of brotherhood and sisterhood among
all followers of Lord Buddha but also others.

The 12" General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist
Conference for Peace unanimously resolves to recog-
nize the great contributions of His Holiness the 14th
Dalai Lama towards a global mission for peaceand har-

SonamWangchuk Shakspo, Secretary of the Indian
National Center of ABCP submitteda proposal to
declare 6 June, the birthday of His Holiness the 14th
Dalai Lama as a "Universal Day of Compassion,”
which was welcomed and endorsed by the delegates of
the ABCP General Assembly.

Below is the complete text of Mr. Sonam Wangchuk
Shakpo's statement

mony among humankind and particularly among fol-
lowers of the Great Lord Buddha. In recognition to his
immense contribution, the Asian Buddhist Conference
for Peace unanimously declare His Holiness the 14th
Dalai Lama to be a Universal Supreme Leader of the
Buddhist World.

That with regard to the reincarnation of His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama, His Holiness’ repeated statements
since 1969, the official pronouncement of September
24, 2011, or any guidance in future is inherently dis-
cretionary. No government nor any individual has the
right to interfere in this matter. This religious activity
has to be conducted as per the responsibilities that His
Holiness the Dalai Lama enshrines and entrusts.

The 12" General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist
Conference for Peace recognizes the significance of the
continuation of Gaden Phodrang institution.

We further declare 6 July, His Holiness’s birthday to
be the “UNIVERSAL DAY OF COMPASSION”. We re-
quest all lovers of peace, compassion and non-violence
throughout the world to join us in celebrating the Uni-
versal Day of Compassion every year on 6 July.

By celebrating compassion and non-violence we cel-
ebrate the essence of the messages of Lord Buddha and
the teachings of His Holiness the 14™ Dalai Lama. We
commit to building a truly harmonious and peaceful
world.

SonamWangchuk Shakspo,
Secretary Indian National Center

62 Dhammaduta, March 2024



ABCP Partners with
Dharma

Y ==

Alliance
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Most Ven. Da Lama Kh. Byambajav, Secretary General of ABCP (left) and Dr. Prashant Sharma, President of the Dharma
Aliance signing the Framework of Cooperation Agreement between ABCP and Dharma Allaince during the 12" General
Assembly of ABCP in New Delhi

A meeting was held between the Executive Coun-
cil of ABCP and Dharma Alliance, a tax-exempt,
non-profit organization based in Geneva, Switzerland
was held on Thursday, 18 January 2024 in New Delhi.

The meeting was attended by Dr. Prashant Sharma,
President, Dharma Alliance and Prof. Amarjiva Lo-
chan, Member, Board of Advisors, Dharma Alliance,
Vice President of International Association for the
History of Religions (IAHR) and Joint Dean, Interna-
tional Relations, University of Delhi, and from ABCP
by its Secretary General Ven. Da lama Kh. Byambajav,
ABCP Deputy Secretary Generals Mr. Khy Suvanara-
tna and Mr. Sonam Wangchuk Shakspo, and Executive

Council members from Nepal, Vietnam and Mongolia.

ABCP and Dharma Alliance have a pro-
found overlap in their missions and objectives,
in which Buddhist teachings, traditions and cul-
ture play a fundamental and unequivocal role.

ABCP and Dharma Alliance have agreed to
sign a Framework of Cooperation Agreement be-
tween the two organizations in order to pro-
vide guidelines to jointly raise awareness and car-
ry out advocacy work to protect, preserve and
promote Dharma principles and perspectives
across institutions, dialogues and policies, as well
as develop collaborative programs at local, nation-
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ABCPPartnership

al, regional and global levels that support this effort.

ABCP and Dharma Alliance view the Framework
of Cooperation Agreement as an important instrument
for building a strong voice that can effectively chan-
nel ancient wisdom in addressing modern challenges.

Dr. Prashant Sharma, President of Dharma Al-
liance made a presentation detailing the objec-

tives and mission on Dharma Alliance, which
was established in 2021 in Geneva, Switzerland
as a tax-exempt, non-profit organization that

seeks to protect, preserve and promote Dharma-
based perspectives and practices across the world.

The draft of the Framework of Coopera-
tion Agreement between ABCP and Dharma Al-
liance was shared between the two organizations
and it was also sent to all the National Centers of
ABCP for their review, comments and suggestions.

The Executive Council Members considered the
draft for the proposed Framework of Cooperation
Agreement between ABCP and Dharma Alliance and
approved the draft with some mirror changes and de-
cided to submit the draft Framework of Cooperation
Agreement to the 12" General Assembly for its review
and approval, with which the meeting between the Ex-
ecutive Council of ABCP and Dharma Alliance ended.

At the Plenary Session of the 12 General Assem-
bly of ABCP Dr. Prashant Sharma made a presentation

A sl .

on what Dharma Alliance is and stands for. He noted
that "Dharma Alliance has a vision that the world rec-
ognizes the value of and acts upon the principles of
Dharma which emphasize peace, harmony, mutual
respect, and the inter-connectedness of all life. ABCP
and Dharma Alliance have a profound overlap in their
missions and objectives, in which Buddhist teach-
ings, traditions and culture play a fundamental and
unequivocal role. The purpose of this Framework of
Cooperation Agreement between ABCP and Dharma
Alliance is toprovide guidelines to jointly raise aware-
ness and carry out advocacy work to protect, pre-
serve and promote Dharma principles and perspec-
tivesacross institutions, dialogues and policies, as well
as develop collaborative programs at local, national,
regional and global levels that support this effort.”

See page ... ofthis issue of Dhammaduta for the
signed "Framework of Cooperation Agreement be-
tween the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace and
Dharma Alliance."

At the General Assembly, and the Charter of ABCP
it was noted that ABCP is prepared to partner with all
religious organizations, both Buddhist and non-Bud-
dist organizatons that have similar or identical goals
and mission of promoting, protecting andf presevring
universal peace and security, vitally important for the
promotion of heritages of all religions. u

I .F.I"' 1 2 .

Dr. Prashant Sharma, President of the Dharma Aliance addressing the 12" General Assembly of ABCP in New Delhi (photo top)
and copy of the Framework of Cooperation Agreement signed between ABCP and Dharma Allaince, on pages 65-68.
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Framework of Cooperation Agreement
between
Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace, Ulaanbaatar
and

Dharma Alliance, Geneva

1. Introduction

Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace (ABCP) was established in 1969 in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia as a voluntary movement of Buddhists with both monastic (monks) and lay members.
Most Venerable Gabji Samaagiin Gombojav, Khambo Lama of Mongolia, Venerable
J. Gomboyev from Buriat, the Khambo Lama of the former Soviet Union, Venerable Kushok
Bakula Rinpoche from India, and Buddhist leaders from Sri Lanka and Nepal came together
and officially founded the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace (ABCP) in 1970 with its
permanent headquarters in Ulaanbaatar. ABCP currently has national center members in
several countries across Asia including Bhutan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, India, Japan, Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, Republic of Korea, Russia, Sri Lanka,

Thailand and Vietnam.

ABCP aims to bring together efforts of Buddhists in support of consolidating universal peace,
harmony and cooperation among peoples of Asia; furthering their economic and social
advancement and promoting respect for justice and human dignity; and disseminating Buddhist

teachings, traditions and culture.

Dharma Alliance was established in 2021 in Geneva, Switzerland as a tax-exempt, non-profit
organization that seeks to protect, preserve and promote Dharma-based perspectives and

practices across the world.
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ABCPPartnership

Dharma Alliance has a vision that the world recognizes the value of and acts upon the principles
of Dharma which emphasize peace, harmony, mutual respect, and the inter-connectedness of
all life. With its permanent headquarters in Geneva, a center of global governance and an
operational hub of multilateral diplomacy, its aim is to introduce, strengthen and mainstream
Dharma principles and perspectives in global norms, standards and policies through consistent

and effective advocacy in multilateral institutions, dialogues and processes.

2. Purpose of the Framework of Cooperation Agreement

ABCP and Dharma Alliance have a profound overlap in their missions and objectives, in which
Buddhist teachings, traditions and culture play a fundamental and unequivocal role. The
purpose of this Framework of Cooperation Agreement between ABCP and Dharma Alliance
is to provide guidelines to jointly raise awareness and carry out advocacy work to protect,
preserve and promote Dharma principles and perspectives across institutions, dialogues and
policies, as well as develop collaborative programs at local, national, regional and global levels
that support this effort. ABCP and Dharma Alliance view this Framework of Cooperation
Agreement as an important instrument for building a strong voice that can effectively channel

ancient wisdom in addressing modern challenges.
Within this collaboration, ABCP and Dharma Alliance aim to:

2.1 Build awareness about the ways in which Buddhist teachings, traditions and practices can
contribute substantially to the achievement of the United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs);

2.2 Support advocacy efforts to strengthen and embed Buddhist principles in public policies at
various levels; and

2.3 Support and strengthen the development of a collective Dharmic voice premised on
common principles such as peace, harmony, mutual respect, and the inter-connectedness
of all life, for greater effectiveness in influencing international institutions, dialogues and

policies.

The possible areas of cooperation that could serve as a joint work plan, to be regularly reviewed

by ABCP and Dharma Alliance as per mutual convenience, are detailed below.,
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3. Areas of Cooperation

Recognizing their common objective to protect, preserve, and promote Dharma-based
perspectives and practices across the world, in which Buddhist teachings, traditions and culture
play a fundamental and unequivocal role, ABCP and Dharma Alliance will collaborate in areas

of mutual interest and engagement, where possible and appropriate, through:

3.1 Developing common positions on issues of mutual interest, particularly with respect to the
SDGs:;

3.2 Facilitating engagement and sharing relevant information with individuals and institutions
that are a part of their respective networks;

3.3 Providing support in developing and strengthening institutional relationships in bilateral,
regional and multilateral contexts (such as UN Alliance of Civilizations, UN University for
Peace, and UN-ECOSOC);

3.4 Using various platforms available within multilateral institutions such as the United
MNations (for example, the Intemational Day of Vesak), to raise awareness of Dharma
principles and practices in the context of international peace and development;

3.5 Supporting the development of appropriate knowledge products and related tools for
advocacy purposes;

3.6 Sharing information and news on their activities on a regular basis;

3.7 Participation, joint or otherwise, in relevant activities and programs in various parts of the
world;

3.8 Collaborating to raise funds for joint events and activities; and

3.9 Sharing of calendars of relevant activities, initiatives or strategies pertinent to the areas of

cooperation identified above.

4. Terms and Modalities of Collaborative Activities

To support the implementation of this Framework of Cooperation Agreement, all activities will
be subject to the availability of sufficient financial and human resources for that purpose and
in compliance with legal obligations, program of work, priority activities, principles, internal
rules, regulations, policies, administrative procedures and practices of ABCP and Dharma

Alliance.
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ABCP Partnership

ABCP and Dharma Alliance commit to promoting and communicating their collaborative

activities to relevant audiences in a spirit of collaboration and joint ownership.

This Framework of Cooperation Agreement will remain in place until either of the entities

chooses to withdraw.

Signed on 18 January 2024 in New Delhi at the 12" General Assembly of ABCP

: /%ﬂw(f

Da Lama Khunkhur BY AMBAJAV Dr. Prashant SHARMA
Secretary General President

Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace Dharma Alliance

Gandan Tegchenling Monastery Chemin de la Fleuriste 18

Ulaanbaatar-38, Mongolia 16040 1216 Geneva, Switzerland
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"We must research to
determine what is real.
With no research, you
can't find reality."

The Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso
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bodia and President of Cambodia ABCP National Center opening the "Academic Conference” held as a part of the 12"

An academic conference was held
during the 12 General Assembly of
ABCP.

Research scholars, both lay per-
sons and Buddhists monks from

General Assembly of ABCP

the ABCP national Centers made
presentations on their research into
various aspects of Buddhism and
presented findings of their research.

From India Dr. Shashibala,

Dean, Center for Indology, Bharati-
ya Vidya Bhavan and Dr. Anirban
Das, Director, National Mission
for Manuscript, Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for the Arts, Minis-
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try of Culture, Government of In-
dia (First and second photos on this
page) presented findings of their
research. Dr. Anirban Das, an ex-
pert of ancient Indian scripts., gave
an exhaustive explanation on the
link between Mongolia and an in-
valuable find made from Mongoli
with inscriptions in Brahmi Script.
While Mr. Mukunda Bista, Ex-
ecutive member, Nepal National
Center of ABCP presented a paper
called "Swayambhu Maha Chaitya:
An Appraisal of Its Religious and
Cultural Importance as The Axis
Mundi of Nepal Mandala".

There were three scholars from
Mongolia, who tookpart in the aca-
demic conference. One of them was
Professor M. Otgonbayar, Head of
Department of Philosophy and Re-
ligious Studies, National University
of Mongolia. The title of her paper
was "A Historical Overview and
Current State of Buddhist Teach-
ings and Research in Mongolia,"
while Ven. Dr. Myagmarsuren
Gombodorj, Director of Zuun Khu-
ree College and Research Institute
for Buddhism and Culture, Dashi-
choiling Monastery - Mongolia Na-
tional Center of ABCP presented
his study entiteled "Preserving Bud-
dhist Cultural Heritage: Writings in
Tibetan by Mongolians." And Ven-
erable Lama Lkhagvasuren Dorj,
Research fellow, Theology College,
Gandan Tegchenling Monastery -
Mongolia National Center made
a presentaton entitled "Buddhism
among the Mongols."

Papers on research and findings
were also presented by Most Ven.
Phra Anil Sakya, Assistant Abbot,
Wat Bovoranives Vihara, Bangkok,
Thailand; Lama Luvsandorj, Direc-
tor, Theology College, Theology
College, Gandan Tegchenling Mon-
astery — Mongolia National Center
(third photo on this page); Ven. Sod-
nomdorzhiev Dashi-Nima of Ivol-
ginsky Datsan, Ulan Ude, Russian
National National Center; Sok Bun-
thoeun, Director, Division of Bud-
dhist Higher Education, General
Inspectorate for National Buddhist
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i i _ _ Education, ABCP Cambodia Na-
111 [ M tional Center, Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia; Mr. Sunil Galagama, Addi-
tional Secretary, Ministry of Health,
Government of Sri Lanka (first
photo top on this page); Ani Gen-
den Lhamu, and Mr. Jigmet Olden,
Ph.D. both from Delhi University,
India (second and third photos on
this page).

At the time of the printing
of this issue of Dhammaduta,
we hadreceived copies of papers
presented at the ABCP Academic
Conference from Mr. Mukunda
Bista, Professor M. Otgonbayar,
Ven. Dr. Myagmarsuren
Gombodorj and Venerable Lama
Lkhagvasuren Dorj, which we print
in full. in this special edition of
Dhammaduta.

If the editorial office of the
magazine receives the copies of
the other presentations made
at the General Assembly, we
would be happy to reprint them
at the next issue of the magazine
Dhammaduta.

J'H.nnn,.,r
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Swayambhu

Maha chaitya - The Axis
Mundi of Nepal Mandala

By Mukunda Bista, ABCP Nepal

Introduction from around the world. Some of Aeon; Boudha, which accord-
these famous sites include Lum- ing to legend was constructed

Nepal is renowned for the bini, the birthplace of Sakyamu- by Jhya-je ma (Shamvara), the
numerous Buddhist pilgrimage ni Buddha, the 4th among the poultry farming lady’s three vir-
sites amongst Buddhist devotees 1000 Buddhas of this fortunate tuous sons, who vowed in front
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=18 Jantary, 2024

Mukunda Bista, Executive Committee Member, ABCP Nepal National Center

of the stupa in their previous
life to disseminate and preserve
the Dharma in Tibet, the land of
snow, Namobuddha (Tib: sTag-
mo-lus-sbyin), where in one of
his previous lives as a Bodhisat-
tva, he had offered his body to
a staving tigress and her cubs.
However, the single most impor-
tant sacred monument on this
earth for

Buddhists, the Swayambhu
Maha chaitya, whose blessings
sustain the power of the Buddha
dharma on the planet, is located
at the heart of the country as the
Axis Mundi of the entire Bud-
dhist cosmos on this planet. In
this paper, I will try to demon-
strate through scriptural and his-
torical references how and why
Swayambhu was and has been
the center of inspiration and
devotion not only for ordinary
practitioners of the valley but
also for the enlightened masters
and adepts(siddhas) both from
India and Tibet and therefore
could be deemed the source of
inception of Buddhism in Nepal
Mandala and the source of light
and renewal of Dharma, a major

juncture of microcosm and mac-
rocosm, which has served as the
axis mundi of Buddhist Cosmos
for Buddhist diaspora in general
and Nepalese Buddhist in par-
ticular.

The Maha chaitya essential-
ly is a Vajrayana Stupa which
is treated as Dharmadhatuva-
giswara chaitya with the Man-
jushree as the central deity of
the mandala. The oldest inscrip-
tion with the full name for the
shrine on Swayambhu dates
back to 1372 A.D, where it is re-
ferred to as “SriSriSri-Sahmegu-
Dharmadhatuvagiswara-Bhat-
taraka” (in Newari: Sah=cow,
megu= tail which is equivalent
to the Gopuccha in Sanskrit, the
name of the hillock over which
the Chaitya is located). The de-
tailed origin myth of the Nepal
Mandala (i.e. Kathmandu val-
ley) and its self-arisen divine
light (Swayambhu Jyoti Rupa)
Maha chaitya is narrated in the
most important Buddhist texts
of Newar Buddhism - The Svay-
ambhu Purana (hereafter SP).
According to SP, the valley is
said to have been a sacred place

for practicing Buddhism from
the very beginning, long before
the appearance of the historical
Buddha Shakyamuni. After the
light of Svayambhu appeared,
it became the center of Newar
Buddhist devotions. The earliest
version of the Svayambhu myth
focuses only on the importance
of this divine light, but later
versions give prominence to
Dharmadhatu Vagisvara (Man-
jushree).

The multiple versions of Sway-
ambhu Purana

German Indologist Horst
Brinkhaus in his “Textual Histo-
ry of the SP mentions that there
are 5 different recension and
hundreds of versions of SP in
Kathmandu Valley. Nepal-Ger-
man Manuscript Preservation
Project alone has filmed more
than a hundred manuscripts of
the SP and there are more still
in the Valley. The importance of
the SP and consequentially the
importance of its main char-
acter, the Maha chaitya, is also
highlighted by the fact that the
shorter prosed version of the SP,
i.e., the “Goshringa-Parvat Sway-
ambhu Chaitya-Bhattaraka Ud-
desha” or “Short treatise on the
true sovereign among Stupas,
the Self-originated Chaitya on
Mount Oxhorn”. It was translat-
ed three times; two complete Ti-
betan translations survive, plus
a tiny quotation from an earlier
third one. Scholars of the Snow-
lands, moreover, also composed
two extensive commentaries, in
the first place directed against
Tibetan pilgrimage guides to
Nepal that, according to them,
abounded in errors.

The origin of the Stupa - the leg-
end is interwoven with history
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According to SP and Nepal
Mahatmya, ninety-one eons ago
during the time of Kathmandu
Valley was a big lake, named
the Nagahrada or Taodhanah-
rada. Once Lord Vipaswi Bud-
dha came and was said to have
planted a lotus seed into the
lake from Jatamatrochcha (pres-
ently known as Jamacho Hill or
Nagarjuna Hill). When his dis-
ciples asked why he did so, Lord
Vipaswi Buddha explained that
there would appear a self-origi-
nated divine light, a manifesta-
tion of Primordial Buddha from
Akanistha Bhuvan and people
would call it Swayambhu. He
also predicted that in the fu-
ture Bodhisattva Manjushree
will drain the water off from the
valley and make it a habitable
land. At that time Satyadharma
(Dharmasatya)

Bodhisattva, who was to be-
come Shakyamuni Buddha after
ninety-one eons, was accompa-
nying Vipaswi Buddha.

The lotus seed planted by
Vipaswi  Tathagata bloomed
during the time Sikhi Bud-
dha. When the Sikhi Tathagata
heard that a self-originated di-
vine light has appeared on the
beautiful blooming thousand
petalled lotus, he came to pay
homage to Swayambhu with his
disciples, among them was Bo-
dhisattva Kshemaraj Grahapati
(Kshantiraja), who was to be-
come Shakyamuni Buddha later.
Sikhi Buddha composed a hymn
and merged himself with Lord
Swayambhu. He also preached
about Nairatmya at the southern
mountain called Dhyanocha.

Later Lord Visvabhu Bud-
dha came to pay homage to Lord
Swayambhu with his disciple
and offered 125000 flowers from
eastern mountain called Fullo-

chha. At that time Bodhisat-
tva Parvatakshya (Kutakiritiraja)
who was to become Shakyamuni
later, was with Visvabhu Bud-
dha.

It was around the time of Vis-
vabhu Tathagata that Bodhisat-
tva Manjushree, fascinated to see
the glorious light of Adi Buddha
came from Wutai-Shan, Five-
Peaked Mountain and drained
the water from lake and made
the valley inhabitable. According
to SP it was Manjshree himself,
who later manifested in human
form as Manjuvajra Acarya to
perform his bodhisattva deeds in
the sacred land of Swayambhu.

Later, Lord Krakuchanda
Buddha came with his chief dis-
ciples Jyotipala (Abhayadatta)
and Gunadhvaja to pay hom-
age to Swayambhu in Tretayuga.
Jyotipala was the future Shakya-
muni Buddha. He climbed up
Siddhifullochcha parvat, ie.
Northern hill of Kathmandu val-
ley, presently known as Shivapu-
ri Hill and preached extensively
the doctrines of 37 factors. At
that time there were no traces of
water. Then Krakuchanda Tatha-
gata through his miraculous ut-
terance issued forth a stream of
water and hence the name Bag-
mati, the one of the main rivers
in the valley. During that time,
he also ordained 700 disciples at

the place of origin of the riv-
er Bagdwara, the place of origin
Bagmati river.

Similarly, Kanakmuni and
Kasyapa Buddhas also came to
pay homage to Lord Swayambhu
and preached the doctrines ex-
tensively. The Future Sakyamuni
Buddha, followed the two Tatha-
gatas as Sudharmaraja Bodhisat-
tva and Jyoti Raj (Prabharaja)
Bodhisattva respectively.

In the Nepalese Chronicles
that during the reign of King

Jitedasti in the Valley, Shakya-
muni Buddha after meeting his
father Suddhodhana in Kapil-
vastu, visited Kathmandu, to
teach the dharma and pay hom-
age to the holy shrine at Sway-
ambhu Stupa in Kathmandu
valley. He saluted Stupa thrice,
offered hymns and declared
that he came to pay homage to
lord Swayambhu seven times in
seven different births; 6 times in
the emanation of a bodhisattva
disciples of previous Buddhas.
Then he moved to western part
of Swayambhu called Goshringa
Hill and there he gave the dis-
courses on the origin of Sway-
ambhu Stupa at the request of
Maitreya Bodhisattva. Shakya-
muni Buddha, after paying hom-
age to Lord Swayambhu, and
then he visited Gujesvari (Guhy-
esvari temple) and then went to
called Namo Buddha, which is
located at the eastern direction
of Kathmandu valley.

In the SP, all the seven Tatha-
gata highlights the amount of
virtuous one accumulates just by
merely seeing or paying homage
to the Mahachaitya. Particularly,
on chapter 5 of SP, Shakyamuni
Buddha instructs how one can
get liberated from the all the 8
worldly concerns and obtain the
fruit of peace, if one would duly
venerate and meditate on the
stupa, after establishing oneself
in discipline.

According to some chroni-
cles and folk lore, Arya Nagar-
juna came to visit Swayambhu
Stupa around 200 A.D. He also
became priest of the shrine for
some time and went to retreat
at Shantipura cave. According
to him, there are three narrow
paths leading to the Divine light
of Swayambhu. Afterwards, he
went to the western hill for med-
itation, which is aptly known as
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Nagarjuna hill these days.

There is one early inscription at Swayambhu,
which provides literary evidence that the Stupa
was worshipped by countless devotees from all
over the Buddhist world. Among them some of the
most famous names in Buddhist history Nagar-
juna, Santi Deva, Naropa, Vagisvarakirti, Savaripa,
Jalandharipa, Padmasambhava et al.

Two hundred years after Parinirvana of Lord
Shakyamuni Buddha, Emperor Ashoka hav-
ing heard the fame of Nepal as a sacred place,
and having obtained the permission of his spiri-
tual guide, Upagupta (Bhikshu), visited every
holy place in the country and bathed in every sa-
cred water, and went to Svayambhu, Gujesvari
and eight Bauddha Vitaragas or Chaityas. and
established numerous stupas, send missionar-
ies to different countries to propagate the Bud-
dha shasana. He visited Kathmandu valley with
his teacher, Upagupta, his consort Tisyarakshita,
daughter Charumati and many other persons. He
built four Stupas at Patan city at four cardinal di-
rections of the city. It is also believed that he had
built fifth stupa in Patan. Ashoka’s daughter mar-
ried a Nepali prince Devapala and founded the
city of Devapattana and established a monastery
called the Charumati Vihara which is in the place
presently known as Chababhil.

Later, King Prachanda Deva paid homage to
Lord Swayambhu and Bhiksu Gunakara ordained
him by giving name Shantashree. Vikshu Shan-
tashree, thinking that in later period people with
evil mind might destroy this self-originated divine
light, with permission from the disciple of Bod-
hisattva Manjushree, Vikshu Gunakara, covered it
by erecting a Stupa. After completing the Stupa, he
went to retreat in Shantipur.

The axis mundi of Newar Buddhist tradition

Yagmanpati Bajracharya, a Newar Buddhist
scholar and a Buddhist priest, based on the leg-
end of SP, alludes that the worshipping of the Cha-
itya started from the time of Vipaswi Buddha. He
further claims that, the Newar Buddhist culture
follows the Lokottaravada or Caityavada sect of
Mahasanghika school. Thus, he alludes that the
entire Newar Buddhist culture is weaved around
the culture of worshipping stupa, particularly the
Swayambhu Mahachaitya. He tries to substantiate
his points by explaining that in Newar Buddhist
culture, while performing any religious ceremo-

ny, rites, rituals, offerings etc., one must verbally
commit to the Stupa repeating the line in Sanskrit
“Shree Swayambhu Caitya Bhattaraka Saanid-
haane...,;” which means, “I take the vow being in
front of the lord Swayambhu Stupa...” Preferably,
A monastery or vihara should be built in a place
from where the Swayambhu Stupa is visible. If not,
then in the shrine a representation of Swayambhu
Stupa is placed. Furthermore, while going through
the Cudakarma (rite of passage to mark Puberty
or the coming of age) one holds the stick with the
Caitya at the top, while going for the alms round
to represent that one is a worshipper of the Sway-
ambhu Stupa. He further points out that in every
ritual, starting from birth till death, the chaitya oc-
cupies a central niche—the axis mundi—in Newar
Buddhist cosmos.

The construction and multiple restorations of
the Mahachaitya

According to Gopalraj Bamsavali (genealogy
compiled between 1387 and 1390 A.D.), historical-
ly, Singu Vihara Chaitya (Swayambhu Mahacha-
itya) was built during the reign of Licchavi King
Vrisha Deva, who ruled around 450 A.D accord-
ing to historian Sylvian Levi. After its construc-
tion Mahachaitya has been devotedly restored ev-
ery century for more than a millennium. Due to
these efforts, the continuity of power of generation
of worship remains active till our time. Here the
Manjushree Namasangeeti and the Pragyaparami-
ta are still chanted with heartfelt faith in the teach-
ings of the tathagatas. Till the date the Mahacha-
itya has been restored and renovated more than
fifteen times. , These restorations and

renovations were not only initiated/sponsored
by the local kings and public but by the adepts,
masters and lamas of different sects of Buddhism
from different part of the world. This alludes at the
fact that the stupa must have been for centuries
not only the center of civilization, spiritual inspira-
tion and integrity of the Nepal Mandala but a pre-
cious religious heritage for the Buddhist around
the world.

Conclusion

If we pay heed to the spectrum of intellectual,
cultural and material wealth that has been invested
for centuries(if not eons) in the conception, incep-
tion, preservation of the Mahachaitya and in the
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propagation of the cult around it, we can easily ap-
praise that the Mahachaitya is not only a religious
site seminally important for the Buddhists of the
Nepal Mandala, but it is one of the most important
sacred site for the Buddhist around the world as
an ancient heritage site, the axis mundi, that rep-
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resents the integrity of Buddhist diaspora around
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structural aspect of Swayambhu which is worth
preserving but the idea of Swayambhu as a site
of soteriological and cultural importance as well
which is worth propagating.
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A Historical Overview
and Current State of

Buddhist Teachings and
Research in Mongolia

By Professor M. Otgonbayar and S.Demberel (Ph.D. candidate)
Head of Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies,

National Universi

Statistics based on historical cir-
cumstances

The study of Buddhism in
contemporary Mongolia is in-
extricably linked to the social
and historical external condi-
tions of the spread of Buddhism
in Mongolia on the one hand, and
secularism on the other hand.

According to the results of
the first population census con-
ducted in 1918 with the help of
Russia, at the beginning of the
20th century, Mongolians were al-
most all Buddhists. At that time,
the population of Mongolia was
542,540, with 21.3% of the to-
tal population - equivalent to
105,577 individualsidentifying as
monks, about 20% of the entire
population, or one out of every
5 people were Buddhist monks.

"In 1924, shortly after the pass-
ing of Bogd Khan Javzandamba,

of Mongolia

the head of the sovereign state, the
First Constitution of the People's
Republic was adopted. It contained
the following article: In order to
safeguard and grant full freedom
of conscience to every citizen of
the country, it is deemed neces-
sary to separate religious affairs
from political matters, allowing
individuals to freely determine
and practice their religious be-
liefs according to their own will."

In Mongolia, where almost ev-
eryone was Buddhist, the People's
Democratic Party, which took
power after the People’sRevolution
in 1921, took many measures to
destroy religion under the influ-
ence and leadership of the Comin-
tern and the Soviet Union. In the
1930s, about 30,000 monks were
persecuted and about 1,000 Bud-
dhist temples were demolished.

The intense repression that
reached its peak during 1937-

39,and the events that brought
societal upheavals as a result of it
forced Mongolians to renounce
their religion and beliefs without
their consent and to hide their de-
votion. Until the 90s of the 20th
century, Mongolia was a member
of the communist system and im-
plemented the theory and ideol-
ogy of communism, so it forced the
publicto become atheist/secular.

The restrictions related to reli-
gion and beliefs in our history in
the 20th century were character-
ized by the direct leadership and
influence of the ruling Mongo-
lian People's RevolutionistParty
within the country and the Co-
mintern and the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union from abroad.

In the 2010 population cen-
sus, Mongolia conducted its
first survey on the religios-
ity of the population. Accord-
ing to the census, 61.4% of the
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total population identifies as religious, with 53% be-
ing Buddhists. Furthermore, 86.2% of all individu-
als who follow a religious belief adhere to Buddhism.

Thus, Mongolians were publicly Buddhists at the
beginning of the 20th century, and after 70 years they
became atheists. In the mid-1980s, the percentage
of religious people increased from 19.6% to 72.8%
by 1994, However, in 2010, it decreased to 61, 4 %.

According to the new Constitution adopted in
1992, the citizens of Mongolia have the freedom
of conscience, it allows free practice of religion.

Academic research

On November 19, 1921, "The Institute of Manu-
scripts” (Sudar Bichgiin Khureelen) was established
as the first scientific academic institution in Mongo-
lia. One of the main areas of research of the institute
was the study of Buddhism, and in the late 1920s, the
catalog of Mongolian Danjuur (Bstan-'gyur) was cross-
referenced with the source texts and subsequently
released as the "Complete Catalogue of Danjuur” or
"bsDan bcos 'gyur ro cog gi dgar chag." This publica-
tion, presented in the form of scripture, contributes to

the development of Buddhist religious literature and
spans 227 pages in Tibetan and Mongolian characters.

From this point of view, our Academy of Sciences
has been working on registering recording, catalog-
ing, and exploring the contents of Buddhist sourc-
es since its inception. Buddhist grammar or Bud-
dhist linguistics and its branches have made a special
contribution to the development of Mongolian lit-
erature. Mongolians who studied the traditional sci-
ence of healing have developed medical sciences.

In 1970, the Department of Buddhist Studies was
established in the Institute of History of the Mon-
golian Academy of Sciences, later it was named
"Buddhist Studies Sector” and transferred to the In-
stitute of Philosophy, Sociology and Law in 1973.
Since that time, the treatises of main schools of Bud-
dhist philosophy, its prominent Buddhist think-
ers, and sources have been studied in the sector.
The Sector of Buddhist Studieshas studied the his-
tory of Mongolian philosophical thought in connec-
tion with Buddhist teachings and published joint
works such as "Some Issues in the History of Mon-
golian Philosophy" (UB, 1990) and "Overview of
the History of Buddhist Philosophy" (UB, 1991)
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Analyzing the works published by researchers in
the field of Buddhist studies, the research has been
conducted on various aspects, including the social and
political views of Mongolians, the history of Mongo-
lian Buddhist philosophy, Buddhist logic, Yogachara
(Vijnanavada) philosophy, Madhyamaka philosophy,
Prajnaparamita (the perfection of wisdom), astrology,
and the writings of some prominent Buddhist masters.

One of the significant characteristics of Mongolian
Buddhist masters is their proficiency in the Tibetan
language, leading to the creation of textbooks in Ti-
betan language and Tibetan-Mongolian dictionaries.

During the period when communist ideol-
ogy dominated our society and teaching Buddhist
doctrine in civil schools and institutions was pro-
hibited, the history of Buddhist philosophy was
imparted under the title 'History of Mongolian Phi-
losophy' in the curriculum of the Philosophy De-
partment at the National University of Mongo-
lia. At this time in history, it is interesting that
ABCP was established by the initiative of our Bud-
dhist researcher and Gandantechinlen Monastery.

In 1998, the Buddhist philosophy program
was first introduced in our department. To-
day, we are conducting research on Buddhist
studies and, offer undergraduate and graduate
courses in religious studies, and advanced Bud-
dhist philosophy courses in the department.

Our teachers and faculty members have been en-
gaging in research, translation, and publication of com-

mentaries on Buddhist philosophy written by Mon-
golian Buddhist masters. They have also delved into
the history of Mongolian Buddhism, biographies of
Khutagt and Khuvilgaan, Buddhist logic, Yogachara
(Vijnanavada) philosophy, Madhyamaka philoso-
phy, Prajnaparamita (the perfection of wisdom), Ab-
hidharma, and Buddhist ethics, among other topics.

In conclusion, I believe it is important to un-
dertake the following initiatives for the further de-
velopment of Buddhist research in Mongolia.
Firstly, implement a translation project for

works of Mongolian Buddhist masters.
Secondly,  establishing  exchange  programs
for faculty members, researchers, and students
from Buddhist Universities, along with organiz-
ing summer school programs on Buddhist studies.

Thirdly, fostering the sharing and exchange
of data, texts, and resource materials related to
Buddhist  studies. Encouraging young schol-
ars to collaborate on joint articles for publica-
tion in professional journals and inviting scholars
to join the editorial boards of Buddhist journals.

Lastly, the comparative study of Buddhist and West-
ern philosophies is becoming increasingly significant.
This area holds the potential to develop into one of
the key areas of Buddhist research in Mongolia. New
research topics, such as the religious issues faced by
Mongolians during historical transitions from secular-
ism, questions of religious freedom, and the formation
of religious institutions in this process, are emerging. =

the

A hasnd drawn oainting showing the lay out of Ikh Khuree, the old name of Ulaanbaatar. Photo courtesy of Dashi-
choilin Monastery
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Preserving Buddhist
Cultural Heritage:
Writings in Tibetan by
Mongolians

By Professor Ven. Dr. G. Myagmarsuren
“Zuun Khuree” Dashichoiling Monastery
Research Institute for Buddhism & Culture, Mongolia

12" General Assembly

Professor Ven. Dr. G. Myagmarsuren of “Zuun Khuree” Dashichoiling Monastery

An important part of the intel-
lectual cultural heritage inherited
by the Mongolian people over the
centuries is the literary works cre-

ated by Mongolians in the Tibetan
language. Mongolians have had
extensive political, economic, re-
ligious and cultural relations with

neighboring countries since ancient
times. In particular, there have been
extensive relations with India and
Tibet in terms of religion and cul-
ture.

From the time when Buddhism
began to spread from India and Ti-
bet in Great Mongolia, a large num-
ber of well learned scholars and
monks were appeared who studied
the major and minor sciences of
the East, and wrote the numerous
works on the major and minor sci-
ences in Mongolian. They have in-
hered us an invaluable history and
cultural heritage by translating, in-
terpreting the deep meaning of the
teachings of the Buddha and creat-
ing new writing works that reflect
the features and characteristics of
the native land, place, and tradition.

In terms of translation works,
108 volumes of “Ganjuur” or
"Translation of teachings of Bud-
dha" consisting of 1,161 texts, and
226 volumes of works consisting
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of 3,458 texts called “Danjuur” or
"Translation of Explanations", a
compilation of the works of In-
dian sages, have been translated
into Mongolian. In addition, some
works of Indian scholars who were
not included in the Tibetan Dan-
juur were translated directly from
Sanskrit into their native Mongo-
lian language. Also, many works of
philosophy, medicine, poetry, lit-
erature, teachings, and biographies
written by Tibetan scholars were
translated into Mongolian and pub-
lished.

Many Mongolians spent a long
time studying in monasteries in
their homeland and in Tibet, mas-
tered the Tibetan language as if it
were their mother tongue, learned
and perfected the traditional Bud-
dhist knowledge of ancient India,
commented on the writings of In-
dian and Tibetan scholars, and cre-
ated their own magnificent works
in Tibetan.

According to the researches of
Nomch Mergen Gavj Gombojav,
Borjigin Geshe Ishtavkhai, doc-
tor, professor L. Khurelbaatar, as-
trologer, doctor L. Terbish, and R.
Byambaa, there are over 500 indi-
viduals who composed their written
works in Tibetan language.

Choiji-Odser (XIV  century),
Ayush Gyush (XVII century), Alt-
angerel Uvsh (XVII century), Un-
durgegeen Zanabazar (1635-1723),
Zayabandid Luvsanperenlei (1642-
1715), Oirad Zayabandid Namkhai-
jamts (1599-1662), Lamiingegen
Luvsandanzanjantsan (1639-1704),
Darbabandida Luvsansodov-
jamts (1637-1702), Shiva shireet
Luvsanshiva (1682-1745), Chin
sujigt Luvsannorovsharav (1701-
1768), Erdene Zuu shireet Luvsan-
dagvadarjaa (1734-1803), Erdene
Zuu Gonchigjantsan (1858-1937),
Tsakhar ~ Geshe  Luvsantsultem
(1740-1810), Sumbekhambo Ish-
baljir (1704-1788), Noyonkhutugt
Danzanravjaa (1803-1856),
Alshaa Agvaandandarlharamba
(1758-1840), Bragri Damzigdorj
(1781-1856), Agvaanbaldantsorj

(1797-1864), Agvaanhaidav of Je-
dor (1779-1838), Vangairavjamba
Agvaantuvden (XIX century), Bi-
cheechtsorj Agvaandorj (1785-
1849), Dai Guush Agvaandanpel
(1700-1780), Arya Janlunbandid
Agvaanluvsandambijantsan  (1770-
1845), Dandaragramba  (1835-
1915), Shejei Gavj Agvaandondov
(XIX century), Beiliin Agvaand-
amba (1814-1855), Ikh Khuree
Tsorj Luvsanchoinzin (XX cen-
tury), gabji Luvsandash (XX cen-
tury), Zava Lama Luvsandamdin
(1867-1937), Sungiin Angi Lama
Chagdarjav (1869-1933), Lunrig-
dandar (XIX century), Yondon
Maaramba (XIX century), Ugalz

Lama Luvsansodovjamts (1878
-1961), Nuurnii lama Tserendorj
(20th  century), ErenkhamboLu-

vsantseren (1873-1934), Tserenjav
Agramba (19th century), Luvsan-
baldan of Orgiochi (19th century),
Agvaanishsambuu (1847-1896),
Toinkhambo Toysamjamts (19th
century), Nomgon's Tara lama
Agvaantsultemzhamts (1880-1930),
Borjigin  Geshelshtavhai  (1901-
1972) and so on.

The great heritage of writings
created in many genres, such as
explanations, manuals, readings,
meditations, examples, stories,
notes on teachings, interpretations
of difficult words, sample names,
interpretations of difficult mean-
ings, legends, stories, speeches, and
letters so on, written or published
in Tibetan from one volume to doz-
ens of volumes, has been passed
down to our time.

The works written by Mongo-
lians in the Tibetan language, it is
very broad in terms of subject mat-
ter, it covers all three traditional
tripitakas, major and minor ten
eastern wisdoms, it is very rich in
terms of genres but unique, it uses
many possible options in terms
of descriptive methods, and it has
common aspects but has unique
differences in terms of content.

There are many magnificent
written works such as the chant-
ing rituals of Undurgegeen, Shiva

Shireet, Arya Janlunbandida’s,
books on Hayagriwa by Bragri-
Damtsigdorj, = Lhundevbandida's
method of meditation works
such as "Creation and Comple-
tion Stage of Yamandaka', Lu-
vsanperenlei's "Notes of Teach-
ings", “ Horchoinjun”, history of
Budhhism in Mongolia by Ish-
baljir, SumbeAkhambo, Tsembel-
Guush of Tumedy, Dharamdala of
BaarinKhoshun, and ZavaDamd-
inGavj of Khalkh, “The biography
of Tsongkhapa” by TsaharGeshe-
Luvsantsultem, other biographies
composed by Vangai Ravjamba,
"Commentary of Phonetics” by
Bizya Lama Damdinsuren, "Com-
mentary on the Theory of Poets”
by Jamyangarav, Agvaanbaldan,
lyrical explanations and commen-
taries, teachings on Path "Lamrim”
by Lamiingegeen, “Critical Expla-
nation on the Path to Enlighten-
ment” by Luvsandorj Gavji, com-
mentaries on Indian and Tibetan
saint’s composition, philosophical
works by Agwaanbaldan, Bragri
Damtsagdorji, Dandar Agramba,
Agvaandorj Gavji, Baldansambuu-
dooromba, Choinzad Lama, Nan-
zad Agramba, Luvsandash Gaviji,
philosophical debate works by
Agvaankhaidav of Jedor, Paramita
commentaries” by Gavji Tserendorj,
phonetic works by Damdinsuren,
Yanjingaivilodoi, astrological works
of Sumbekhambo, Tsakhar Gebsh,
medical works by Lamiingegen Lu-
vsandanzanjantsan, Lunregdandar-

maaramba, Luvsanchoimboltoyin
and so on.
These examples of literary

works in the Tibetan language of
the Mongols are that they learned
foreign languages extensively, mas-
tered them even to the level of bi-
lingual literature, created works that
can be called scientific, contributed
to the field of traditional Eastern
science, and put forward their own
theories, in turn, it is a proof that
it had an impact on the intellectual
culture of India and Tibet, where it
was derived from.

The rich collection of works of

Dhammaduta, March 2024 81



ABCP and Research

the Mongols not only greatly con-
tributed to the development of the
intellectual fund of the people of
their country, but also had an ap-
propriate effect on the development
of the history, religion and culture
of the Tibetan people.

The tradition of Mongolian writ-
ing in the Tibetan language dates
back to the 14" century. It is rea-
sonable to consider that the period
of intense writing in Tibetan lan-
guage by Mongolians from the XYII
century. The tradition of Mongolian
writing in Tibetan continues even
to these days.

Unfortunately, during the anti-
religious movement of the 1930s,
more than 700 temples, more than
a hundred thousand monks, re-
ligious, cultural, historical ob-
jects and books were destroyed
and burnt, and many scholars and
scholars were killed, some of our
rich intellectual cultural heritage
was destroyed. There is a sad story
of the destruction of many rare and
precious literary works in the Ti-
betan language of the Mongols be-
longing to the ten major and minor
wisdoms.

Although valuable historical,
cultural monuments and books
were destroyed, Tibetan works writ-
ten by Mongolians in Tibetan and
classical translations beautifully
translated into Mongolian, like the
saying of "the bottom of the big
pot is not empty", were left and in-
herited.

From the time the Academy of
Sciences was established in Mon-
golia, as a result of collecting rare
books and scriptures written by
Mongolians in Tibetan, translated
from Tibetan, and rare books by In-
dian and Tibetan scholars, the State
Library of Mongolia, the library of
Institute of Linguistics, and other
libraries have a rare and important
treasure of collection of books and
scriptures.

After the re-opening of the Gan-
dan Tegchenling Monastery, thanks
to the collection of books and scrip-
tures from rural areas, many rare

and precious books and scriptures
of Tibetan and Mongolian monks
were collected, which are now kept
in the library of the monastery.

S.Gombojav (1903-1980)/, the
abbot of Gandan Tegchenling Mon-
astery laid the groundwork for re-
searching and recording the works
of people who wrote works in Ti-
betan language in the first Inter-
national conference of scholars for
Mongolian studies with a speech
entitled "The Written works by
Mongolians in Tibetan language"
and in this speech, he mentioned
approximately 208 famous monks
of Mongolia who wrote works in
Tibetan language, and briefly ex-
plained which region, province,
which period they belonged to, and
which field of study they wrote.

Since then, a number of foreign
and domestic scholars have done
numerous works to study the titles
and original texts of the works writ-
ten in Tibetan by Mongolians and
put them into the research frame-
work.Ishtavhai, a monk of Gan-
danTegchenling monastery, (1902-
1972), wrote in Tibetan, in which
he wrote the name of 100 monks,
which region, which generation
they belonged to, and how many
volumes they had.

The book "Titles of Sumbum"
which published in China contains
brief biographies and titles of works
of 35 Mongolian monks, such as Bi-
chechtsorj Agvaantseren, Zaya Lu-
vsanperenlei, tsorj Agvaanluvsan-
dondov, Bragriyonzin Damtsigdorj,
Agvaankhaidav of Jidor, and so on.

Indian scholars Raghu Vera and
Lokesh Chandra have published
biographies and titles of more
than thirty Mongolian monks, as
well as some writings and com-
plete sumbums of many Mongo-
lian monks. Mongolian monk Gu-
rudeva Rinpoche published the
works of famous Mongolian monks
who wrote works in Tibetan, such
as sumbums of "Zava Lama Lu-
vsandayan, Tserenjavagramba of
Murung monastery, Arya Janlun-
bandida Agvaanluvsandanbizhalt-

san (1770-1845), Agvaanbaldant-
sorj, Bragriyonzin Damtsigdorj,
Awgardo ram pa Dpalldanbzangpo
(XIX century), etc.

In modern times, many re-
searchers and scientists have done
a lot of research and analysis on
the Tibetan literary works of Mon-
golians who created literature in
Tibetan from the perspective of
linguistics, literature, philosophy,
poetry, history, medicine, astrology,
etc.

We all know that Academician
Ts. Damdinsuren, Sh. Bira, D. Tse-
rensodnom, doctor Ch. Altengerel,
D. Yondon, L. Khurelbaatar, L. T
erbish, Sh. Soninbayar have writ-
ten dozens of research and analysis
works on old Mongolian, Tibetan
literature, Mongolian scholars and
monks, and their rare and precious
works.

In this way, many foreign and
Mongolian scholars have published
many researches on the Tibetan
language writings and Mongolian
writers and monks.

While we are proud of our
Mongolian scholars, it is our duty
that we should highlight their con-
tributions to Mongolian religion,
culture, and science, translate and
publish their writings into Mongo-
lian, bring them into the circulation
of modern analysis and research,
study their works more closely, and
make them available to the entire
world.

Although few scholars have
translated some of Tibetan written
works into Mongolian, it has not yet
been published in Mongolia.

In the winter of 2017, we or-
ganized the Research Institute for
Buddhism & Culture at the "Zuun
Khuree" Dashichoiling Monastery
in order to spread traditional reli-
gion, culture, Buddhist teachings,
and scientific knowledge to the
masses, to enlighten the people, to
explain the teachings of Buddha,
and to analyze the Buddhist reli-
gion and cultural heritage.

One of the projects implement-
ed by the institute is the complete
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translation of Sumbum, written in
Tibetan by Mongolian monks, into
Mongolian language. As a start-
ing point for this work, the work
of translating the sumbum texts
of the Undurgegen Zanabazar, the
main representative of the spread of
Mongolian Buddhism, into Mongo-
lian language, and laying the foun-
dation for this sumbum, the work
of translating the complete col-
lection of the writings of Mon-
golian monks into Mongolian
language has been started. In
the future, we are planning to
translate other sumbum works
of Mongolian monks written
in Tibetan and publish them as
a series, and we hope that this
work, which we are planning
and implementing, will be useful
for scholars and ordinary read-
ers and devotees.

When we translated and pub-
lished a series of works written by
Mongolians in Tibetan language,
we called it Mangalapitaka. "Man-
gala" means auspicious. The name
of Dashichoiling Monastery means

Bibliography:

“Auspicious Dharma Monastery’, so
it indicates that it is carried out in
Dashichoiling Monastery. "Pitaka"
means the main three collections of
the teachings of Buddha.

We have alreadytranslated and
published the volume of the sum-
bum of UndurgegeenZanabazar,
I, IV, V, VII, VIII Javzandamba
Khutagt, Arya Janlunbandid and
Tsedenlharamba.

The compilation of works of
the Undurgegen Zanabazar called
“sun torvu" consists of about one
hundred and thirty works focus-
ing on worship, prayer, meditation,
recitation, blessing, and methods of
meditation. It includes the prayers
for Taranatha, Panchen Luvsan-
choijijantsan, Undurgegen himself,
long life prayers for Nomun khan
Luvsandanzanjantsan, Zayabandid
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did was published in Beijing in
Tibetan. His writings consist of
meditation on guru, yidam dei-
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sedenlharamba lived in the 18th-
19th centuries. He studied at the
Sera Monastery in Tibet, and re-
ceived the rank of lharamba. Tsed-
en Lharamba wrote a total of seven
books, and most of them are writ-
ten in one volume, but in 2011, the
Tibet Autonomous Region Publish-
ing Committee published his sum-
bum in two volumes in Tibetan.

We are confident that our work
of translating and publishing the
works written by Mongolians will
be expanded, will attract the atten-
tion of the world scholars, and the
analysis and research matter will
expand even more.
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Spread of Buddhism
Among the Mongols

By Lkhagvasuren Dorj (Ph.D),

Gandan Tegchenling Monastery
the Center of Mongolian Buddhists

Buddhism originated in India
2,500 years ago. It spread to ancient
Mongolia around two thousand
years ago and it evolved deeply into
our culture and inherently became
the link to traditional politics and
religion. The history of Mongolian
Buddhism is divided into three pe-
riods: ancient, middle and mod-
ern. We can say that the first intro-
duction of Buddhism was spread
among many ancient tribes living
in the Mongolian lands where they
established their empires. This peri-
od continued until the 10® century.
A special characteristics of spread
during this period is that it did not
come through China or Tibet but it
arrived from the Middle East Asian
people nations such as the Party,
Samarkhand, Tokhar, Kuchi, and
Turkestan along the Silk Road and
was introduced to Central Asia di-
rectly from India. Famous Mongo-
lian Buddhist scholar 3aBa Jampun
mentioned in his Antan paBTIP
that great panditas in Sogd and Ui-
ghur translated Mahayana satra.

At that time, the Sogdian people
of Sogdia, which was an ancient
Iranian civilization in Asia that ex-
isted from the 6th century BC to
the 11" century AD, came from Li
land to the place of the Uighurs,
and became instructors for the Ui-

ghurs and the Mongols and was
taught the Dharma derived from
ancient India. This is a story of how
the holy Dharma was introduced
there. The people not only believed
in the Dharma but they were recit-
ing Taking Refuge verses in An-
cient Indian language using Hindi,
Sogdian, and Uighur languages in
teaching and learning. They had a
tradition of using Sogdian script
for wrote oral traditions. There are
many such examples of Buddhism’s
spread before Cinggis Khan's Great
Empire. Buddhism was formed its
own unique characteristics when
it penetrated into the lifestyle, and
spiritual faith among nomadic em-
pires, especially for the Mongol and
Turkic Empires. Therefore, we can
refer to Mongolian Buddhism be-
cause it was performing a special
role in the life of the people living
in the ‘Northern Land’ or the Mon-
golian steppe.

Considering the Xiongnu Em-
pire (3™ century BC to 1% century
CE), stretched to the west to Kho-
tan in East Turkmenistan. This was
out of the boundaries of the spread-
ing Buddhism in the steppe which
was the main symbol of civiliza-
tion and religion at the time. This
though is uncertain.

After the fall of the Xiongnu

Empire, the Xianbeis (147-234)
built their empire and moved (ap-
parently from the east) into the re-
gion vacated by the Xiongnus. Al-
though there is some evidence that
their political policy was based on
Buddhist myths or tales, Buddhism
was not their main religion, but
Shamanism.

The current tradition of
Mahayana Buddhism found its
form around the time of the empire
of the Nothern Wei (386-534). Af-
ter the Xiongnu Empire, Buddhism
prevailed in the Toba people in the
nomadic tribes and at the base was
a combination of religion and au-
thority system set its first form in
the Northern Wei Empire of Toba
people.

Aristocrats in the Toba Wei Em-
pire also known as Northern Wei,
built historical Buddhist construc-
tion as a symbol of the success of
their empire and state. The influ-
ence of monarchs of Toba Wei per-
formed a significant impression on
the aristocrats of the Juan-juan Em-
pire in the land of the Mongols and
it did notably affect to spread Bud-
dhism there.

The Juan-juan Khaganate among
the ancient nomadic empires glo-
rified Buddhism at national level.
They had direct contact with In-
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dia and actualized Indian Buddhist
culture in the land of the Mongols.
Shamanism was their main religion
at first but they were converted into
Buddhism eventually and it became
the state religion. The monarchs of
the Juan-juan khaganate issued or-
ders to create Buddhist thangkas
and statues by gold and other pre-
cious gems. Around 438-489, they
invited Pandiita Darmapariya, who
understood the meaning of many
sutras, such as the Abhidharma
sitra, Sangha satra, and gained
the special power of mantra. They
enthroned him as the guru of the
nation and they gave him 3000
households as his servicemen. It is
becoming clear in historical materi-
als that Buddhism in Central Asia

'?ihnm

building temples and stapas in
Khar Balgas (Mo. qar-a balyasun,
Khal. xar balgas), Baibalyk city
and translating many Buddhist
stutras for the further development
of Buddhism. Even though this
growth reached its top level from
744-840, after the tantric tradition
for the national religion, Buddhism
started to weaken. They used Sog-
dian script at the beginning. It is
known nowadays as Uighur script.
Some words such as nirwaan (Khal.
gaslangaas noxcson, Skr. nirvana,
Tib. mya ngan las das pa), shash-
in (Skr. $aSana, Mo. $asin), sansar
(Skr. Sansara, Mo. sansar), sudar
(Skr. satra, Mo. sudur), shastir
(Skr. $astara, Mo. Sastar), adis (Skr.
adhishthana, Mo. adis), we still use
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was introduced from the period of
the Turkic Empire (555-745), and
the Toba emperor (573-581) issued
an order to build Buddhist temples
and stapas (Mo. suburyan). After-
wards, Buddhism spread during the
period of Ishpara emperor (581-
587) and Bilge emperor (710-730)
in the central part of Mongolia.
After the Turkic era, Buddhism
continued its development in the
period of the Uighur Empire. Many
activities were completed such as

today derived from Uighur which
they used at that time before the
first wave of Buddhism came from
Tibet. Therefore, contributions of
the Uighurs in religion and culture
of Mongolia are immeasurable.

The Khitan people of the Great
Liao dynasty (907-1125) who spoke
a Mongolian language supported
Buddhism when their empire was
strong and powerful. They were
announced Buddhism for their na-
tional religion and tried to use their

political power. At the beginning
of the 10" century, Buddhism be-
came the main religion for people.
Not only Buddhist ideology was
important for them but also the
philosophy of Konfucius, Taoist
philosophy, and shamanism existed
harmoniously. Even though the
sangha of the Khitans mostly re-
ceived their Buddhist culture from
the Tang dynasty, they did not keep
many new achievements from the
Song dynasty.

The trails that show Buddhism
gained at a high level during the
Khitan Empire are the construction
of Buddhist temples and stipas.
Many Khitan temples and stapas
from the Steppe of Eastern Mongo-
lia through the land of Manchuria,
Inner Mongolia to Shanxi currently
(Shanxi Province in China), and
Beijing are the evidence to show
they were highly skilled builders.
These constructions were mostly
Chinese style. Two of the big-
gest examples of it are the stipa of
Kherlen Bars city near the Kherlen
River in Tsagaan Owoo district in
Dornod Province in Eastern Mon-
golia and Jinchin White stapa in
Western Baarin Province in Inner
Mongolia.

Buddhism gained its success
many times in ancient nations
which rose and fell in the land of
the Mongols. They were receiving
the religious culture of ancient In-
dia through the Middle East and
enriched it with their nomadic
culture. This was the beginning of
Buddhism thriving in the land of
Mongolia.

The 13" century is a special pe-
riod that saw a major revolution for
national consciousness, social eth-
ics, mind, ideology for the Mongols.
Although the nomadic clans had
continuous war with one another,
eventually they built the greatest
empire of all time which conquered
almost half of the world. After the
Mongol Empire was established in
1206, they had active political, eco-
nomic, and cultural relations with
their neighborhood and other na-
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tions of the world. It became the
prosperity of spreading Buddhism
which already had a great religious
tradition in nomadic people and
other religions.

Even though Cinggis Khan
(1162-1227) and his successors re-
spected all the religions, eventually
Buddhism had stronger influence
than others. The Khans of the em-
pires had a special tie with Tibetan
high ranking monks and they had
the policy to support Buddhism.
Thinking that Buddhism came to
Mongolia only from Tibet is incor-
rect. While there is the form of Ti-
betan Buddhism, there were other
forms of Buddhism such as from
the Uighurs, Tanguds (Mo. qasin
irgen, Tib. mi nyag), and Chinese.
It is obvious that the spreading
Buddhism from Uighur was Tata
tonga (Mo. tatatungya), the keeper
of the seal of the Naiman Tayan
Khan, who fell into the hands of
the Mongols, and had strong influ-
ence to Cinggis Khan. Tatatonga
was not Naiman, but an Uighur and
eventually he became an advisor to
Cinggis Khan. The Uighurs used
primarily a script that had been
derived from the Sogdian script
and which is referred to as Uighur
script. The Uighur Tatatonga as-
sumed office with Cinggis Khan
and apparently taught the Uighur
script to the Mongols. This script
began to be used also for represent-
ing the Mongolian language. To the
present day, the Uighur script is
widely used by the Mongols.

After conquering against the
Xixia Empire, the Empire of the
Tanguds. Cinggis Khan had an op-
portunity to make contact directly
with Tibet in 1227, and he was re-
ceived a lot of information from Ti-
betan ranking high monks. At that
time, 7 monks came from Tibet to
teach but they returned not long
after because of the oppositions
from shamans. Mentioned by name
are Tsalwadungarba, a disciple of
Zhang tshal pa brTson ‘grus grags
pa (1123-1193), the founder of the
Tsalwagarjudba (Tib. tshal pa bka

brgyud pa), and Zina Geshe (Tib.
dge bshes), a learned Sakya monk.
Cinggis Khan is reported to have
been so favorably struck by Tsan-
wadungarba that he granted the
Buddhists exemption from taxes.
Also, he was giving an order to re-
construct monasteries in the Tan-
gud area.

In historical material, "When
Cinggis Khan went to Tibet he was
45 years old, in the year of the Fire
Rabbit of the 14th sexagenary cycle
(1206), Desrid Togma and Tsalba
Gungaadorj sent their 300 people
to greet him and organized a special
ceremony. This messenger brought
a message about their surrender
and offering of three provinces of
Ngari(Tib. mnga’ ris skor gsum),
four provinces in U-tsang (Tib.
dbus gtsang) and three places in
Southern Kham (Tib. khams) un-
der his rule as the present of capit-
ulating. This area of Tibet became
under his control. According to an-
other source, he sent his letter and
presents to Gungaanyambo (Tib.
kun dga’ snying po), high ranking
monk of the Sakya stream of Ti-
betan Buddhism out of his respect
to the monk. He said "I have a spe-
cial reason to invite your holiness.
However, it is not the right time
now because of political reasons
but I have an admiration for you.
Therefore, could you include me in
your prayers? Someday, when I fin-
ish the matters, you should come
to visit here with your disciples to
spread Buddhism in the Mongol
lands." Even though he never met
the monk in face to face, because he
had faith in the monk from a dis-
tance and sent his presents to mo-
nastics and the U-tsang precious
three deities, he is a King of Dhar-
ma." Additionally, Cinggis Khan
had contact with Chinese Buddhist
monks.

During the campaign against the
Jin Dynasty (Mo. altan ulus) that
lasted from 1211 to 1216, Cinggis
Khan encountered representatives
of Chinese Buddhism. In 1214, the
thirteen-year old monk Haiyun

(1202-1257) paid his respects to
him. Haiyun belonged to the Chan
or meditation school (Chin. chan-
zong) that had a big influence in
Northern China at the beginning
of the 13th century. It is obvious
that the Great Khan asked many
things about Buddhism and had the
answers from the monk. Cinggis
Khan issued an order to exempt
Chinese Buddhist monks from tax.
His successors followed this order.
The Chan master (Chin. chanshi)
Haiyun also enjoyed the highest
esteem from Cinggis Khan's succes-
sors Ogoddei (r. 1229-1241), Giiyiig
(r. 1242-1246), and Mongke (r.
1251-1259).

Based on the facts mentioned
above, Cinggis Khan was a rules
who helped Buddhist Dharma and
who used the dual system, the com-
bination of religion and political
system. We can say that he gave this
tradition to the next generations.

Ogodei Khan (1186-1241) in-
vited the high ranking monk of
Taglunba monastery (Tib. stag
lung pa) in Tibet to the Mongol
lands and appointed him as guru
of Sorkhagtani, queen of Tului (3-
1252) and his son in Karakorum,
capital of the Mongol Empire. As
mentioned in some books of the
Great Yuan Dynasty, the period
of Ogoddei Khan, Namu, Otochi
monks from Kashmiri or Kachi
of Northern monks came to the
Khan’s palace. Giiyiig Khan (?-
1248), the third khan of the Great
Mongol Empire, declared Namu as
his dharma teacher. Also, Mongke
Khan (1208-1259) proclaimed him
as a national religious leader and
issued him a special seal. Namu
played an important role together
with Phagpa Drogon Chogyal (Tib.
‘phags pa ‘gro mgon chos rgyal,
1235-1280) making Tibetan Bud-
dhism to become the dominant re-
ligion of the Yuan dynasty during
the period on Qubilai Khan (1215-
1295). One evidence of Buddhism
that was important at the beginning
of the Great Mongol Empire is the
inscription on a stone monument
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found near the base of Erdene Zuu
monastery. The meaning of the
script was about Ogodei Khan who
ordered to build a large temple in
1246 and Mongke Khan completed
the construction in 1256. Other
Khans were also paying attention
to the temple and they spent some
wealth for reconstruction in 1311,
1342-1346, thus it became more el-
egant. There were five stores and 90
meters tall tower (ger) on the top of
the temple, 7 jan (Mo. jang) size,
every room at four sides, shrines
with many satras and statues, a
gold-covered stipa, solid castle
around the temple and three 3 dou-
ble-door entrances.

W. B. Rubruck mentioned 12
Buddhist temples in Karakorum.
They were decorated beautifully
around the temple entrances and
had resting or sitting places near
the biggest entrance. There were
very tall trees, taller than anything
in the city, near the big entrance.
This tree was the kind of direction
point to the Buddhist temple. When
I entered the temple, I saw many
monks sitting outside, near the en-
trance. As it was mentioned in Ru-
bruck's book, there were 12 temples
for different nations. In 1227, after
Cinggis Khan passed away, the rela-
tionship between the Great Mongol
Empire and Tibet was not good for
a while. The Mongols’ first intention
was not to conquer Tibet but they
were controlling them through sup-
porting their high ranking monks
and the strongest tradition of Tibet-
an Buddhism at that time. This pol-
icy continued throughout history.

In 1240, Géden son of Ogddei
Khan, was ruling the area around
Kukunor (Mo. koke nayur, Khal.
x0x nuur). In 1240 he sent an army
to Central Tibet. This brought the
whole territory from Kong-po in
the southeast of Tibet to the border
with Nepal under Mongolian rule.
The Mongolian troops were under
the supreme command of general
Doorda (Tib. dor ta/rdo rta).

Sakya Pandita Kunga Gyeltsen
(Tib.sa skya pandi ta kun dga’ rg-

yal mtshan,1182-1251) , was a high
ranking monk of the Sakya stream
of Tibetan Buddhism. His two
nephews, Phagpa Drogon Chogyal
was ten years old at that time, and
his brother was only six years old
when left their palace in 1247 for
the invitation of Goden.After a long
trip, they finally reached the pal-
ace of Goden inLanzhou in the 8th
month of the year of the Fire Horse
(1246). They reached Godens en-
campment in Sira Tala the “Yel-
low Plain’, in the neighbourhood
of Lanzhou, in the central part
of present-day Gansu Province.
He was 65 years old at that time.
Goden was in Mongolia but he
came back to his palace and greeted
them with great respect on the first
day of the Sheep month. Géden
was suffering from leprosy at that
time and Sakya Pandita Kunga Gy-
eltsen cured his pain with special
rituals and herbs. Therefore, the
noyon had a deep faith in the monk
and he became a benefactor of Bud-
dhism. He received many impor-
tant teachings including initiation
of Hevajra (Tib.kye'i rdo rje) for
accumulating merits. This meeting
was important to Tibetans and they
stayed peaceful under his protec-
tion. On the contrary, it was impor-
tant to spread Buddhism amongst
the Mongolian people.

This was the event that Goden
had a dharma connection with
Sakya Pandita Kunga Gyeltsen as
“object of offering (=Lama) and
almsgiver, religious guide and
worldly patron” (Mo. takil-un oron,
oglige-yin ejen, Tib. mchod gnas,
yon bdag). Goden enthroned this
high ranking monk of the Sakya
stream to be the head of Tibetan
Buddhism and became the bene-
factor of Buddhism. Qubilai Khan
invited Phagpa to Shangdu (Mo.
$angdu, Khal. $andu), which was
the capital of the Yuan Empire
(1259-1378) to appoint him as
monk in 1253. He gave a honorary
title "Guru of the Empire" (Chin.
guo shi) to the high ranking monk
of Tibetan Buddhism and en-

throned him to be the head of Bud-
dhism of the entire empire. More-
over, Buddhism was announced
as the main religion and Buddhist
monks, who kept their vows pure-
ly, were exempted from any kinds
of tax. Also, they prohibited their
messengers staying overnight in
temples, using their land, water, and
properties which belong to a tem-
ple. In other words, this was a kind
of protection of Buddhism from
dissolving into many religions espe-
cially the Chinese culture. The dual
system, initiated by Phagpa and
implemented by Qubilai Khan, was
improved more by the next succes-
sors.Qubilai Khan's policy, which
was the combination of the worldly
policy and the teaching of the Bud-
dha, had been preserved until the
beginning of the last century.

The next Khans of the Great
Yuan Empire such as Olziit Khan
(1265-1307), Khaisankhiileg Khan
(1281-1311), Buyant Khan (1285-
1320), Yesontomor Khan (1276-
1328), Zayat Khan (1304-1322),
Rinchenbal Khan (1326-1332), and
Togoontomér Khan (1320-1370)
had their own chosen guru and
they were controlled the empire
with the dual system. Even though
the Nyingma (Tib.rnying ma)
stream and the Sakya stream of Ti-
betan Buddhism were introduced
during the period of the Yuan Em-
pire, it just gained its success among
the royals of the Empire but did not
expand its popularity among the or-
dinary people.

After the fall of the Yuan Em-
pire, Buddhism temporarily lost its
popularity and shamanism found
its success more than ever in the
Mongol land. Many historians con-
sider that as the "Dark Period". It
seems that many people were pre-
ferring shamanism over Buddhism
and they were doing many wrong-
doings. Nevertheless, the influ-
ence of Buddhism was still strong
in the area of Western Mongolia
and the Southern area which had
boundaries with the Ming dynas-
ty(1368-1644). Togoon and Esen
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Khan of Oirat gave a honorary title
" Guru of the State" to high ranking
monks of Tibet and they were try-
ing acceptance by Ming dynasty.
When the Oirats tried to establish a
relationship with the Ming Dynasty,
they sent messengers to high rank-
ing monk from Oirat and Tibet and
demanding them to give honorary
titles and the charity of Buddhist
statues and thangkas.

The third wave of Buddhism
with many failures and success
came to the present from the be-
ginning of 16th century and it still
continues into the 21st century.
Even though the third wave of Bud-
dhism is generally the same as the
previous, its nature differs in some
ways. We could say that this wave
was used in a more political pur-
pose.

After the fall of the Yuan Empire
of the Mongols, they lost their pol-
icy of being unified, and aristocrats
were tried to be independent ev-
erywhere. Having contact with the
high ranking monks of a tradition
in Tibetan Buddhism was a way of
showing power. Mongols wanted
their power and unity back in their
politics throughout a century. This
method started from Qubilai Khan
as a guru-benefactor relationship
gave mutual benefit in both politics
and religion. Therefore, the compe-
tition of making contacts to high
ranking monks of Tibetan Bud-
dhism was the main characteristics
of the aristocrats to the middle of
the 16th to 17th centuries. Gradu-
ally, Buddhism was spreading in all
parts of Mongolia including Tiimed,
the main ethnic group of Inner
Mongolia, Khalkha, subdivided into
fourprovince or Aimag Oirat, and
Inner Mongolia. According to Jo-
han Elverskog "Tibetan Buddhism
and 263 monasteries of its derived
version of Buddhism in a Mongolia
was giving an opportunity to many
groups of Mongols to keep their
separation.....Aristocrats of many
small groups or provinces were un-
derstanding that it is impossible to
keep their independence based on

Dayan Khan’s policy of the nation.
In other words, they were trying to
unite their nation under the influ-
ence of one religion and culture.
From the middle of the 16th-17th
century, Red and Yellow Stream of
Tibetan Buddhism spread in the
Mongol lands. Society was disap-
pointed because of meaningless
competition among the aristocrats
of that time and they thought the
unity under one religion and one
policy as the only solution to over-
come these issues. It was clear that
they saw Buddhism meeting these
requirements when they choose
this religion because of the de-
mands of that time.

It was a political necessity at
that time but it was not pressured
by someone. Most of the influen-
tial royal people of the Mongols
contacted high ranking monks of
the Gelukpa stream (Tib. dge lugs
pa) of Tibetan Buddhism, also
known as Yellow hat stream. It was
the newest and the most power-
ful stream at that time. Instead of
shamanism which was not enough
to the political demands, they were
welcomed this tradition because
it was enriched by the dual system
and they tried to modify it accord-
ing to the culture of the Mongols.
These are the reasons of why this
religion spread in the land of the
Mongols and one of the special fea-
tures of Buddhism in the middle of
16th and early 17th centuries.

In the middle of the 16th cen-
tury, Altan Khan (1502-1582) of
the Timed Mongols lived in the
rich plain situated in the northeast
corner of the loop of the Yellow
River. He had a significant role in
spreading Tibetan Buddhism, es-
pecially the Gelukpa stream in the
Mongol lands from the royals of the
Mongols. Altan Khan and Khutug-
tai Tsetsen (Mo. cecen, Khal. ce-
cen) of Ordos (Mo. ordus) invited
more than 20 monks from Tibet
and some of them travelled through
the land of the Ming dynasty. They
taught the Buddhist doctrine and
tried to educate and enlighten peo-

ple with the Buddhist teachings.
Altan Khan had a very ac-
tive policy of spreading Buddhism
such as inviting S6nam Gyatso
(Tib. bsod nams rgya mtsho, 1543-
1588), high ranking monk of the
Gelukpa stream of Tibetan Bud-
dhism, in Tsawchaal Temple, hav-
ing a personal meeting with the
monk, having faith in the Gelukpa
stream with his followers. He start-
ed spreading Buddhism among the
ordinary people in his area. In the
meeting, he created a rule of the ap-
proval of Buddhism in the Mongol
lands which corresponds to ApBan
OysHT HOMBIH Ijaraad Tyyx [White
History of the Dharma with Ten
Virtues], a rule of Qubilai Khan to
combine the policy of politics and
religion. This legislation was the
first law officially approving and
supporting the spread of Buddhism.
This law prohibited the old tra-
ditions in shamanic rituals such as
killing animals to sacrifice to the
spirit of the shaman, burying peo-
ple and animals with their deceased
ones. Instead, it allowed people to
make offerings such as milk and
butter for such deities as Mahakala
(Tib.nag po chen po). This law
harshly punished Shamanism and
supported widely the Gelukpa
stream of Tibetan Buddhism. Al-
tan Khan gave the honorary title of
Dalai Lama for the first time to S6-
nam Gyatso in a meeting, and per-
mitted him to be such as Phagpa,
the guru of Qubilai Khan. Also, S6-
nam Gyatso, and Maitreya khutug-
tu gave a honorary title "Dharma
Cakravartinking, The Powerful
One" and a silver stamp to Altan
Khan and gave an honorary title
"Arya Tara", an emanation of Tara,
to the queen of Altan Khan. This
Dalai Lama title became official
and later, this title was given to the
Gedun Drub (Tib. dge 'dun grub
pa, 1391-1474), a disciple of Tsong-
khapa (Tib. tsong kha pa, 1357-
1419), as the First Dalai Lama and
his emanation Gedun Gyatso (Tib.
dge 'dun rgya mtsho, 1475-1542) as
the Second Dalai Lama. Altan Khan
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hoped to unify again the Mon-
golian polities in a confederation
based on this universal and orga-
nized religion, which had attracted
the settled Tiimed nobility by its
sophisticated rituals, doctrine, and
literature. For his part, the Dalai
Lama hoped to find in these new
allies’strong military support that
could allow the Gelukpa stream to
consolidate their influence and to
conquer whole Tibet.

By building a good relationship
with the Third Dalai Lama S6nam
Gyatso, Altan Khan, one of the
most influential royals of the Mon-
gols, became the most influential
person spreading Buddhism in the
Mongol lands, specially the Ge-
lukpa stream. Next, Tiimen Zasagt
Khan (1539-1592), Abtai Sain Khan
(1554-1588), Altan Khan Sholoi
(1567-1627) and Oirat Baibagas
had strong faith in Buddhism and
they started to spread Buddhism
in their areas. For instance, Tiimen
Zasagt Khan (1558-1593) tried
to create a political and religious
union with Tibet to restore their
nation’s unity and improve the pow-
er of the nation.

In order to support the ex-
pansion of Buddhism, he passed
"Great Tsaaz” (Mo. cayaja, Khal.
caaj) or “Prohibition Law” in 1576,
and invited Wangchuk Dorje
(Tib. dbang phyug rdo rje, 1556-
1603), the abbot of the Nyingma
stream, well known as sword knit-
ter (Mo. ildiin janggiduyci) of the
Nyingma stream of Tibetan Bud-
dhism, became his disciple, and
actively worked on spreading this
stream among the Tsakhar (Mo.
¢aqar, Khal. caxar), a Mongol eth-
nic group. Also, Tiimen Zasagt
Khan invited the Third Dalai Lama
Sonam Gyatso (1543-1588) from
Kokeqota to Tsakhar and tried to
support the Gelukpa stream. This
was their policy to get support of
the Red and Yellow Streams. The
third Dalai Lama, Sénam Gyatso
passed away on the area of the
Khorchin (Mo.qor¢in, Khal. xor¢in)
Mongols in the southern area of

the Mongols in 1588 while he was
making efforts for spreading Bud-
dhism.

A boy was born in the family of
Sumberu Daichin, the oldest son of
Senge Diiiiren, son of Altan Khan,
and his wife Dare, also known
Baakhanzul in the year of Ox of the
10th sexagenary cycle (1589) and
he was enthroned as the reincarna-
tion of the Third Dalai Lama So-
nam Gyatso. This was an unusual
event in the history of the Mongols
in the 16th century.

Enthroning the Fourth Dalai
Lama Yonten Gyatso (Tib.yon tan
rgya mtsho, 1589-1616) from the
area of the Mongols was important
in the relationship of Tibet and the
Mongol lands to accelerate the ad-
vancement of Buddhism in the area
of the Mongols.

Ligden khutugtu (1598-1634)
descendant of the elder son of
Cinggis Khan, hence the legitimate
emperor of all Mongols, built a cen-
tre for Buddhism in Awga Khar
Mountain by building Tsagaan
Balgas (White City) and Tsagaan
Stipa (Mo. ¢ayan suburyan, Khal.
¢agaan suwarga) and invited Mai-
treya  khutugtu ~ DonkhorYont-
en Gyatso(Tib. stong ’khor yon
tan rgya mtsho, 1557-1587) and
Sharawdanzan khutugtu, who both
were representatives of the Fourth
Dalai Lama, to the centre. He be-
came a disciple to them and re-
ceived many empowerments. He
ordered the translation of the Kan-
jur, total of 108 volumes, from Ti-
betan to the Mongolian Language
to high ranking monk Pandita
Gungaa-Odser (Tib. kun dga’od
zer) and his 33 translators even
though this work was started in the
period of Altan Khan and printed
the collection using gold. Ligden
Khan strictly following the policy
for religion in the Yuan Empire of
Qubilai Khan invited many emi-
nent monks from the Nyingma and
Sakya streams supporting mostly by
the tantric stream of Tibetan Bud-
dhism.

Abtai sain Khan of the Khalkha

(1554-1588) sent his messengers
with their leader Alag Darkhan of
Khernuud tribe to Tiimed to invite
monk Giimen Nanso in 1581 and
monk Samla Nanso in 1583. He re-
ceived Dharma teachings and initi-
ated vows. He became as an exam-
ple of how a good disciple should
be and it was the start of spreading
Buddhism in Khalkha.

Abtai Khan had contacts with
high ranking monks of Tibet who
were residing in Inner Mongolia
at the time. With the help of Al-
tan Khan and Sengediiiiren Khan
(1538-1585), he met the Third Da-
lai Lama Sénam Gyatso in 1585 on
the 15th day or full moon day of
the last month of summer, and gave
him precious gifts such as sable fur,
glittering tent, silver and livestock.
In return, S6nam Gyatso gave him
a non-combustible thangka of Pag-
madupe Vajra King, this time to
him an honorary title "Vajra King",
a stamp with yellow letters and he
gave title because of many Khans
were supporters of the Vajra tradi-
tion.

Abtai Sain Khan chose an old
Vajrapani statue from the many
Buddhist statues. He selected it in-
tentionally because he might have
thought about Cinggis Khan when
he made his decision. There is an
evidence that the red hat stream
was strong at the beginning in
Khalkha. After his return to his
land, Abtai Sain Khan started to
build the Zuu temple, a Zuu or
Sakyamuni Buddha thangka in
enormous size and the translation
of siitras as a symbol of the Triple
Gem. Erdene Zuu Khiid monas-
tery was built from 1585-1587 and
he enthroned Lodoinyanbo sent
from Tibet to the monastery. This
monk officially opened the mon-
astery with special Buddhist ritu-
als and gave its name "Bat Erdene
Zuu". From this moment, Erdene
Zuu monastery became a centre
of politics, religion, culture and
economy and it was thought of as
the sacred land for many devotees
of the Mongol lands. Buddhism

90 Dhammaduta, March 2024



spread at a fast phase until the be-
ginning of the 17th century. Bud-
dhism reached its highest peak of
the extent and its teachings: ritu-
als and organizations were well or-
ganized and penetrated deep into
people's mind. For example, many
monks and khutugtus such as Zaya
Pandita Namkhaijamts (Tib. nam
mkha’i rgya mtsho,1599-1662) in
Oirat, Jidshod khutugtu Agwaan-
danzanperenlei (1627-1672) in
Oirat, the great translator Agwaan-
Looroi, Luwsanpuntsag (Tib. blo
bzang phun tshogs), abbot of Go-
mang Datsan (Tib. sgo mang grwa
tshang) of Drepung Monastery
(Tib. ‘bras spungs dgon pa) in Ti-
bet, Ondor Gegeen Zanabazar
(1635-1723), also known as]ebt-
sundamba (Tib. rje btsun dam pa),
Jalkhanz Khutugtu Lobsang Tenzin
Gyaltsen, Lamiin Gegeen Lobsang
Tenzin Gyaltsen (1639-1703), Zaya
Pandita Lobsang Trinley (1642-
1715), Darba Pandita Sonam Gyat-
so (1637-1702) had important roles
in this development. In Inner Mon-
golian Torguud Neyiji toyin (1557-
1788), Oirat Sumpa Khamba Ish-
baljir (1704-1788), Buryat Damba
Darjaa Zayayev (1711-1776) had
great contributions too. Most of the
high ranking monks and khutugtus
of the Mongol land were sent to Ti-
bet, when they were young to study
Buddhism under the guidance of
the Dalai Lama and the Panchen
Lama. They resided in Lhasa, Gan-
den (Tib. dga’ 1dan rnam par rgyal
bai gling), Sera(Tib. se ra), Dre-
pung, Tashilhunpo (Tib. bkra shis
lhun po) monasteries and after
they studied the biggest five doc-
trines of Buddhist philosophy, they
returned to their homeland to con-
tribute to spreading Buddhism, to
build monastic schools, to teach the
Dharma, and to translate and print
sutras.

Like many other oriental people,
the Mongols entered deeply into the
boundary of Buddhist religion and
culture and Buddhism became the
dominant religion. The number of
highly educated monks increased

and many khutugtus who were ed-
ucated in Mongols and Tibet tire-
lessly performed their religious ac-
tivities. Many royal people became
benefactors, spent their prospeties
on building temples, giving goods
and livestock, finding pupils etc.
Royals welcomed Buddhism and
created the title of Dalai Lama.
When they gave this title to Sonam
Gyatso for the first time, he was the
abbot or abbot of Drepung monas-
tery in Tibet. The next Dalai Lama
reincarnated and enthroned in the
Mongol lands, and the relationship
between the Mongols and Tibet
reached a very high level. This was
an important condition to spread
Buddhism during the Ming Dynas-
ty and Manchu Empire. The contri-
bution of the Mongols to the devel-
opment of Buddhism was immense.

After the Fourth Dalai Lama
Yondonjamts ~ (1589-1617)  was
enthroned from Mongol land,
Zanabazar (1635-1723), a son of
Tiisheet Khan Gombodorj (1594-
1655), direct descendant of Cinggis
Khan, and Khandjamts the wife of
Gombodorj and the daughter of
Dorwod Dalai, who was leader of
the Dorwod, was declared spiritual
leader of the Mongols in the year
of the blue, Wooden Pig year in the
11th sexagenary cycle (1635) and
it was an important event in the
life of khutugtu’s and high ranking
monks. This was an effort to have
one spiritual leader and an attempt
to soften the conflict between the
Khalkhas and the Oirats on the
other hand. Also, it was a great ef-
fort to unite the nation in spiritual
and political ways. Red Hat Donk-
hor Khutugtu ordained a 5-year
old boy, son of Tiisheet Khan Gom-
bodorj and grandson of Abtai Sain
Khan of Khalkha, with rawjung
(Tib. rab ‘byung) vow and gave him
the ordained name "Zanabazar".

A special palace was built at
Shiree Tsagaan Nuur (Mo. sire-
geti cayan nayur, Khal Sireet
cagaan nuur) in the year of the
yellow Rabbit in the 11th sexage-
nary cycle (1639), many people like

khans, royals, monastics, and lay-
men gathered at the place from all
around in Khalkha including the
four Khalkha provinces, and they
enthroned Zanabazar as a spiritual
leader in the Northern Mongolian
land and the protector of sentient
beings. Khans, royals from 7 ban-
ners collected charity to found Ikh
Shaw’ or treasure fund and gave
him service people for his religious
activities. This was the first estab-
lishment of Ikh Khiiree (Mo. yeke
kiiriy-e, Khal. ix xiiree). Zanabazar
established many monasteries and
temples such as Baruun Khiiree
(Western buddhist complex) or Ri-
bogejai Gandanshaddiiwlin (Tib. ri
bo dge rgyas dga’ ldan bshad sgrub
gling) [Monastery with Full Beauty
and Joy in Theory and Practice]
monastery near Erdene Zuu mon-
astery which was built by Abtai
Sain Khan in Karakorum, where
many Great Mongolian khans re-
sided before, in 1654 and Sardagiin
Khiid (Mo. $ardag-un keyid, Khal.
sardagiin xiid) in the south of Khan
Khentii Mountain (Mo. gan ken-
tei ayula, Khal. xan xentii uul) in
1688. After many times of move-
ments, Ikh Khiiree moved to near
Bogd Khan Mountain (Mo. boyda
gan ayula, Khal. bogd xan uul) on
the bank of the Tuul River (Mo.
tuul yool, Khal. tuul gol). This was
the base of today's Ulaanbaatar, the
capital city of Mongolia. In Mongo-
lian history Zanabazar established
a brand-new religious and cultural
school, founded monastic camps,
monasteries and temples, and laid
the basis of the intensive spread-
ing of Buddhism throughout Mon-
golia. He did not aim at adopting
and spreading Tibetan Buddhism
in its original form, but made ef-
forts to innovate it completing with
nomadic lifestyle, nomadic culture
and psychology. He used his own
talents as well as the vocation of his
disciples. As fruits and results, sev-
eral highly educated monks worked
on the spreading of Gelukpa teach-
ings, founded various assemblies,
temples and monasteries which fit
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to the nomadic, moving lifestyle, with the traditional way of life and Jebtsundamba Khutugtus have been
and also introduced monastic regu- mindset of the Mongols. recognized in Mongolia, who se-
lations, ceremonial rules, different Starting from Ondér Gegeen cured and spread Buddhism ever
rites and practices combining them Zanabazar, ten incarnations of the since.
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Wahabodhi Society of Bengal
Buddhist Peace Initiative — A

Contribution to the Sustained
Holistic Development for the

Global South

By Venerable Buddhadatta Thera,

Director, Mahabodhi Research Center,
Maha Bodhi Society, Bengaluru, India.

Namo Buddhaya!

Homage to the Triple Gem Blessed
one perfect one and supremely
Enlightened One!

Most Ven, Gabju D. Choijamts
,President, ABCP,

Ven. Da Lama Byambajav, Secretary
General, ABCP,

Most Ven. Thic Nhat Tu, Vietnam
Most Ven. Sitagu Sayadawji, from
Myanmar,

Mr. Sonam Wongchuk ji, Hon’ble
Deputy Secretary General, ABCP,
Dr. Khy Suvanaratana, State Secre-
tary, Government of Cambodia,
Venerable Members of the
Mahasangha, National heads,
ABCP members,

Estmeed delegates and dignitaries
from different countries,

Ladies and gentlemen.

Dear Friends in the Dhamma,

I bring very warm greetings to
all of you from the Maha Bodhi
Society, Bengaluru in South India.
Maha Bodhi Society Bengaluru was
established in the year 1956 by the

LATAN B DHIST CONFERENCY FOR PEACE,

e

Venerable Buddhadatta Thera, Director, Mahabodhi Research Center,
Maha Bodhi Society, Bengaluru

Most Venerable Acharya Buddhara-
kkhita, a monk of deep commit-
ment and compassion, who worked
tirelessly for 57 years. He was very
close Dharma brother of Most Ven-
erable Kushok Bakula Rinpoche,
one of the founders of the ABCP.

Together they worked hard in their
won areas with the mission of edu-
cating the youths and several Bud-
dhist developmental projects. To-
day many people are beneficiaries
of their selfless services.

It is a great privilege to be
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amongst you all in the ABCP as-
sembly. We all sincerely wish the
Asian Buddhist Conference for
Peace to emerge as Buddhists Voice
of Global South. The founders of
the ABCP had a great vision and
worked hard. It is our bounded
duty to take this forward. Buddha
means peace and peace means Bud-
dha. Nobody contradicts this as-
pect. The only challenge now is to
reach out to more and more people
in a practical way.

Buddha said in Dhammapada

Na hi verenaverani,

sammantidhakudacanam;

Averena ca sammanti,

esadhammosanantano.

Hatred is never appeased by ha-
tred in this world. By non- hatred
alone is hatred appeased. That is
universal love (metta). Victory be-
gets enmity; the defeated dwell in
pain. Happily, the peaceful live, dis-
carding both victory and defeat.

Sisters and brothers, today ev-
ery word of our Supreme Buddha
are becoming more and more rel-
evant. But how to convey this to the
world! All of us here know that the
Buddha’s teachings are pragmatic
and relevant and also we know
that if we adopt even a little bit of
this teaching, our earth will change
drastically. There are so many ef-
forts in different forms. Still, we
need to evolve more methods to
reach out for the good and welfare
of the world. Universal message of
Buddha’s teaching is more relevant
and essential medicine for the ailing
world today than ever.

Peace is an imperative and a
prime need of the hour today in
challenging times and ever diverse
world. Beyond conflict, defeats and
victories each Individuals, Fam-
ily, society and Globe as one family
yearning to live in peace and har-
mony. To achieve this, we need the
noble teaching of Buddha in our
hearts, establish ourselves as peace
ambassadors and share it with the
whole world. By practising, Virues,
meditation, calmness for mental
culture and insight for realising

wisdom. EkayanoMaggo, this is the
only way - Path of noble Eightfold
path, path of sila- samadhi- panya.
Practice of Mindfulness, taught by
the Buddha the more we practise
we awaken to the Buddha nature.
Buddha’s noble truths and noble
paths is the way to purification har-
mony bringing about freedom, ces-
sation of all conflicts and suffering,
be it Individual family societal or
Internationally.

Today, Global South is emerging
in every field. This is also true with
some Buddhist activities thriving in
some places. But it has also brought
certain dangers of distracting peo-

g

v o) ﬁ T
.
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ple from the preference they gave
to Buddhism earlier. There is a
need for harmonizing Buddhist
religion and practices with the
modern change. In the hype of
material changes or enticements
or with modern lifestyle the prac-
tice of religion is slowly taking
sideline. Sometimes it is negli-
gence and sometimes it is time
pressure.

The very notion of ‘develop-
ment’ has to be redefined so that
while material prosperity is gained,
spiritual and cultural wealth are not
lost. There is a big challenge for the
countries in the Global South to go
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Dedicated to peace, meditation, harmony, sustained development, holistic education, health for all, social

equality and freedom

Mahabodhi Monastic Institute (MMI) is an important pioneering venture of MBS and the main focus
has been on training monks. It is one of the main Theravada monastic centers in India, where theory and
practice are equally given emphasis. The MMI was started in the year 2001 by Most Respected BadaBhan-
teji, Venerable Dr. Acharya Buddharakkhita with the aim of providing all holistic facilities for self-realiza-
tion through a monastic living and for reviving the Dhamma in its birth place, India.

Every day puja, meditation and weekly Dhamma talks in English and Kannada language are held regu-
larly. Society serves the sick and poor through three hospitals and medical centers and regular visits and
prayers at various hospitals in Bengaluru.

Mahabodhi Research Centre, (MBRC) a pioneering center for Buddhist studies, was established in the
year 2017 to promote Buddhist courses, from Diploma certificatesto Ph. D and in Buddhist studies in the
field of higher Buddhist studies and research. MBRC is affiliated with the Karnataka Sanskrit University
and JAIN university in Bangalore.

through this phase. We are follow-
ers of the Enlightened One who
have great responsibility to bring
the teachings of the Buddha practi-
cally in the hearts of Buddhists and
also non Buddhists equally. We are
fortunate to have Lord Buddha’s
teachings which are so universal
that anybody can adopt Buddhist
principles fully or partly. This ben-
efit has to be utilized fully.

Maha Bodhi Society, Bengaluru,
being one of the biggest Buddhist
organizations under the vision of
Most Venerable Acharya Buddhara-
kkhitaMahathera, the holistic ap-
proach is adopted to convey the
message of peace. We work mainly
to train young monks from all over
India, who are truth seekers and
peace lovers and want to spread the
same message. Education is another
field which is very essential as the
young minds need to be properly
nourished with positive attitudes of
peace, compassion, wisdom and to-
getherness in the world. Thirdly we
try to serve the sick and the suffer-
ing through medical services. An-
other area of our work is publica-
tion of books and translation of Pali
scriptures. Meditation is another ef-
fective way of conveying the teach-
ings of the Buddha, where every in-
dividual experiences at deeper level
the truths of life and peace of mind.

Serving the sick and the poor thousahd hospitals and medical centers by the Maha
Bodhi Society, Bengaluru

The Global South needs this
kind of work and similar approach-
es we feel. Our mission is to achieve
one family, one earth, one future
through practice and development
of Brahmaviharas — Metta — univer-
sal love, Karuna - compassion, Mu-
dita - altruistic joy and Upekkha -
Equanimity.

Thanks to ABCP for inviting to
this august gathering of the 12th
General Assembly of the ABCP at
New Delhi. We wish a great future
for this movement started by stal-
warts of Buddhism in the last cen-
tury. We are with you in this peace

initiative from Buddhist contribu-
tion. Thank you Mr SonamWang-
chukji, the Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of ABCP.

May all people live in peace!
May all wars end! May all share love
and compassion with each other
Hamonizing both Global south
and north supporting hand in hand
both spiritually and materially.
May the voice of Buddha Dhamma
awaken the humanity.May there be
peace in the world.

May All sentient being be safe well
and happy!
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Recipient of ABCP

"Medal of Honour" Honours
the General Assembly

delegates and qguests

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India, who was awared the "Medal of Hon-
our" of ABCP in recognition of his outstanding contribution to promoting Lord Buddhas's teachings and in real-
izing the goals and objectives of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace, hoted a high-tea for all the delegates,
guests and participants of the 12" General Assembly of ABCP at his residence in New Delhi. Here are some of the
photos captured during the high tea. (The "Dhammaduta” editorial team would like to apologize that all the photos
could not be accomodated in this edition of the magazine. These and all photos related to the General Assembly will

be shared by mai with all the National Centers)

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India, (in the center) flanked on his right by Most
Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President of ABCP and to his left by Mr. Ky Suvanaratna, Dputy Secretary General of
ABCP and other delegates and participants of ABCP 12th General Assembly at his New Delhi residence. All pohotos
by Phuntsog Toldan
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Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President of ABCP arriving at the residenct of Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sci-

ences of the Government of India, (photo top) and being welcomed by the Honble Minister Kiren Rijiju (photo below)

—
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ABCP photo news

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India, (photo top) welcoming the delegates and par-
ticipants of the ABCP GA for high tea at his New Delhi residence (photos top and below)
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Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India, and his spousewith the delegates of the Viet-
nam ABCP National Center (photo top) and with Mr. Shelu Barua, Bangladesh National Center and Mr. Mohit Chau-
han, a famous Indian bollywood singer and Cultural Ambassador of Mongolia , to his left, and Mr. Sonam Wangchuk
Shakspo, Secretay, Indian National Center for ABCP during the high tea (photo below)
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Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India, with Ani Genden Lhamu (on the left in the

top photo) Ven. Khenpo Ugen Namgyel of Bhutan (on the right in photo top) and photo below shows the spouse of Shri
Kiren Rijiju with Ven. Sodnomdorzhiev Dashi-Nima (to her right) and Ven. Andrey Dondukbayev (Tsyren Lama) from
Buryatia, Russia
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Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India, with Most Ven. Dr. Pallekande Rathanasara
Thero, General Secretary, ABCP Sri Lanka National Center (II) - Sumanatissa Chapter (photo top) and with Ven. Lee
Chi Ran, President, ABCP Korean National Center -Taego Order (photo below)

i
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ABCP photo news

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India, with Most Ven. Bhikki Buddhapala, President,
Mula Sangha, and Jogyeo Order, Korea (photo top) and with some of the delegates, including Mr. Abhijit Halder, Direc-
tor General of International Buddhist Confederation, third from left (photo below)
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General view of the high tea hosted by Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India (photo
top) and Shri Kiren Rijiju seeing of the Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President of ABCP after the conclusion of the

high tea (photo below)
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ABCP Regional
Coordination Center

The Mongolian Buddhist temple, the site of the ABCP Regional Coordination Centet, in Bodhgaya, Bihar, India

An ABcp Regional Coordination Center was
opened in Bodhgaya, Bihar, a most important and
scared place for the Buddhists, the site of Buddha's
enlightenment.

The Regional Corodination Center is located at the
Mongolain temple in Bihar.

The goal of the establishment of the Regional Coor-
dination Center in Bodhgaya is to expand the scope of
ABCP's activities through the Coordination Center to
reach the missions and goals of ABCP and to coordi-
nate management relations, and build partnership with
monasteries, temples and dratsang schools of other
countries in Bodhgaya, India. ABCP Headquarters will
provide the Coordination Center with approach, pro-
fessional guidance and methodology. The will have 2

staff - a Director and an assistant and the chief of the
Mongolian Monastery shall act as the Director of the
Regional Coordination Center. It's address is Mongo-
lian Temple, Bodhgaya, Bihar 824231, India.

A special event was organized to inaugurate the Re-
gional Coordination Center, and its Chief Guest was
Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, the Hon'ble Gov-
ernor of Bihar. The occasion was also graced by His
Holiness the 43™ Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra Rinpoche,
who also addressed the gathering (See page 111 for
the speech of HH the 43" Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra
Rinpoche.)

The inauguration of the Regional Corodination
Center was attended also by the Heads of the ABCP
National Center, who took part in the 12" ABCP GA. &
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Speech of the Shri Rajenda Vishwanath Arlker, Hon'ble Governor, Bihar
delivered on 19" January, 2024 at Mongolian Temple, Bodhgaya
on the occasion of inauguration of ABCP Regional Coordination Centre,

It is indeed a moment of joy to be present here at the occasion of
the inauguration of the Regional Coordination Centre of Asian Buddhist
Conference for Peace (ABCP). | congratulate all the Members of the ABCP,
who have come from various countries today, to participate in this General
Conference. | understand that three prominent Buddhist monks namely, Ven.
5. Gombojav, Khambolama of Mongolia, Ven. J. Gomboev, Pandita
Khambolama of USSR (Russia) and Ven. Kushok Bakula Rinpoche from
India were among the pioneers of this movement which began in 1969 in
Mongolia. 1 am told that recognizing the pioneering work of ABCP, the
United Nations granted it a status of an accredited Non- Governmental
Organizations with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), which is
the UN's central platform for reflection, debate and innovative thinking on
sustainable development. Over the years ABCP became a well-known and a
prestigious international Buddhist organisation working for durable peace
and improving the common man's quality of life.

I am confident that such a rare and unique platform involving
Sangha leaders, eminent Buddhist scholars and Dharma practitioners from
all over the world would be able to contribute significantly towards
spreading the Universal message of Lord Buddha in the modern world. The
overwhelming response to this event from Sangha and Buddhist leaders
from across the world indicates the keenness and zeal that persists globally
towards seeking universal wellbeing, peace, harmony and sustainability
through the teachings of the Buddha.

Phone : 0612-2786100-107, Fax : 0612-2786178
e-mail ; governorbihar@nic.in
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The present century is undoubtedly an age of scientific and
technological advancement that has resulted into the so-called material
development and growth. However, this scientific and technological
advancement has failed to alleviate the basic suffering of human-beings, like
poverty, inequality, communalism etc. that very much provides the fertile
ground for the growth of fundamentalism, hatred and violence, greed and
conflict throughout the world. There is no empirical evidence to support the
assumption that social and economic progress based on a materialistic
conception of life can ensure happiness and well-being of humanity.
Moreover, the present crisis of Wars and pandemic has created an
environment of fear and uncertainty of life.

In such a conflicting scenario, to bring peace, happiness and
harmony within us and in the environment around us, attention must shift to
issues that help in making humans humane. It is this that makes the
Teachings of the Buddha and more so the practice of Dharma relevant today,
as it encompasses the philosophy of life completely missing in this post-
modern era of development.

Buddha Dharma in ancient India made significant contributions to
the development of human civilization. Its spread to the world led to a great
churning of knowledge and cultures and flowering of diverse spiritual and
philosophical traditions.

All the religious traditions of the world believe in peace and
harmony and teach principles and human values that can play a pivotal role
in mitigating the suffering of human beings, ironically, many of the current
conflicts around the world are being fought along religious, sectarian, selfish
and ideological divides. The followers of Buddha Dharma must take a
proactive responsibility in contributing to the mitigation of the causes of the
conflict, promoting greater understanding and dialogue and finding solutions

PATNA-R0OD022

Phone : 0612-2786100-107, Fax : 0612-2786178
e-mail ; governorbihar@nic.in
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for a way forward. The need of the hour is to proactively push forward
efforts to promote the valued teachings of the Buddha and highlight the
relevance of the Middle Path of the Buddha that shows we can be better
human beings and contribute to making the world a better place to live in.
I am glad that the participants from ABCP from across the world, while
seeking to find responses to Contemporary Challenges, will deliberate upon
finding ways forward on these matters of global concern during this
Conference and bring out a vigorous program of action for the future.

I am happy to learn that since its very inception in Mongolia,
ABCP has been striving for peace, goodwill and compassion among all
people in accordance with the lofty ideals of Lord Buddha for peace and
harmony. Apart from the General Conferences, Executive Council Sessions,
Leadership Consultative meetings and Secretariat meetings, the ABCP holds
Imternational Forums, Conferences, Seminars, Symposia, Peace marches,
pilgrimages, International Prayers services etc., which is the need of the day.

| feel honored that India, that is Bharat, the Land of origin of
Buddha Dharma, its development and dissemination takes pride that ABCP
with the support of other like-minded organizations world over and the
International Sangha is working for the promotion and practice of the
Universal and Non-sectarian Teachings of the Buddha.

All my good wishes for the success of this Event.

Jai Hind!

Phone : 0612-2786100-107, Fax : 0612-2786178
e-mail : governorbihar@nic.in
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General view of the high tea hosted by Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences of the Government of India (photo
top) and Shri Kiren Rijiju seeing of the Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, President of ABCP after the conclusion of the
high tea (photo below)
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"The Dharma has acted as the sacre
thread, inseparably connecting the
spirits of Tibetans and Mongolians

with India"

The opening of the ABCP Regional Coordination Center was attended by (from left to right), Ven. Das
Lama Kh. Byambajav, Secretary General of ABCB, His Holiness the 20" Kushok Bakula Rinpoche, Most
Ven. Ganbju D. Choijamts, ABCP President, Hon'ble Governor of Bihar Shri Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar and His Holiness the 43" Sakya Trizin Rinpoche . (Photos by Phuntsog Toldan)

Speech of HH the 43 Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra Rinpoche at the opening of the ABCP
regional Coordination Center in Bodhgaya, Bihar, India

Today as we gather here in the holy vicinity of Bod-
hgaya, which holds an unparalleled significance for
Buddhists worldwide as the most blessed ground where
Siddhartha Gautama, attained enlightenment under

the Bodhi Tree more than 2,500 years ago. This sacred
site serves as the spiritual epicenter of Buddhism, em-
bodying the essence of the Buddha's profound teach-
ings. For us Buddhists, Bodhgaya is not just a physi-
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Hon'ble Governor of Bihar Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar opening of the ABCP Regional Coordination Center bu
cutting the ribbon. Standing to his left is the His Holiness the 43" Sakya Trizin Rinpoche and to his right is Most Ven.
Ganbju D. Choijamts, ABCP President (Photo top), and the President of ABCE, Most Ven. Ganbju D. Choijamts sd-

dressing the event marking the inauguration of the ABCP Regional Coordination Center (Photo below)
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Hon'ble Governor of Bihar Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar in a photo-op with the heads of some ABCP National
Centes who attended the opening of the ABCP Regional Coordination Center in Bodhgaya, Bihar, India, including H.H.
the 20" Bakula Rinpoche and H.H. the 43" Sakya Trizin Gyan Vajra Rinpoche on the extreme left in the photo

cal location; it is a pilgrimage to
the very source of our faith, a place
where the air resonates with the
echoes of the Buddha's realizations
and the earth beneath our feet car-
ries the imprints of his enlighten-
ment. Beyond its historical and
religious importance, Bodhgaya
fosters a universal sense of peace,
unity, and understanding, draw-
ing people from all walks of life
in a shared quest for spiritual
awakening and inner tranquil-
ity. It stands as a timeless bea-
con of wisdom, compassion, and
mindfulness, inspiring devotees
worldwide to tread the path of
enlightenment.

Ever since the Buddha set in
motion the first wheel of Dharma,
his profound teachings, encompass-
ing principles such as Maitri, Karu-
na, Ahimsa, Bodhichitta, and Shun-

yata, have traversed vast distances,
leaving an indelible mark across the
globe. Buddhism's inception in
Asian countries from India marked
a profound and transformative
journey, with the teachings resonat-
ing and taking root in diverse cul-
tures and landscapes.

In one of the Buddha’s prophe-
cies, he foretold that "my teachings
would spread from north to north."
This prophecy has been widely in-
terpreted as the journey of Dharma
from India to Tibet and from Tibet
to Mongolia. To this day, Tibetans
and Mongolians hold India in high
esteem, considering it the land of
Arya Bhumi or the land of the ex-
alted beings. The Dharma has acted
as the sacred thread, inseparably
connecting the spirits of Tibetans
and Mongolians with India.

In the 13" century, my ancestors

of the Sakya Khon lineage forged
what modern political historians
term as a "priest-patron relation-
ship” with the Mongol Khans dur-
ing the peak of Mongol hegemony
on the Eurasian continent. Histori-
cal records suggest that the Mongol
Khans were drawn to Buddhism
and the vast knowledge and sci-
ences associated with it. Seeking a
knowledgeable and accomplished
teacher, they dispatched emissar-
ies to Tibet. This led to the almost
forceful escort of Sakya Pandita,
one of Tibet's greatest masters, to
the Mongol court. His nephew,
Chogyal Phagpa, who later became
the Imperial Preceptor during Khu-
bilai Khan’s reign, succeeded him.
This era not only witnessed the im-
portation of Buddhism to the Mon-
gol empire but also the infusion of
diverse aspects of Indo-Tibetan cul-
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Heads of some ABCP National Centes who attended the opening of the ABCP Regional Coordination Center in Bod-
hgaya, Bihar, India. Fourth from left is Ven. Erdenebulgan, the head of the Mongolian Temple in Bodhgaya, who will
concurrently serve as the Director of the ABCP Regional Coordination Center

ture, including philosophy, the po-
litical theories of righteous kingship
(Dharma Raj), the union of religion
and the state, medicine, astrology,
art and architecture, linguistics,
and legal services. Chogyal Phagpa,
for instance, invented the Phagpa
square script based on the Sanskrit
alphabet during this period.
Throughout its history, Bud-
dhism in Mongolia faced numer-
ous challenges. Traditionally, Mon-
golians believe that Buddhism was
introduced three times to the coun-
try: first during the 6th century,
second in the 13th century, and the
third in the 16th century. However,
I posit that there was a fourth rein-
troduction of Buddhism to Mon-
golia in the 20th century, spear-
headed by His Eminence Bakula
Rinpoche. Under the Communist
regime, monks were executed, and

many were coerced into disrobing.
Monasteries, libraries, art reserves,
and other treasures of religious and
cultural significance were ruthless-
ly destroyed. After the overthrow
of communism in 1990, with the
advent of democracy in Mongo-
lia, Bakula Rinpoche played a piv-
otal role in the resurgence of Bud-
dhism in the country. The Asian
Buddhist Conference for Peace
(ABCP) founded in 1970 stands as
another visionary legacy of Bakula
Rinpoche, which evolved into a vol-
untary mass peace movement that
advocates for peace, social and eco-
nomic progress, justice, and human
dignity.

Today, in the context of the con-
temporary world, the role of India
in the promotion and preserva-
tion of Buddhism in Asia cannot
be overstated. As the birthplace of

Buddhism, India holds a unique
and central position in the ongoing
narrative of the Buddhist heritage.
The Indian National Centre-ABCP,
through its tireless efforts and the
grand success of the 12th General
Assembly of ABCP held in New
Delhi, has demonstrated India's
commitment to fostering the teach-
ings of the Buddha in the modern
era. Furthermore, the inaugura-
tion of a Regional Coordinating
Centre in Bodhgaya, at the heart of
the Buddhist Universe, serves as a
testament to India's pivotal role in
the revitalization and sustenance
of Buddhism in the contemporary
world. It is through such initiatives
that India continues to be a beacon
for the global Buddhist commu-
nity, promoting the timeless values
of compassion, wisdom, and peace
across borders and cultures. n
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ASIAN BUDDHISTS CONFERENCE FOR PEACE

12" General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace,
New Delhi, India,
January 17-18, 2024

DELHI DECLARATION

We, Buddhist monks and laymen, representatives of peaceloving Buddhists from Asia, gathered
for the 12" General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace (ABCP), which was
successfully held in New Delhi, the capital of the Republic of India, on January 17-18, 2024. Being
conscious of the pressing issues confronting humanity, such as global peace, security and environment
degradation, generating a sense of hope and understanding for a better way of life that would benefit
global peace, compassion and harmony among nations of the world, reaffirm our commitment to strive
for peace and for preservation of the sacredness of nature.

The happiness of mankind is closely linked with and dependent on healthy and peaceful
environment of our planet. As Buddhists, we feel committed to bring about a qualitative change in the
life of the people through sustained spiritual development and moral values in conformity with the
noble teachings of Lord Buddha who taught us to wipe out hatred, jealousy, violence, cruelty and
revengefulness by building an attitude of unconditional love and unversal brotherhood.

Guided by the noble teachings of Lord Buddha, we Buddhists, members of the Asian Buddhists
Conference for Peace,

1. Believe that world peace is the most valuable asset of the entire humanity, Many valuable
human lives are being lost, and peoples around the world continue to bear the sufferings of
separation and poverty. ABCP demands an immediate end to wars and armed conflicts that
bring along mortal threat, suffering, and destruction.

2. Distrust, suspicion, and antagonism between countries and nations are deepening, and armed
conflicts and race for armaments have increased drastically. And so ABCP urges and calls on all
countries and nations to resolve in a peaceful manner all disputes, leading to controversies, by
means of talks and negotiations, and by promoting mutual understanding,

3. Some countries are whipping up the race and competition for weapons of massdestruction,
including nuclear weapons. There can neither be a winner nor a loser in a nuclear conflagration.
ABCP calls on all peace-loving countries and peoples to draw the attention of the humankind to
puiting an end 1o such kind of crime against humanity, and {o consistently fight for peace.
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Peace,

4. Huge amounts of financial resources are being allocated for military and war purposes, which
otherwise could support the development and progress of countries and nations around the
world, We, Buddhists of Asia, demand the discontinuation of such a sinful act with sinister
consequences, and call on all peaceloving nations around the world to unite for building global
peace, and bringing about peace and tranquility for the entire humanity.

3. Today, technological progress and advances in materialistic life are creating ample positive
opportunites, but on the other hand, such progress is fraught with the danger of nullifying
ethical and spiritual values, and ultimately wndermining and destroving them completely.
Proceeding from this premise, ABCP realizes that we as an organization, representating millions
of Buddhists in Asia, have greater responsibility of protecting ethical and spiritual values, and
our valuable cultural heritages, and therefore, call on all nations around the world 1o ensure that
each and every single individual make effort s0 as to contribute to protecting, preversing and
saving these values.

6. A most pressing challenge, the solution of which cannot be delayed any longer, is the
question of protecting and saving out universe, which is the most important guarantee of the
peacful and sustained life of all living beings. ABCP calls on all nations around the world to
join efforts for the protection of our Earth and work to accomplish tangible results in the
protection of our environment and nature,

7. Global warming, climate change and natural degradation are the consequences of the
worngful acts and deeds of man is a fact acknowledged by everyone, The Asian Buddhisis
Conference for Peace strongly believes that it is extremely important to raise awareness and
build up the knowledge of peoples about the imperative need of reducing greenhouse effects,
developing and introducing nature-friendlyprogressive and technology, and in this respect,
training the psychology and building its resilience to evercoming nature-related challenges.
Therefore, the Asian Buddhsists Conference for Peace strongly calls on nations and countries
around the world to pool their efforts for common cause of preserving our earth and protecting
our nature, and work hard so that our calls do not fall short of implementation.

Adopted by the delegates of the 12 General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for
which was atiended by the 19 member Mational Centers from 14 countries in Asia.

New Delhi,
18 January 2024
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RESOLUTION OF THE ASIAN BUDDHISTS
CONFEREMCE FOR PEACE

Date. January 18, 2024 New Delhi

Resolution GA12/24/02

The 12" General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace, which
was held in New Delhi, India on January 17-18, 2024, considered the requests from the
Cenltral Monastic Body, Kingdom of Bhutan to join the Asian Buddhists Conference for
Peace, and considering the motion of the Executive Council to expand and strengthen
the organization, and having considered the recommendation of the 15% Meeting of the
Executive Council of ABCP regarding new ABCP membership, decided to endorse the
recommendations of the Executive Council and RESOLVES to:

1.

Approve the decision of the General Assembly to accept Central Monastic Body
of the Kingdom of Bhutan as a member of the Asian Buddhists Conference for
Peace;

Instruct the new member to abide by the ABCP Charter, display initiative and
strive to implement the aims and objectives outlined in the Charter;

Welcome Thailand's Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, one of the
early members of the organization, as a full-fledged member of ABCP;

Instruct the ABCP Secretary General (Kh. Byambajav) to make continued and
diligent effort to establish contact with the Jogyeo Order of Buddhists in South
Korea, Buddhists in Myanmar, Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia to re-
establish contact with them for their membership with ABCP,;

Instruct the ABCP Secretary General (Kh. Byambajav) to report to the National
Centers of ABCP on the progress of point 4 in the Resolution GA12/24/02,

ABCP Secretary General W Kh. Byambajav
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# ASIAN BUDDHISTS CONFERENCE FOR PEACE

RESOLUTION OF THE ASIAN BUDDHISTS
CONFERENCE FOR PEACE

Date. January 18, 2024 New Delhi

Resolution GA12/24/01

The 12% General Assembly of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace, which
was held in New Delhi, India on January 17-18, 2024, considered the recommendation
by submitted the 15" Meeting of the Executive Council of ABCP, which discussed the
Revised and Edited version of the Charter of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace.
Delegates to the 12" General Assembly of ABCP having considered the recommendation
of the 15" Meeting of the Executive Council of ABCP decided to endorse the
recommendations of the Executive Council and RESOLVES to:

1. Approve the Revised and Edited version of the Charter of the Asian Buddhists
Conference for Peace;

2. Make null and void the ABCP Charter adopted at the 11" General Assembly of
the Asian Buddhists Conference held in 20189,

3. Instruct the ABCP Secretary General (Most Ven. Da Lama Kh. Byambajav) to
share the newly adopled Revised and Edited Charter of ABCP with all the
ABCP members;

4. Advice the National Centers/Members to abide by the ABCP Charter, display
initiative and sirive to implement the aims and objectives oullined in the
Charter.

ABCP Secretary General m—/ Kh. Byambajav
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ABCP Charter
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ABCP Charter

PREAMBLE

One. The Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace is a voluntary international non-governmental organization
of Buddhists with a common commitment to strengthening universal peace, unity, justice and human dig-
nity, and protecting the environment and nature.

Two. The Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace was first initiated and established by the Initiative Group,
which included

- Most Venerable Samaagiin Gombojav, Khambo Lama of Gandan Tegchenling Monastery, the Center of
Mongolian Buddhists,

- Most Venerable Gunaratana Thero, Representative of Mahabodhi Society of India (representing Most
Ven. Kushok Bakula Rinpoche),

- Prof. S. Dylykov, Representative of the Buddhists of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (present day
Russian Federation and representing Most Ven. Khamba Lama Jambaldorj Gomboev),

- Vice President of the World Fellowship of Buddhists, Most Venerable Sumanatissa Thero, President of Sri
Lanka Buddhist Congress of Ceylon, and,

- Most Venerable Amritananda Thero, President of the Young Buddhist Council of Nepal.

The Initiative Group, with the objective of promoting the cause of peace in Asia, met in Ulaanbaatar, Mongo-
lia on December 5, 1969 and it agreed to call a meeting of Asian Buddhists in Ulaanbaatar and issued a com-
muniqué. In accordance with the communiqué, the Initiative Group met in Ulaanbaatar on June 11-13, 1970
and founded the Asian Buddhists Committee for Promoting Peace.

The 3rd Meeting of the Executive Council of the Asian Buddhists Committee for Promoting Peace, which

was held in Ulaanbaatar on January 16, 1975 renamed the Committee into the Asian Buddhists Conference
for Peace.

Three. The Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace(hereinafter referred to as ABCP) in pursuit of the aims
and objectives spelled out in the Charter, shall be guided by the teachings on kindness, compassion, tran-
quility and harmony of Shakyamuni Buddha, and will carry out activities at the international level following
the principles of openness, equality and independent of politics.

CHAPTERI
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF ABCP

Article 1. Aims and objectives
1.1. ABCP aims to pool the efforts of Buddhists to jointly address the challenges facing the international
community by spreading the teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha on universal compas-sion, protecting in-
ternational peace, unity and harmony, reducing poverty, helping people afflicted by pain and disaster, and
protecting the ever degrading nature and environment owing to climate change, and contribute to universal
happiness, sustainable growth and development.
1.2. ABCP shall strive to accomplish the following objectives:

1.2.1. Protect such human values, such as basic human rights, morality and justice.

1.2.2. Stand steadfastly against all forms of discrimination based on the color of skin, language, religion
and belief, and will fight against all forms and manifestations of violation of human rights and freedom in
the name of religion and shall fight against violence.

1.2.3. It fully supports the policies and objectives of the United Nations and shall collaborate closely with
the UN and its specialized agencies.

1.2.4. It will promote cooperation with other religious and non-religious organiza-tions and movements
pursuing similar aims and objectives.

1.2.5. It will protect both tangible and non-tangible heritage of Buddhist culture, and promote its research
and study.

1.2.6. It will strive to disseminate and realize the teachings and the rich cultural heritage of Shakyamuni
Buddha.

1.2.7. Tt will support efforts for peaceful co-existence of countries of the world without wars and conflicts,
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it will advance disarmament and work towards the prohibition and abolition of nuclear weapons.
1.3. ABCP shall have its own emblem and flag, official letter head and official seal.

CHAPERII
ORGANS OF ABCP
Article 2. Organizational structure

2.1. The organizational structure of ABCP will consist of the General Assembly, National centers, Standing
Commissions and Headquarters (Coordination Center).

Article 3. General Assembly

3.1. The General Assembly shall consist of all members of ABCP, which is the highest management and deci-
sion-making body of the organization.

3.2. General Assembly shall have the following functions and powers:

3.2.1. Approve the long-, medium- and short-term program of actions and guidelines of ABCP;

3.2.2. Elect the President of ABCP;

3.2.3. Appoint the members of the Executive Council and the Secretary General;

3.2.4. Consider and approve request for new membership;

3.2.5. Consider and evaluate the report on the activities of ABCP President, outline future directions, and
if required, discuss the report of the Secretary General’s work and performance;

3.2.6. Consider and approve changes and amendments to the ABCP Charter;

3.2.7. Approve the composition and organizational structure of ABCP;

3.2.8. Confirm and validate the ABCP Patron;

3.2.9. Others.

3.3. The General Assembly shall convene once in three years. If necessary, the President or the Executive
Council can call a special General Assembly.

3.4. The quorum of the General Assembly shall be three fourth of the all delegates attending the ABCP Gen-
eral Assembly.

3.5. The working of the General Assembly shall be independent, open, transparent, free dis-cussion of
issue(s) from many different angles by respecting all opinion and the relevant decision shall be taken by a
majority of votes.

3.6. The decision(s) (resolution, notes, recommendations, appeal, statements) of the General Assembly shall
be deemed valid if it is (they are) approved by a simple majority of votes (50%+1) of the General Assembly
delegates, and on important matters (Election of the President, accepting new members, relieving members,
making changes and amendments to the Charter) by an overwhelming majority of votes(2/3) of the del-
egates to the General Assembly.

3.7. The decision(s) of the General Assembly shall be validated with the signature of the General Assembly
meeting Chairperson and the seal of ABCP.

3.8. In the event if there is an equal number of votes, the final decisive voting right shall be reserved with the
ABCP President.

3.9. The decision(s) of the General Assembly shall be binding on all members of the ABCP.

3.10. The number of official delegates from the National Centers to attend the General Assembly shall be
maximum three (3).

3.11. The General Assembly shall be chaired by the ABCP President, or by a Vice President recommended by
the President.

3.12. Representatives of the United Nations, state and government leaders of a country, non-governmental
and partner organizations can attend the General Assembly at the invitation of ABCP.

Article 4. Executive Council
4.1. The Executive Council shall carry out the functions of the ABCP in between the General Assembly.
4.2. The Executive Council shall have the following rights and power:
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4.2.1. Organize the implementation of the resolution(s) and decision(s) of the General Assembly;

4.2.2. Take decisions and provide guidelines on urgent matters and on issues related to the activities and
functions of the National Centers and Standing Commissions;

4.2.3. Accept, review and discuss the material submitted by the Presidential nominee and submit the relevant
conclusions and recommendations thereof to the General Assembly;

4.2.4. Appoint and relieve the Vice Presidents, and the Deputy Secretary Generals;

4.2.5. Review and discuss the application for ABCP membership, and submit the relevant suggestions and
recommendations for consideration by the General Assembly;

4.2.6. Submit for approval the draft changes and amendments to the ABCP Charter;
4.2.7. Table motion for the calling of a special General Assembly;

4.2.8. Approve the date, agenda and delegates to the General Assembly;

4.2.9. Determine the size of the membership fee;

4.2.10. Others

4.3. Members of the Executive Council shall be appointed by the General Assembly on the principle of “one
representative from each National Center” and the National Centers shall submit in writing to the Secretary
General the name of the candidate being nominated as a member of the Executive Council.

4.4. The regular meeting of the Executive Council shall be held every year. The meeting of the Executive
Council shall be deemed valid with a quorum of three fourths of the Executive Council members attending.
The Executive Council Meeting can be held both in person and on-line.

4.5. The decision(s) (resolution, note, recommendation, appeal, statement of the Executive Council shall be
deemed adopted by a simple majority of votes (50%+1) of the Executive Council members attending the Ex-
ecutive Council Meeting.

4.6.The Executive Council meeting shall be chaired by the President or by a Vice President appointed by the
ABCP President.

4.7. ABCP President, Vice Presidents, Secretary General and Deputy Secretary Generals shall attend the Ex-
ecutive Council meeting with a voting right.

Article 5. National Center (Membership)

5.1.Mongolia, India, Russia, Sri Lanka and Nepal, who attended the Initiative Group meeting held in Ulaan-
baatar on June 11-13, 1970 and established the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace, are the founding
members of ABCP.

5.2. Every member of ABCP shall have its National Center. ABCP’s policy is to have not more than two (2)
National Centers in one member country.

5.3. National Centers shall represent ABCP in their respective countries and communities, and the proce-
dure of operation of the National Centers shall be approved by the General Assembly.

5.4. ABCP Members:

5.4.1. A National Center shall represent a Buddhist organization and Buddhist believers and shall have the
right to vote, and carry out energetic activities;

5.4.2. A Member National Center that has joined the organization as a new member shall represent a Bud-
dhist organization and the believers.

5.5. A Buddhist organization and Buddhists who agree with the aims and objectives, duties and responsibili-
ties of ABCP, can join the organization as its member and can set up a National Center in their respective
countries.

5.6. Rules and procedures for becoming a member of ABCP:
5.6.1. Submit an application to the Secretary General of ABCP;
5.6.2. The Secretary General shall submit the application with a proposal to the Executive council;

5.6.3. The Executive Council shall review the proposal related to the application, and if a consensus is
reached on the application it will be submitted for consideration to the General Assembly, which will take a
decision on membership if two thirds of the General Assembly delegates support the proposal.
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5.7.If an ABCP member wishes to withdraw its membership from the organization, it shall do so by submit-
ting a written application to the Secretary General one month prior to the date of discontinuation of mem-
bership. The Secretary General shall submit the application to the Executive Council for consideration.

5.8. The decision on exclusion from membership or voluntary withdrawal from membership shall be decided
by a majority of votes (two thirds) of the members of the General Assembly.

5.9. ABCP members shall have the following rights:

5.9.1. Take part in all the activities of ABCP within the framework of the organization’s aims and objectives;
5.9.2. Submit proposals and take part in discussion of issue connected with the activities of ABCP;

5.9.3. Send representative delegate to the General Assembly and table motion regarding the General Assem-
bly decision(s);

5.9.4. Submit proposals and suggestion regarding the action plan of ABCP;

5.9.5. Nominate candidates to the managerial and executive posts of ABCP, and elect and be elected;

5.10. ABCP members shall have the following responsibilities:

5.10.1. Shall strictly abide by the Charter of ABCP, make active efforts for the realization of the aims and
objectives of ABCP, and implement the decision(s) passed by the General Assembly, the Executive Coun
cil and the ABCP Headquarters;

5.10.2. Shall expand the ranks of the organization with Buddhists, and make efforts for broadening the
reach of activities of ABCP and strengthen its unity;

5.10.3. Shall promote the aims, objectives and activities of ABCP, propagate the teachings, heritage and
culture of Shakyamuni Buddha, and promote the importance of the ideas of inter-country relations and
cooperation;

5.10.4. Shall render financial and other support to ABCP, pay membership fees regularly;

5.10.5. Through the ABCP Headquarters, members shall submit to the Executive Council the annual
performance report and new year’s action plan of the National Council Center and the respective Stand
ing Commission before every December 15;

5.10.6. Others

5.11. National Centers shall conduct their business and activities within the framework of the laws and legis-
lation of their respective countries;

5.12. National Centers shall themselves elect their office bearers and inform the ABCP Headquarters of the
same;

5.13. National Centers may, on its own, or in collaboration with other national centers hold peace marches,
conduct workshops, meetings and conferences.

5.14. National Centers shall finance their activities and operational spending with donations and contribu-
tions from temples, monasteries and other organizations.

Article 6. Standing Commission

6.1. The Standing Commission within the framework of the respective mandate responsible for the Stand-
ing Commission, shall conduct research and analysis, and shall have the responsibility of submitting to the
ABCP Headquarters in the form of recommendation the result of their work for reflection in the policy and
actions of ABCP.

6.2. ABCP shall have the following Standing Commissions:
6.2.1. Standing Commission on Buddhist Traditions, Culture and Heritage;
6.2.2. Standing Commission on Promotion of Buddhist Ethics and Unity;
6.2.3. Standing Commission on Human Rights;
6.2.4. Standing Commission on Sustainable Development Goals;
6.2.5. Standing Commission on Peace, Disarmament and Conflict Avoidance;
6.2.6. Standing Commission on Inter-Faith Harmony;
6.2.7. Standing Commission on Women and Gender Equality;
6.2.8. Standing Commission on Children and Youth;
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6.2.9. Standing Commission on Environment, Climate Change and Nature Conservation.

6.3. The Executive Council shall decide which National Center shall be responsible for one of the nine Stand-
ing Commission.

6.4. The National Center shall be responsible for the office bearers of their respective Standing Commission
and this shall be informed to the ABCP Headquarters.

6.5. The Standing Commission shall, every year by December 15,submit to the ABCP Headquarters through
their National Center the performance report for the given year and action plan for the next year.

6.6. A Standing Commission, on its own or in collaboration with the ABCP Headquarters, other National
Centers and Standing Commissions, may organize activities at the national, regional and international levels.

6.7. Operational expenditures of the Standing Commissions shall be financed by the concerned National
Center.

Article 7. ABCP Headquarters

7.1. The Headquarters of ABCP shall be seated at Gandan Tegchenling Monastery, the center of Mongolian
Buddhists, in Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia.

7.2. The Headquarters shall have the responsibility of coordinating the activities of the ABCP system bodies,
providing professional and methodological guidance, and providing support and assistance to the President
in carrying out his/her duties and functions.

7.3. The ABCP Headquarters shall be managed by the ABCP Secretary General.

7.4. ABCP Headquarters, with the objective of promoting the activities of the organization and promoting
closer working relationship with the members, shall have a Regional Coordinating Center at the most sacred
site of the Buddhists — Bodhgaya in Bihar, India.

7.5. The rules of procedures of the ABCP Headquarters, and rules of procedure of the Regional Coordination
Center shall be approved by the Executive Council.

Article 8. ABCP Partnership

8.1. ABCP shall strive to develop Partnership with an individual, association, union, national and interna-
tional organizations and the private sector that wish to work with the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
in a sense of collaboration and cooperation in promoting, preserving, protecting and disseminating Lord
Buddha’s teachings on peace, unity, harmony and compassion.

8.2. ABCP shall jointly carry out projects and programs with partner organizations and individuals in order
to address such issues as limited resources — whether financial, technological and human, engage in humani-
tarian assistance, jointly conduct research in a business-like and result-oriented spirit for the common ben-
efit.

8.3. ABCP shall collaborate with partner organizations and individuals by way of defining mutual responsi-
bilities and action guidelines through the signing of memorandum of understanding and agreement.

CHAPTER III
OFFICE BEARERS OF ABCP
Article 9. President
9.1. The President is the senior-most post of ABCP.
9.2. The President shall have the following prerogative rights and duties:
9.2.1. Represent ABCP internationally;
9.2.2. Issue statements and appeals on pressing global issues and that of the organization;

9.2.3. Shall be active and display initiative in ensuring the continued realization of ABCP’s aims and objec-
tives, expanding the scale of activities and ranks of membership of the organization, and strengthening the
international prestige and influence of ABCP;

9.2.4. Shall chair the General Assembly and the meetings of the Executive Council;
9.2.5. Call a special session of the General Assembly and a special meeting of the Executive Council;
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9.2.6. May summon a meeting of ABCP Executive Council, Vice Presidents and other office bearers and ex-
perts to exchange information and deliberate upon pressing concerns before the organization;

9.3. ABCP President shall be a senior monk/nun of high order with international prestige, with high leader-
ship qualities, with certain experience in diplomacy and international relations.

9.4. ABCP President shall be nominated from the Center of Mongolian Buddhists - Gandan Tegchenling
Monastery, headquartered in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, and the nominee shall be approved at the General As-
sembly of ABCP.

9.4. There is no age limit to the post of ABCP President.

9.5. In the event the President is unable to carry out his/her duties, one of the Vice Presidents of ABCP shall
be appointed as Acting President by a decision of the Executive Council.

Article 10. Vice Presidents

10.1. ABCP shall have three Vice Presidents representing the three regions of South Asia, South East Asia
and North Asia and the Pacific.

10.2. The Vice President shall assist the President in the discharge his/her duties and also support and assist
the Executive Council in carrying out its functions.

10.3. The term of office of the Vice Presidents shall be three (3) years, and the three ABCP regions shall nom-
inate one Vice President each from their respective regions and submit the candidature for consideration
and approval by the Executive Council.

10.4. On the advice of the President, the Vice Presidents may represent ABCP at international events, and
together with the National Centers in their respective regions, show initiative in realizing the aims, objectives
and decisions of ABCP.

Article 11. Secretary General

11.1. The Secretary General shall lead and manage the day-to-day work of the ABCP Head-quarters, regulate
and coordinate the activities of the different organizations of ABCP, and oversee the implementation of the
ABCP decisions and recommendations.

11.2. A person with administrative and management experience nominated by Gandan Teg-chenling Mon-
astery, the Center of Mongolian Buddhists to the post of Secretary General of ABCP, and having reached a
consensus with the ABCP President, shall be appointed for a term of 4 (four) years by the Executive Council
of ABCP at its meeting.

11.3. The Secretary General shall have the following prerogative rights:

11.3.1. Shall draft the Development and Action Programs of ABCP (Short- and long-term), draft budget
and finances, and submit the relevant proposals to the ABCP President and the Executive Council for
submission for consideration and approval by the General Assembly of ABCP;

11.3.2. Plan and organize the realization of ABCP decisions and recommendations, and monitor their
implementation;

11.3.3. Appoint and relieve the staff of the ABCP Headquarters and the Regional Coordination Center in
India;

11.3.4. Maintain close working relationship with the Executive Council, National Centers, Standing Com
missions and other organizations and movements;

11.3.5. As approved by the ABCP President represent the organization and take part in international
events;

11.3.6. Manage the budget and finance in accordance with the relevant rules and procedures;

11.3.7. Publicize the activities of the organization, and develop cooperative partner-ship with governmen
tal and non-governmental organizations, business entities and the media within the framework of the ob
jectives outlined in this Charter;

11.3.8. Submit motion on calling into session special meeting of the Executive Council;
11.3.9. Manage and oversee fund-raising activities of the organizations;
11.3.10. Appoint and relieve chief editor of the “Dhammaduta” magazine;
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11.4. The Secretary General shall present performance report to the Executive Council every year and to the
General Assembly once in three years.

Article 12. Deputy Secretary General
12.1. ABCP shall have three Deputy Secretary Generals, one eachfrom the three ABCP regions;

12.2. The Deputy Secretary Generals shall report to the Secretary General and shall be duty-bound to sup-
port the daily activities of the ABCP Headquarters;

12.3. The Deputy Secretary General shall temporarily perform the duties of the Secretary General in the ab-
sence of the latter.

Article 13. ABCP Patrons

13.1. ABCP shall have patrons from among supreme and well-known Buddhist monks/nuns to draw on their
spiritual support, advice and guidance in the realization of the ABCP policy and activities.

13.2. The Patrons shall represent different traditions (Mahayana, Nalanda, Theravada) of Buddhism and dif-
ferent ABCP regions (South Asia, South East Asia, North East Asia and the Pacific).

13.3. The Patrons can take part in the ABCP General Assembly but without any voting rights.

CHAPTER IV
FINANCING AND BUDGETING OF THEABCP
Article 14. Budget and Finance
14.1 Funding for the ABCP is derived from the following sources:
14.1.1. Membership fees and donations from the National Centers of ABCP;
14.1.2. Donations and support from individuals and organizations;

14.1.3. Funds provided by enterprises, governmental, non-governmental, interna-tional and partner orga
nizations for project implementation;

14.1.4. Other sources not prohibited by law.
14.2. The budget of ABCP shall be used only to realize the goals and objectives specified in this Charter.

14.3. The Secretary General shall have the authority to be the primary signatory of ABCP financial docu-
ments, and the financial officer of the organization shall have the right to secondary signature and the finan-
cial document shall be deemed valid after it is duly stamped.

14.4. The financial year begins on Ist of January and ends on the 31st of December of each calendar year.
14.5. The budget and financing of the ABCP shall be transparent, free of corruption and bribery.

14.6. The membership fee payable to the ABCP shall be determined by the Executive Council. The size of
the membership fee can be changed to adjust according to the size and scale of operation and international
financial situation.

14.7. Membership fee serves as a crucial leverage to ensure ABCP’s normal operation, and ABCP members
are obligated to pay their annual membership dues.

Article 15. Financial Officer

15.1. The Headquarters of the ABCP shall select and appoint an individual with financial and accounting
background, known for honesty and high moral standards, as the Financial Officer of ABCP.

15.2. The Financial Officer shall report to the Secretary General and shall carry out accounting activities in
conformity with accounting laws and standards.

CHAPTER V
OTHERS
Article 16. Emblem and Flag of ABCP
16.1. The Emblem of the ABCP features a symbol of Vajra with a dove at its center. (see Appendix 1)

16.2. ABCP shall have a six-colored flag, with a ratio of 1:2 in breadth and length, con-sisting of a vertical
yellow stripe, one fifth of the length of the flag, symbolizing the teachings of Lord Buddha, and five horizon-
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tal stripes of blue, yellow, red, white, and orange, symbolizing the five wisdoms, reflecting the transcendence
of attachment, aversion, ignorance, pride, and jealousy. (see Appendix 1)

16.3. The emblem of ABCP is positioned at the top of the flag's vertical stripe.

16.4. The emblem and flag of the ABCP shall be used during the General Assembly, Execu-tive Council
meeting, and events officially organized by ABCP. National Centers and Standing Commissions may use the
emblem and flag of ABCP when organizing events to promote the goals and objectives of this Charter, sub-
ject to approval from the Headquarters.

Article 17. Official Language
17.1. The official language of ABCP shall be English.
17.2. All official documents shall be done in English.

17.3. National Centers are responsible for translating from the official language to their na-tional language
and vice versa. Only the English version is accepted for official use.

Article 18. ABCP Award

18.1. The highest award of ABCP is the "Medal of Honour." The "Medal of Honour" shall be awarded to an
individual who has played a distinctive role in fortifying global peace, fostering interfaith harmony, enlight-
ening communities, championing human rights and freedom, and disseminating the teachings of Lord Bud-
dha Shakyamuni.

18.2. The "Medal of Honour” of ABCP shall be granted to individuals who have made sub-stantial contribu-
tion to implementing the goals and objectives of ABCP.

18.3. The General Secretary shall identify and nominate eligible individuals for the award based on the afore-
mentioned criteria and present the recommendations to the President.

18.4. National Centers reserve the right to nominate individuals for the reward, who have met the stipula-
tions outlined in this Charter.

18.5. The presentation of the award shall be conducted during a ceremony held in the pres-ence of the mem-
bers at the General Assembly.

Article 19. Media and Public Relations

19.1. The ABCP shall have an English-language magazine called "Dhammaduta” and main-tain an English
language website accessible at www.abcp.mn, and a Facebook account Face-book.com/Asian Buddhist Con-
ference for Peace - ABCP” designed at internationally promoting its goals and objectives. National Centers
shall be responsible for timely submission of news and information to the Headquarters for inclusion in the
"Dhammaduta” magazine, website and Facebook account.

19.2. The media arm of the ABCP serves the following functions:

19.2.1. Promoting and publicizing the goals and activities of ABCP and National Centers to the general
public.

19.2.2. Disseminating Buddha's teachings on peace, tolerance, and compassion to the wider public.
19.2.3. Publishing primary documents and resolutions of the ABCP for public awareness.
19.2.4. Conveying the stance of ABCP concerning Asia, and global peace and security.

19.2.5. Reporting on the collaborative efforts of religious and non-religious organizations working to-
wards peace.

19.3. National Centers may have their own media outlets to publicize the activities and goals of ABCP.
Article 20. Responsibilities of Members
20.1. It is incumbent on the ABCP members to abide by and realize this Charter.

20.2. Should a National Center/Member fail to report its activities or fulfill its financial obli-gations for two
consecutive years, it will forfeit its voting rights at the General Assembly.

20.3. In the event that a member engages in activities contrary to the goals and objectives set forth in the
ABCP Charter or persistently violates its provisions, the Executive Council will bring the matter of member-
ship removal to the attention of the General Assembly.

Article 21. Miscellaneous
21.1. This Charter shall take come into force from the date of its adoption by the General Assembly.
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21.2. Members are required to submit proposed amendments to this Charter to the Headquarters. The Ex-
ecutive Council shall deliberate on the proposals during its meetings and present its recommendations and
findings to the General Assembly for final decision.

THE CHARTER OF THE ASIAN BUSSHISTS CONFERENCE FOR PEACE ADOPTED on this day the
18th of January 2024, by the delegates of the 12th ABCP General Assembly, which was held in New Delhi on
17-18 January 2024.

First adopted by the 6th General Conference
of the ABCP, Ulaanbaatar, August 16, 1982.

Word changes were made at the 8th General Conference on the ABCP
Ulaanbaatar, 23 September 1990.

The revised amended version of the ABCP Charter was
discussed and adopted by the 11th General Assembly of ABCP
held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on 21-23 June 2019.

The Revised and Edited version of the ABCP Charter was

discussed and adopted by the 12th General Assembly of ABCP
held in New Delhi, India on 17-18 January 2024.

APPENDIX OF THE CHARTER OF ABCP

Appendix 1

EMBLEM AND FLAG OF ABCP

Appendix 2
MEMBERS OF ABCP

Bangladesh National Center 1 (Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha)

Bangladesh National Center2 (Bangladesh ABCP National Center)

ABCP Bhutan National Center — Central Monastic Body of Bhutan (2024)

Cambodia ABCP National Center

Department of Religion and Culture, Central Tibetan Administration, Dharamsala, India

A
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6. Indian ABCP National Center

7. ABCP Japan National Center - Japan Religious Persons Council for Peace

8. ABCP Korean National Center - DPRK

9. ABCP Korean National Center — Taego Order, Republic of Korea

10. Buddhist fellowship Organization of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
11. ABCP National Center Gandan Tegchenling Monastery, Mongolia

12. ABCP National Center Dashichoiling Monastery, Mongolia

13. Nepal ABCP National Center Anandkuti Vihar

14. Buddhist Traditional Sangha of Russia, Ivolginsky Datsan Ulan Ude, Republic of Buryatia, Russian
Federation

15. Aginsky Datsan ABCP National Center, Russian Federation

16. ABCP Sri Lanka National Center (Ven. Dr. Sumatissa Chapter)

17. ABCP Sri Lanka National Center(Ven. Dr. Wipulasara Chapter)

18. ABCP Thai National Center - Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

19. ABCP Vietnam National Center 1 - Vietnam Buddhist University (Chairman Most. Ven. Prof.
Thich Nhat Tu)

20. ABCP Vietnam National Center 2 — Vietnam Buddhist Research Institute (Chairman Prof. Le
Manh That)

Appendix 3
ABCP STANDING COMMISSIONS

ABCP shall have the following 9 (nine) Standing Commissions
1. Standing Commission on “Buddhist Traditions, Culture and Heritage,” with its center in Mongolia.

2. Standing Commission on “Promotion of Buddhist Ethics and Unity,” with its center in Dharamsala,
India.

3. Standing Commission on “Human Rights,” based in Bangladesh. (National Center 2, Bangladesh)
Standing Commission on “Sustainable Development Goals,” with its Center in India.

Standing Commission on “Peace, Disarmament and Conflict Avoidance,” with its center in Japan.
Standing Commission on “Inter-Faith Harmony” with its center in Russia.

Standing Commission on “Women and Gender Equality” with its center in Sri Lanka.

Standing Commission on “Children and Youth” with its center in Sri Lanka and Vietnam.

. Standing Commission on “Environment, Climate Change and Nature Conservation” with its center
in Vietnam.

© © N U

Appendix 4
ABCP OFFICE BEARERS

PRESIDENT:
His Eminence Gabju Demberel Choijamts (Mongolia)

VICE PRESIDENTS:
1. Ven. Konchok Wangdu (India, 2024)
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2. Ven. Dr. Thich Duc Thien (Vietnam)

3. Ven. Damba Ayusheev (Buryatia, Russia)
ABCP SECRETARY GENERAL:

Ven. Da Lama Khunkhur Byambajav (Mongolia)

ABCP DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL:
1. Mr. Sonam Wangchuk (India)
2. Ven. Khy Suvanaratana (Cambodia)

Appendix 5
ABCP PATRONS:
1. His Holiness The Dalai Lama (CTA, Dharamsala, India)
2. His Holiness Samdech Tep Vong (Cambodia - 26 February 2024)
3. His Holiness Suddhananda Mahathero (Bangladesh)
4. His Eminence Thich Thien Nhon (Vietnam)
5. Ven. Prof. Mahinda Sangharakhita Mahathero (Sri Lanka)
6. Most Ven. Pyun Baegun (Republic of Korea)

Delegates of and participants in the 12" General Assembly of ABCP after the adoption of the ABCP Charter and conclusion of
the General Assembly on 18 January 2024 in New Delhi, India. (Photos by Phuntsog Toldan)
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Summary of comments, observations and recommendations from
the National Centers regarding the Charter of ABCP

Indian National Center for ABCP, 31 December 2023

« 3.5 replace “the opinion of the minority” with “all opinion”

+ 5.3 National Centers shall represent ABCP in their respective countries/communities (had been added)and the pro-
cedure of operation of the National Centers shall be approved by the General Assembly.

« 5.5 A Buddhist organization and Buddhists who agree with the aims and objectives, duties and responsibilities of
ABCP, can join the organization as its member and can set up a National Center in their respective countries / regions.
(National centers are not regional based, but country-wise and so this suggestion may not be applicable)

« 5.9.6. While there may be two National centers in one country, there shall be only one vote for one country.((This is a
new clause suggested, but how can two national centers in one country agree to vote. So not applicable). At the Execu-
tive Council meeting in New Delhi on 17 January 2024, Executive Council members discussed and agreed that each
national center shall have the right to one vote.)

o 5.10.5. Through the ABCP Headquarters, members shall submit to the Executive Council the annual performance
report and new year’s action plan of the National CentersCouncil and the respective Standing Commission before every
December 15. (accept the suggestion MEMBERS, and replace the word “council” with centers, which was an error from
the HQ).

o 7.4. ABCP Headquarters, with the objective of promoting the activities of the organization and promoting closer
working relationship with the members, shall have a Regional Coordinating Center at the most sacred site of the Bud-
dhists - Bodhgaya Bodh Gaya, Bihar, India.(Accept the inclusion of word “working” but the name of the town of Bodh
Gaya is written in the same manner and not as one word).

» 9.2.5. To call a special session of thespecial General Assembly and meeting of the Executive Council;(Agree, not to
call a special session of but a special General Assembly).

+ 18.1. Change the "Order of Honour"with the "Medal Order of Honour."

Ven. Li Chen Ran, Korean ABCP National Center, South Korea, 2, 3 January 2024

» Ihave carefully read the charter amendment you sent. I think the charter amendment itself is very good. I think the
problem depends on how well we practice it. However, I think it would be good if each center clearly decided how much
the annual membership fee would be

+ Tagree with you

Nepal National Center of ABCP, 5 January 2024

» Revised edited versions are accepted.

 Suggestion: We kindly request you to revise the ' Annual Fee of ABCP' suggesting it to be lower.

o Progress Reports and Plan has already been submitted that will be presented by secretary, Naresh Prasad Manandhar.
o The name of the speaker and topic of the paper for at New Delhi General Assembly, is as follows,

* Name of the speaker: Mr. MukundaBista, Executive Member

* Topic of his paper: " Swoyambhu, the epitomic Buddhist Heritage of Nepal - an appraisal to the Stupa, the axis mundi
of Kathmandu Valley "

Dashichoiling Monastery National Center of ABCP, Mongolia, 8 January 2024
o We don't have any comments on the Revised edited version of ABCP Charter and appreciate ABCP Headquarters for
diligently working on the ABCP Charter.

Japan National Center, 8 January 2024

o Reasons for proposals are required for each item.

o Based on this, we think that thorough consideration is necessary at each National Center.

+ Inthe 12th General Assembly, only the original proposal expressing the reasons for each item should be presented
and we should continue the discussion in the subsequent Meeting of the Executive Council of ABCP.

o Therefore, amendments to the Charter should be discussed and resolved at the next 13th General Assembly.

»  We will be sending the most important part of our suggestions at the next email.

o Source Revised Charter this time;

o 1.2.7. It will support efforts for peaceful co-existence of countries of the world without wars and conflicts.

+ Source Original Charter at Ulaanbaatar, in 2019;

o 1.2.8 ABCP shall strive for complete disarmament and elimination of nuclear weapons.

o Asyou can see above, we regret the removal of the phrase "prohibition of nuclear weapons" from the original text.
Therefore, we propose making the following revision to the wording:

o 1.2.7. To achieve a world without war or conflict, we will advance disarmament and work towards the prohibition
and abolition of nuclear weapons.

 The prohibition of nuclear weapons, marked by the enactment of Nuclear Weapons ban Treaty at the United Nations,
and appreciatively, your country, Mongolia, has also signed, is a global trend that cannot be ignored.

o And this is an additional suggestion, but regarding the history of ABCP mentioned in the Preamble the Second, we
request that it be moved to the appendix rather than being included in the main text.
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Justification for revising and
amending the Charter?

The Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace (Here-
inafter referred to as ABCP) was first conceptualized
by a so-called “Initiative Group”, which was formed
by Buddhists from Mongolia, India, the Soviet Union
(now Russia), Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and Nepal with
an objective to promote and strengthen peace in Asia,
when they met in Ulaanbaatar, the capital of the Mongo-
lian People’s Republic on 5 December 1969 where they
agreed to call a meeting of Asian Buddhists in Ulaan-
baatar, Mongolia on 11-13 June 1970to promote peace-
ful activities in Asia. A Preparatory Committee to orga-
nize the above-mentioned meeting was formed under
the chairmanship of the Most Ven. Gabju Samaagiin
Gombojav, the Khambo Lama of the Gandan Tegchen-
ling Monastery in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia with the rep-
resentatives of Mongolia, India, Sri Lanka ,Nepal, Japan,
Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam and Russia and a meeting
of the “Initiative Group” was held in Ulaanbaatar on 11-
13 June 1970 where the Asian Buddhists Conference for
Peace, an international voluntary organization of Asian
Buddhists was established.

The 3 Meeting of the Executive Council of the
Asian Buddhist Committee for Promoting Peace, which
was held in Ulaanbaatar on 16 January 1975, renamed
the Committee into the Asian Buddhist Conference for
Peace.

At that time when the Asian continent was faced
with such challenges as Cold War, armed conflicts, hun-
ger and poverty, all fall-out of the Second World War,
the Asian Buddhists rallied and united in this manner,
and have been since working together, united under the
mission of ABCP, to promote peace, freedom, indepen-
dence and the welfare of all sentient beings.

Owing to the global democratic changes and trans-

Photo: ABCP Charter discussion
at the Executive Council meeting

formations that occurred in the early 1990s, ABCP’s ac-
tivities slowed down slightly, but in 2018 at the initiative
and active involvement of its members, the ABCP once
again, slowly but gradually, began to revive. Two Execu-
tive Council meetings were held, first on 22 May 2017
in New Delhi, India and the second one on 2 May 2018
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, where decisions were taken to
revive and rejuvenate the organization and on this basis,
ABCP held is 11th General Assembly in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia on 21-23 June 2019.

The first Constitution (hereinafter referred to as the
“Charter”) was called the “Concise Rules of the Com-
mittee of the Asian Buddhists to Promote the Struggle
for Peace,” which was drafted on 15 December 1970, was
agreed upon at the 3rd Meeting of the ABCP Executive
Council, which was held in Ulaanbaatar on 10 March
1974. The 6th General Conference of ABCP, which was
held in Ulaanbaatar in 1982, discussed and adopted a
new revised Constitution of ABCP with a Preamble
and 10 Articles, and the 11th ABCP General Assembly,
which was held in 2019 to revive and rejuvenate the or-
ganization, adopted the new amended Charter of ABCP.

Today, member National Centers representing Bud-
dhists in 13 Asian countries are actively carrying out ac-
tivities to promote ABCP’s aims and objectives. ABCP is
committed to uniting the voice and efforts to overcome
the challenges posed to universal peace and unity by the
global changes and addressing the environmental deg-
radation caused by climate change, and thus contribute
its share to the common good cause, and in this respect,
it is incumbent on ABCP to expand the scale and scope
of its activities and expand its ranks of membership.

Having assessed and evaluated the work done in the
past four years, since the last 11th General Assembly,
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and with consideration of the scale and scope of the
future activities, the revised ABCP Charter, which was
adopted in 2019, is being proposed to be changed and
amended as follows in compliance with common inter-
national trends and legal standards, and with the follow-
ing justifications:

1. Re-define the aims and objectives of the Charter
in compliance with the new challenges facing the entire
world (such as armed conflicts, violence), and UN goals
and objectives (protecting the environment and nature,
promoting sustainable development);

2. Bring closer the time for the calling of the regu-
lar meetings of the General Assembly and the Executive
Council in order to step up the activities of ABCP;

3. Make the activities of the ABCP open, transpar-
ent, democratic and accountable with the objective of
increasing its members and expanding its activities;

4. Create a legal environment that clearly defines the
functions and duties of ABCP’s structure and manage-
ment, ensures better internal coordination that prevents
duplication of duties and functions;

5. Elect the ABCP President from among other
members of the organization In order to promote inter-
nal democracy;

6. Clearly define the internal procedures of the Gen-
eral Assembly and the meetings of the Executive Coun-
cily

7. Enhance the responsibility and accountability of
the ABCP members.

Basing on the above justifications, the following is-
sues of principle have been included in the new amend-
ed Charter of ABCP:

One. Make the General Assembly more active and
transparent, and to ensure better participation of all the
members:

- The General Assembly shall be now held once
every three years, instead of four years;

- The quorum of the General Assembly has
been determined with the presence of three fourths of
all delegates;

- A decision of ABCP shall be deemed valid by a
simple majority of votes, that is, 50%+1 of all the mem-
bers taking part in the meeting, and important deci-
sions, such as election of ABCP President, changes and
amendments to the ABCP Charter, admission of new
ABCP member(s) and cancelling a membership shall be
deemed valid by two thirds of votes concerned.

- The maximum number of delegates from one
National Center to the General Assembly of ABCP shall
be not more than 3 (three).

Two. Improve the work of the Executive Council:

- Organize the regular meeting of the Executive
Council once every year;

- Besides the Executive Council Members, the ABCP
President, Vice Presidents, the Secretary General and
the Deputy Secretary Generals shall exercise the right

to vote;

- Standardize the activities of the Executive Council,
such as, the quorum, the principle of voting, and making
the decisions official and binding;

- Clearly spell out the rights and duties of the Execu-
tive Council.

Three. Make the organization and its activities open,
transparent and more accountable:

- Increase the number of official delegates to the Gen-
eral Assembly from the National centers up to 3 (three)
delegates;

- Make more transparent and accountable the activi-
ties of the General Assembly, such as the quorum, voting
principles and making its decisions official and binding;

- ABCP President shall be elected on a rotational ba-
sis from the three ABCP regions;

- The responsibility and accountability of the ABCP
President will be made clearer;

- Elected President shall report to the General As-
sembly;

- Make the meetings of ABCP more open by ensur-
ing participation of the UN, the state and governments
of the member countries and representatives of NGOs
and the public at large.

Four. Enhance the responsibility and accountability
of ABCP members:

- The rights and duties of the members shall be de-
fined clearly and precisely;

- The schedule for the submission of reports and
plans by members shall become definite;

- A National Center/Member that has failed to pres-
ent its performance report and make its membership fee
two consecutive years losesits right to vote in the Gen-
eral Assembly;

- A new member shall strictly abide by the Charter
of ABCP and take an active part in promoting and real-
izing the aims and objectives of ABCP;

- If an ABCP member carries out any activity that
is inconsistent with the aims and objectives of ABCP,
and if the Charter has been violated time and again, the
Executive Council shall have the right to submit to the
general Assembly a motion to cancel the membership of
the National Center/Member in question.

The adoption of the revised and amended Charter
will clearly define and delineate the rights and duties of
the structural organization of ABCP, the National Cen-
ters/Members, and officials of the Management and the
Executive organs of ABCP, which will ensure that the
Executive Council meeting is held once every year, the
General Assembly - once every three years, and it would
help in promoting joint discussion and planning of ac-
tivities in order to realize the aims and objectives of the
Charter, and create an environment that would ensure
mutual equality, transparency and active participation.

ABCP Headquarters

Dhammaduta, March 2024 133



ABCP GA Communique
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COMMUNIQUE
12™ GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ABCP

The 12" General Assembly of the Asian Bud-
dhists Conference for Peace (ABCP) was held in
New Delhi, the capital of the Republic of India on
January17-18, 2024.

It was attended by over 200delegates, guests
and observers from 18National Centers in
Bangladesh,Bhutan, Cambodia, Central Tibetan
Administration in Dharamsala, India, Japan, Re-
public of Korea,Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Mongolia, Nepal,Russian Federation, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Vietnam.

The 12" General Assembly was also attended by
a delegation from the Mahachulalongkornaraja-
vidyalaya University in Bangkok Thailand, headed
by Ven. Pramaha Surasak Paccantaseno, Assistant
Professor from the Office of Vice Rector for For-
eign Affairs of the University. TheMahachulalong-
kornarajavidyalaya University had become a mem-
ber and a National Center of ABCP in December
1982. ABCP President Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts
welcomed the delegation from the Thai National
Center for rejoining ABCP after a long break. The
ABCP President also welcomed a delegation form
Myanmar led by Most Ven. Dr. Sitagu Sayadaw
Asgin Nanissara, Chancellor, Sitagu Buddhist
Academy, who had also expressed Myanmar’s will-
ingness and desire to join ABCP. A formal request
from Myanmar is still awaited and it was decided
that Myanmar’s request would be considered when
ABCP receives a formal request for membership.

Da Lama Kh. Byambajav, Secretary General of
ABCP opening the 12" general Assembly of ABCP
said: “The 12* general Assembly of ABCP is be-
ing held in New Delhi, capital of India on 17-18
January 2024. I would like to greet the ABCP del-
egates from the National Centers and the eminent
guests that have accepted our invitation to our
General Assembly. Our peace movement organi-
zation from its very inception has been raising its
voice and spearheading its actions for world peace

and security. Wars, armed conflicts and natural
disasters are occurring in the region and different
countries around the world claiming many pre-
cious human lives and causing lot of suffering” and
asked the General Assembly attendees to stand for
a minute of silence in homage to those who have
passed away.

Key note speech at the General Assembly was
delivered by the Most Venerable Gabju D. Choi-
jamts, President of ABCP focusing on major inter-
national issues of war and peace, environment and
climate change, and the challenges, accomplish-
ments and way forward of ABCP.

ABCP President, Gabju D. Choijamts began by
saying, “The teachings of the Buddha consistently
advocate for the avoidance of wars, conflicts, and
crises. Throughout our history, countless wars
have erupted, causing the loss of countless inno-
cent lives, disability, orphanhood, and affliction
by hunger, poverty, and diseases. Furthermore, the
progress of nations has been hindered for decades.
In the aftermath of war, cultural artifacts and in-
tellectual heritage painstakingly crafted over cen-
turies by societies and individuals are obliterated.
The preparation for war and the pursuit of arma-
ments constitute a significant economic burden on
normal human life, exacerbating mistrust, enmity,
and suspicion between nations in the political are-
na, while instilling ideological distrust, fear, and
pessimism about the future.Wars and armed con-
flicts have been enduring sources of danger, loss,
and harm in human history, and these painful les-
sons must be perpetually etched in our collective
memory.’

Focusing on present-day challenges, the ABCP
President said “His Holiness the 14" Dalai Lama,
in his teachings in Bodh Gaya at the end of De-
cember last year, emphasized the universal aspira-
tion for "world peace” shared by people worldwide,
irrespective of their religious beliefs. However, this
noble desire faces persistent challenges, as men-
tioned by His Holiness. Unfortunately, a few in-
dividuals with firm convictions contribute to the
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suffering of the global population, numbering over
7 billion. Humanity, despite its aversion to suffer-
ing, has initiated World War I, World War II, and
seems to be on the brink of World War III. The
production and proliferation of various weap-
ons continue to escalate for this purpose.A poi-
gnant recent example lies in the conflicts in many
parts of the world, including in Europe and the
Middle East, as a consequence of which the pain
and suffering of common people are multiplying.
Although many countries, members of the inter-
national community, demand an immediate end
to these conflicts and wars, we do not see much
desire on the part of these involved in the conflict
to stop the violence, which is extremely unfortu-
nate.”

The ABCP President, concluded his key-note
speech by saying “I am convinced that tangible
progress can be achieved by way of bolstering
mutual understanding and cooperation. By con-
solidating the efforts of international and national
community organizations, as well as well-wishers,
and by fostering unity, dialogue, and comprehen-
sion, we can overcomea plethora of challenges.
Political, social, and economic crises, poverty, in-
equality, environmental catastrophes, discrimina-
tion, epidemics, extremism, and terrorism all de-
mand our collective attention.”

The ABCP at its 12" General Assembly unani-
mouslyadopted the “Delhi Declaration.” The sev-
en-point Delhi Declaration voices concern over
fragile world peace and demands an immedi-
ate end to wars and armed conflicts by peaceful
means, an end to the race for weapons of mass
destruction, including nuclear weapons. It also
voiced serious concern over global warming, cli-
mate change and natural degradation, which are
the consequences of the wrongful acts and deeds
of man, and called on nations and countries
around the world to pool their efforts for the com-
mon cause of preserving our earth and protecting
our nature.

The Delhi Declaration notes in part that “Being
conscious of the pressing issues confronting hu-
manity, such as global peace, security and environ-
ment degradation, generating a sense of hope and
understanding for a better way of life that would
benefit global peace, compassion and harmony
among nations of the world, reaffirm our commit-
ment to strive for peace and for preservation of the
sacredness of nature. The happiness of mankind
is closely linked with and dependent on healthy
and peaceful environment of our planet. As Bud-
dhists, we feel committed to bring about a qualita-
tive change in the life of the people through sus-
tained spiritual development and moral values in

conformity with the noble teachings of Lord Bud-
dha who taught us to wipe out hatred, jealousy, vi-
olence, cruelty and revengefulness by building an

attitude of unconditional love and unversal broth-

erhood.”

The 12" General Assembly of ABCP had the
honor of having H.E.Mr. Jagdeep Dankhar, Vice
President of the Republic of India, and H. E. Mr.
Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences, Govern-
ment of India, as its Chief Guests.

The Hon'ble Vice President of India Mr. Jag-
deep Dankharaddressing the inauguration of the
12" General Assembly of ABCP welcomed all the
ABCP delegates and representatives to New Delhi,
especially since an Assembly of Asian Buddhists
Conference for Peace was happening in India af-
ter five decades. “Welcome to Bharat home to 1/6
humanity. The importance of this gathering as-
sumes significance as the world is passing through
a historic and transformational phase” he said and
continued “We gather at the 12" ABCP General
Assembly under the timely theme: ABCP - The
Buddhist Voice of Global South. This coincides
with India's growing leadership role, amplify-
ing the voices of the Global South. As evidenced
by its G20 presidency and the "Voice of Global
South Summit," India is committed to represent-
ing the concerns of nations with three-quarters
of the world's population. The motto is sooth-
ing as Bharat as a nation has been guided by the
principles of Bhagwan (Lord) Buddha. This event
is significant as we are gathered in the capital of
a country where Buddhism was born and spread
to diverse corners of the world, including all the
countries that are members of this prestigious in-
ternational organization for the noble cause of
peace.India is the land of Bhagwan Buddha. As ap-
propriately reflected by Prime Minister Modi ‘we
are proud to belong to a nation that has given the
world '‘Buddha' and not 'Yuddha' (war). India is
committed to ensuring that the younger genera-
tions across the world learn more about Bhagwan
Buddha and get inspired by His ideals,” he noted.

“Remember;” emphasized the Indian Vice Presi-
dent, “Buddha’s teachings are not relics of the past,
but a compass for our future. As technology rac-
es ahead, his Middle Path - a tapestry of friend-
ship, moderation, and reverence for all life - of-
fers a sustainable path for us and our planet. His
thought process principles and essence all model
dated when the world is faced with disruptive
technologies.”

H.E. Mr. Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sci-
ences of the Government of India, in his address
to the ABCP General Assembly delegates said, “I
feel assured that such a rare and unique Dharma
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gathering involving Sangha leaders, eminent Bud-
dhist scholars and Dharma practitioners from all
over the world would be able to contribute mean-
ingfully towards spreading the Universal message
of Lord Buddha very much needed in the cha-
otic modern world. The overwhelming response
to this event from Sangha and Buddhist leaders
from across the world indicates the enthusiasm
and keenness that persists globally towards seek-
ing Universal wellbeing, Peace and Compassion
through the teachings of the Buddha”

He continued “I must emphasize that the ABCP
is a time tested organization created as early as in
1970 and has seen the world change through wars
and conflicts, poverty and social degradation, ter-
rorism and insurgencies, political and economic
changes of different nature - some good and some
bad. At the same time, the ABCP has also seen the
growth of Asia, which is the largest and most pop-
ulous of the continents, as Asia became richer fast-
er than any other region of the world. Of course
not to mention the turnaround brought about by
the technological and scientific advancement that
Asia has seen. This deep rooted experience and
durable existence of the organization undoubt-
edly gives it the strength and confidence to not
only strive for universal peace, harmony and co-
operation among nations but also to further their
economic and social advancement and promoting
respect for justice and human dignity. We need to
remember that the Buddhist culture, tradition and
heritage binds us all together and acts as the um-
bilical cord. Therefore, we need to ensure that this
cord is made further strong, robust and firm under
any circumstances,” underlined Mr. Kiren Rijiju,
Minister of Earth Sciences of India addressing the
inauguration of the ABCP General Assembly.

A ceremony of presenting the "Medal of Hon-
our" of ABCP was held during the inaugural ses-
sion of the 12 General Assembly of ABCP. The
Hon'ble Minister of Earth Sciences of India H.E.
Kiren Rijiju and Most Venerable Lama Lobzang,
from Ladakh, India were presented the Medal of
Honor by Most Ven. Gabju D. Choijamts, Presi-
dent of ABCP, in recognition of their outstanding
contribution to promoting Lord Buddha’s sacred
teachings and at realizing the goals and objectives
of the Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace.

Messages of greetings from His Holiness the
14™ Dalai Lama, Prime Minister of the Republic
of India Narendra Modi, President of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh Mohammed Shahabuddin,
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka Ranil Wickremesinghe, Prime Minis-
ter of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh Sheikh
Hasina, Speaker of the State Great Khural - Par-

liament of Mongolia Gombojavyn Zandanshatar,
were read out during the inaugural session of the
ABCP General Assembly. Ven. Pyeon Baek-un,
the 26™ President of the Taego Order of Korean
Buddhism, and Ven. Bhikkhu Maitri, President of
ABCP Nepal National Centeralso sent messages of
greetings to the 12" General Assembly of ABCP.

His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, in his
written message to the 12" ABCP General Assem-
bly, noted that "Having been aware of ABCP's ac-
tivities sinceits inception in the 1970s, I also wish
to express my appreciation of theinitiatives it has
taken over the years to create greater awareness of
the need topromote peace in Asia and the wider
world, as well as the efforts it has madeto strength-
en Buddhist culture and values.It is important that
we seek a genuine determination to achieve glo-
baldemilitarization. In this respect, some kind of
inner disarmament is necessary to have the confi-
dence to eliminate physical weapons.”

“If we develop compassion (karuna) within and
avoid doing harm to others onthe basis of non-vi-
olence (ahimsa), we will create happiness and re-
ducesuffering for everyone. By cultivating a warm-
hearted attitude towards otherswe will be on good
terms with those around us,” underlined His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama.

National Centers of Japan, Mongolia — Dashi-
choiling Monastery, Bangladesh made reports to
the General Assembly on the activities and the
progress of their respective centers.

Venerable Buddhadatta Thera, Directorof
theMahabodhi Research Center, Maha Bodhi So-
ciety, Bengaluru, India, a special invitee to the
General Assembly, made a presentation entitled
“Stepping into the new horizons of change in the
21st century — Buddhist peace initiative — a con-
tribution to the sustained holistic development for
the Global South.

A meeting was held between the members of
the ABCP Executive Council and Geneva-based
"Dharma Alliance," and a Framework for Cooper-
ation Agreement between ABCP and Dharma Al-
liance was signed during the General Assembly by
ABCP Secretary General Da Lama Kh. Byambajav,
and Dr, Prashant Sharma, President of Dharma
Alliance. The draft of the Framework for Coop-
eration Agreement between ABCP and Dharma
Alliance was first discussed at a meeting between
the Executive Council of ABCP and Dharma Alli-
ance, which was held on the sidelines of the Gen-
eral Assembly and attended by some members of
the ABCP Executive Council and the Dharma Al-
liance.

The purpose of the Framework for Coopera-
tion Agreement between ABCP and Dharma Alli-
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ance is to build awareness about the ways in which
Buddhist teachings, traditions and practices can
contribute substantially to the achievement of the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), support advocacy efforts to strengthen
and embed Buddhist principles in public poli-
cies at various levels; and support and strengthen
the development of a collective Dharmic voice
premised on common principles such as peace,
harmony, mutual respect, and the inter-connect-
edness of all life, for greater effectiveness in influ-
encing international institutions, dialogues and
policies.

ABCP and Dharma Alliance have a profound
overlap in their missions and objectives, in which
Buddhist teachings, traditions and culture play a
fundamental and unequivocal role. The purpose
of this Framework of Cooperation Agreement be-
tween ABCP and Dharma Alliance is to provide
guidelines to jointly raise awareness and carry out
advocacy work to protect, preserve and promote
Dharma principles and perspectives across insti-
tutions, dialogues and policies, as well as develop
collaborative programs at local, national, regional
and global levels that support this effort. ABCP
and Dharma Alliance view this Framework of Co-
operation Agreement as an important instrument
for building a strong voice that can effectively
channel ancient wisdom in addressing modern
challenges.

Another important feature of the Twelfth Gen-
eral Assembly was the Academic conference under
the general theme “Buddhist Traditions, Culture
and Heritage." The academic session was attend-
ed by monk and lay scholars from India, Mongo-
lia, Nepal such as Dr. Shashibala, a renowned In-
dologist, who is currently Dean of Bhavan’s K.M.
Munshi Center for Indology, Prof. M. Otgonbayar
of the Department of Philosophy and Theology,
School of Sciences of the Mongolian National
University in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Dr. Myag-
marsuren Gombodorj of the Dashichoiling Bud-
dhist Monastery in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Mr.
Mukunda Bista, Secretary of the Nepal National
Center ABCP, Ven. Lama S. Luvsandorj, Direc-
tor of the Mongolian Buddhist University of Gan-
dan Tegchenling Monastery and Ven. Lama D.
Lkhagvasuren, a professor at the Mongolian Bud-
dhist University at Gandan Tegchenling Monas-
tery, Dr. Anirban Das, Director of the National
Mission for Manuscript, Indira Gandhi National
Center for the Arts, Ministry of Culture of India,
and Mr. Jigmet Olden, Ph.D. Delhi University, In-
dia.

The 12™ GA considered the recommenda-
tions of the 15" Meeting of the Executive Council,

held in New Delhi on January 17, 2024 related to
the Revised and Edited version of the Charter of
ABCP, which after discussion by the delegates of
the 12thGeneral Assembly, was adopted unani-
mously.

It also confirmed the commitment of ABCP to
stick to the three-point resolution on the future
status of the Dalai Lama institution, adopted at
the 13th meeting of the Executive Council of the
Asian Buddhists Conference for Peace, which was
held in Colombo Sri Lanka on 14 January 2021*
(See the end of the Communiqué for the ABCP
Colombo Resolution 2021), and the General As-
sembly welcomed the news about the reincarna-
tion of the Tenth Bogd Khan Jebzundamba of
Mongolia.

At the General Assembly, Mr. Sonam Wang-
chuk, in his capacity as Secretary of the Indian Na-
tional Center of ABCP, read out a joint statement
of the Himalayan Buddhist Culture Association,
the Indian Himalayan Council for Nalanda Bud-
dhist Tradition and the Trans Himalayan Arts and
Culture Association of declaring His Holiness the
14th Dalai Lama as a “Universal Supreme Leader
of the Buddhist World,” and declaring 6 July, His
Holiness’ birthday as a “Universal Day of Com-
passion.” This joint statement was unanimously
approved by the delegates of the 12th General As-
sembly of ABCP, noting that by “celebrating com-
passion and non-violence we celebrate the mes-
sages of Lord Buddha and the teachings of HH the
14" Dalai Lama,” emphasizing that ABCP com-
mits to building a truly harmonious and peaceful
world.

The 12 General Assembly of ABCPpassed two
resolutions, one on the adoption of the Revised
and Edited version of the ABCP Charter and the
second one on approving the admission of Bhutan
as a new member of ABCP, which was first con-
sidered by the 15" Executive Council Meeting of
ABCP and whose recommendation the General
Assembly unanimously adopted the Revised and
Edited version of ABCP Charter.

At the 12" General Assembly, Vietnam Nation-
al Center of ABCP announced its decision to host
the 13" General Assembly of ABCP in Vietnam
in 2026, and the head of the Cambodia National
center announced that it is contemplating to host
the 16th Executive Council Meeting of ABCP in
Phnom-Penh, Cambodia. Both these decisions of
the Vietnam and Cambodia National Centers were
welcomed by the delegates to the 12" General As-
sembly of ABCP with a big round of applause.

Mr. Kiren Rijiju, Minister of Earth Sciences,
Government of India, kindly hosted a high-tea at
his residence in New Delhi, which was attended by
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all the delegates and guests of the 12" General As-
sembly.

Another important event held during the 12th
General Assembly was the inauguration of an
ABCP Regional Coordination Center in the holy
land of Bodhgaya, where Lord Buddha attained
enlightenment. The ABCP Regional Coordination
Center is based at the Mongolian temple in Bodh-
gaya and the decision to set up the center was tak-
en at the previous 11" General Assembly of ABCP,
held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in 2019 to facilitate
better and easy cooperation between the National
Centers of ABCP, most of which have their tem-
ples and monasteries in Bodhgaya, Bihar, India.

The inauguration of the ABCP Regional Coor-
dination Center was graced by the Hon'ble. Gov-
ernor of Bihar, Mr. Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
and also by His Holiness the 43" Sakya Trizin
Gyana Vajra Rinpoche.

The Hon’ble Governor of Bihar, Mr. Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar, addressing the inauguration
of the ABCP Regional Coordination Center said
“Over the years ABCP became a well-known and
a prestigious international Buddhist organiza-
tion, working for durable peace and improving the
common man’s quality of life”

The Bihar Governor continued that “The pres-
ent century is undoubtedly an age of scientific and
technological advancement that has resulted in the
so-called material development and growth,” but
noted that this advancement “has failed to alleviate
the basic sufferings of human being, such as pov-
erty, inequality, communalism etc., that very much
provides the fertile ground for the growth of fun-
damentalism, hatred and violence greed and con-
flict throughout the world. There is no empirical
evidence to support the assumption that social and
economic progress based on materialistic concep-
tion of life can ensure happiness and well-being
of humanity. Moreover, the present crisis of wars
and pandemic has created an environment of fear
and uncertainty of life” The Bihar Governor Shri
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar underlined that “In
such a conflicting scenario, to bring peace, happi-
ness and harmony within us and in the environ-
ment around us, attention must shift to issues that
help in making humans humane. It is this that
makes the Teachings of the Buddha and more so
the practice of Dharma relevant today, as it en-
compasses the philosophy of life, which is com-
pletely missing in this post-modern era of devel-
opment.”

His Holiness the 43" Sakya Trizin Gyana Va-
jra Rinpoche, who also addressed the participants
in the inauguration of the Coordination Center,
said:“Today as we gather here in the holy vicin-

ity of Bodhgaya, which holds an unparalleled sig-
nificance for Buddhists worldwide as the most
blessed ground where Siddhartha Gautama, at-
tained enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree more
than 2,500 years ago. This sacred site serves as
the spiritual epicenter of Buddhism, embodying
the essence of the Buddha's profound teachings.
For us Buddhists, Bodhgaya is not just a physi-
cal location; it is a pilgrimage to the very source
of our faith, a place where the air resonates with
the echoes of the Buddha's realizations and the
earth beneath our feet carries the imprints of his
enlightenment. Beyond its historical and religious
importance, Bodhgaya fosters a universal sense of
peace, unity, and understanding, drawing people
from all walks of life in a shared quest for spiri-
tual awakening and inner tranquility. It stands as
a timeless beacon of wisdom, compassion, and
mindfulness, inspiring devotees worldwide to
tread the path of enlightenment,” and further
dwelt on what Lord Buddha prophesized about
his teachings that they “would spread from north
to north." He said, “This prophecy has been widely
interpreted as the journey of Dharma from India
to Tibet and from Tibet to Mongolia. To this day,
Tibetans and Mongolians hold India in high es-
teem, considering it the land of Arya Bhumi or the
land of the exalted beings. The Dharma has acted
as the sacred thread, inseparably connecting the
spirits of Tibetans and Mongolians with India”

Underlining the importance of the ABCP Re-
gional Coordination Center, the 43 Sakya Trizin
Gyana Vajra Rinpoche said “the inauguration of a
Regional Coordinating Centre in Bodhgaya, at the
heart of the Buddhist Universe, serves as a testa-
ment to India's pivotal role in the revitalization
and sustenance of Buddhism in the contemporary
world. It is through such initiatives that India con-
tinues to be a beacon for the global Buddhist com-
munity, promoting the timeless values of compas-
sion, wisdom, and peace across borders and the
cultures.”

The ABCP Regional Coordination center in
Bodhgaya will be managed by Ven. Erdenebulgan,
the head lama of the Mongolian Temple in this
holy land, with support from the ABCP Indian
National Center.

May the Triple Gem bless all and May peace,
compassion and justice prevail in the world!

The 12" General Assembly, Asian Buddhists
Conference for Peace.

New Delhi, India
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Special attachment to ABCP 12" GA Communique

The 13™ meeting of the Executive Council (EC) of Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
(ABCP) was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka on 14 January 2021. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the meeting was held via webinar. It provided an opportunity to the national
centers to come together in one forum and to discuss a number of specific issues related
to the organization and implement actions directed towards strengthening global peace,
raising environment awareness, and promoting equality and unity among the Buddhists
of the world.

The ABCP Executive Council meeting supported the statement made by Ven. Karma
Gelek, President, National Center, Department of Religion and Culture, Central Tibetan
Aadministration in Dharasala, Himachal Pradesg, India with regard to the following
3-point resolution on the future status of the Dalai Lama institution:

(i) To continue the Institution and Reincarnation of the Dalai Lama in the future;

(ii) The incumbent XIV Dalai Lama to be the sole authority of how the next reincarnation
of the Dalai Lama should return, and the Tibetan people never to recognize any Dalai
Lama reincarnation candidate chosen and installed by the Chinese government; and
(iii) To employ the eight centuries old unique Tibetan traditional method in searching
and recognizing the next Dalai Lama.

Left to right: Most Ven ......., His Holiness the 20" Bakula Rinpoche from India. Ven. Shugaku Mori from Japan, Ven. Dr. Sisaket
Rattana from Laos, Ven. Ch. Dambajav, Mongolia and .... from,
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ABCP GA - Photo News

Ven. Dr. Sisaket Rattana from Laos, Ven. Ch. Dambajav from Mongolia, Ven. from Bangladesh and Ven. Da Lama K. Byamba-

jav, ABCP Secretary General (photo top) and Ven. from Nepal, Ven. Sodnomdorzhiev Dashi Nima and Ven. Andrey Donduk-

bayev (Tsyren Lama) from Russia, Ven. Lee Chi Ran, Korea, Ven. Ven. Maitipe Wimalasara and Ven. Pallakinde Rathanasara
Thero from Sri Lanka (photo below)
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Ven. Shugaku Mori from Japan and Ven. Dr. Sisaket Rattana from Laos (photo above) and Sri Lanka National Center, Wipula-
sara Chapter monks led by Ven. Maitipe Wimalasara offering prayer (photo below)
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Ven. Buddhapriya Mahathero from Bangladesh - Boudha Krist Prachar Sangha, Ven. Khenpo Ugen Namgyel from Bhutan and

Ven ... from ... (photos top) and monks and representative from Vietnam National Centers offering prayer led by Ven. Thich Nhat
Thu and Prof. Le Manh That (in the forground, photos below)
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Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
- ABCP
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We invite all ABCP National Centers to actively participate in this digital pilgrimage.

n Engage in Unity

Embark on a journey of knowledge and unity as we share teachings, articles, and discus-

sions led by esteemed monks and scholars. Stay connected with the latest developments
in the world of Buddhism and foster a sense of interconnectedness. Connect with fellow
National Centers, share your personal journey, and forge meaningful bonds that tran-

scend borders and contribute to the flourishing of ABCP.

Stay Informed on Events

Receive updates on upcoming and past events and activities of ABCP.

A .
= How to Join:

Visit our Official Facebook Page: Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace - ABCP

Click on the 'Follow' Button: Stay connected and receive regular updates from ABCP
Headquarters.
Join us on this digital pilgrimage, transcending physical boundaries and uniting in the

pursuit of peace and enlightenment.
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